RUGER 77/44" 


It’s always been sound advice to practice with a .22 

_ that resembles your deer rifle. The problem was that 
deer rifles and .22s didn’t really feel or handle like 
each other—until now. P 


Consider the above illustrations, 
shown exactly to scale. The new Ruger 77/44™ and 
the proven Ruger 77/22™ weigh virtually the same, 
their exclusive Ruger rotary magazines feed 
cartridges with the same unparalleled reliability, and 
their stocks are almost identical. Their triggers, 
safeties, and nes ere bases are identical. — 


_ The compact, powers! 44 isan deer rifle is 
now as fast handling and easy to carry as your 
favorite .22. Make the comparison for yourself at 
your local dealer. And next season go out and bag 
that game with Ruger certainty. 


Free instruction manuals for all Ruger firearms available on request. 


Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. 
286 Lacey Place 

Southport, CT 06490 

U.S.A. 
www.ruger-firearms.com 


This 18 a .44 


Ruger 77/44 


This 1s a 22 


Ruger 77/22 
Catalog Number 771/22RS 771/44RS 
Caliber .22 Long Rifle .44 Magnum 
Model Standard Standard 
Stock Walnut Walnut 
Finish Blued Blued 
Weight 6 Ib = 61b 
Barrel Length 20" Aas Be 
Overall Length ke ig 38," 
Scope Rings Included Yes aes 
Iron Sights Yes ¥e6s 
Suggested Retail Price $481.00 $575.00 
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EDITORIAL 


One should never put on one’s best trousers to go out to fight for freedom. 


ce) 


Henrik Ibsen 

Merrill Martin writes... It’s gratifying, Dave, that someone finally took note of what 
(Editor: By way of background here, an IBS score shooter recently _ I’ve been talking about all this time. My views are spelled out 
shipped off to us an empty 30X47 cartridge case in that September, 1992 issue of Precision Shooting. 
(a wildcat cartridge, popular with some Hunter class The NECO tool is on the cover of that issue, and 
shooters)... and confided that the darn thing was the accompanying story is on pages 12 and 


driving him crazy. When fired with other 
cases it would invariably print on the target 
at 6 o’clock, relative to the balance of 
the group. But, when that single case 
was reloaded (at the shooting bench) 

and fired for a 5-shot group... 

it provided extremely small 
groups, of a size that he could 
not approach with the remainder 
of his cases... the ones that 
printed higher on the target 
than this one case. Our 
desktop was _ sufficiently 


13. If “real” accuracy shooters would just 

pay attention, NECO would sell thou- 

sands of these tools, and be swamped 

with orders. 

It does not matter how fine the 

rifle and accurate the load... a bad 

cartridge case is the weak link in 

the accuracy chain. “Bad” is 

defined as more than .001”, or 
an indexable amount. 

I must confess to one 

thing in that ‘92 article that 

did not end up the way that I 


cluttered, to the extent that 
we didn’t need any more 
show-and-tell items getting 
in our way. So we shipped 
the entire packet off to 
Merrill Martin, with a brief 
note to the effect that he was 
now a committee of one to 
deal with this particular 
inquiry). 


intended it to end up. I was 
talking about indexing to the 
thin side of the case; 
it should have been the 
“thick” side wall that is kept 
at 12 o’clock, unless the 
amount of difference is over 
.005”. Then shoot about two- 
thirds of the better cases at 12 
o’clock, and the balance of 


the cases at 6 o’clock to even 
up throat wear. 

Please note, I’m not talking 
here about the “0” run-out cases 
like the one that you sent me, as 

they are a rare thing to find. 
I believe that I made a _ snide 
comment in my last letter to you to the 
effect that perhaps these “0” cases should 
be used for rapid-fire events, where there 
wasn’t time to index to the same side for each 


Dear Dave, 

The letter, target and 
cartridge case that you forwarded 
to me from the IBS shooter really 
made my day. Creighton Audette 
and I have been crusading for many 
years that you simply must have 
uniform cartridge case walls if you aspire 
to really accurate shooting. I would love to 
check some of his other brass from this lot. I 


would really take odds that this particular case that shot. What a waste that would be, for someone 
mysteriously shoots tighter groups than the rest of his who could find enough “0” cases! 

cases is the only precise case that he has! It’s so good that it’s not I’ve been measuring and separating thousands of cases for 
even practical to notch the thing. years and I know of what I speak. So do a few others who have 


Using the NECO case measuring tool shown on the cover of the listened. But how do we wake up the vast majority of “almost” 
September, 1992 issue of Precision Shooting, which incorporates _ precision shooters? You can take our word for what we can see 
my chord anvil design for wall thickness, indicates that this is nearly with a bore scope, but only “you” can measure each new case 
a perfect case... within .0005” in all directions. It does not matter | with a NECO gauge. It only has to be done once in the life of the 
how much effort you expend on prepping a cartridge case; you are _—_ case. Don’t let someone tell you that it’s a “match” case, nor can 
simply wasting your time if the case walls are not uniform. — the headstamp “Match” be trusted. Some of the worst brass that 
Commercial cases such as this sample have only | in 25, and 

sometimes only | in 100 as good as this one. Continued on page 5 
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Editorial 


Continued from page 3 


I’ve ever measured was stamped “Match”. 
It’s more difficult to measure a fired case 
with all the crusty fouling inside, as you 
have to rock the case a little more to verify 
the difference, but new cases go as fast as 
you can pick them up and read the dial. 
Then it’s a simple matter of keeping all 
the same amount of run-out ones together, 


and file a notch on the rim where the thick 
side is so you can feel it when loading 
notch-up. 

All this works great with tight neck 
chambers, but loose neck, full length sized 
brass with high amounts of wall variation 
will start to banana curve after several 
reloadings and may not give as precise 
accuracy as the closer stuff. 

Buy a gauge... and learn a lot. 

Merrill Martin© 


The NECO case measuring tool, checking case runout here. 


Minor errata (Loosely defined as not 
being life-threatening). We recently heard 
from George Meyer, down there at the 
Wilson Gun _ Store, in Durango, 
California. It seems as if columnist John 
Dustin’s letter to us, which was incorpo- 
rated into our September Editorial, 
mentioned George (flatteringly) as a 
“former National Hunter Class 
Champion”. George mildly pointed out 
that alas, he had never achieved this lofty 
position in life, and would I please set the 
record straight. Wishing to get out of this 
without a total loss of face, the IBS Editor 
called the IBS President, and a certain 
amount of arm-twisting followed. There 
is now a new ruling (which will be a 
surprise to the Score Committee, but 
things move quickly at times) ...the IBS 
Editor, if he is (again) in trouble, can 
declare someone/anyone to be “a former 
National Hunter Class Champion”. As I 
understand things, I am not allowed to 
specify a particular year for the accom- 
plishment, I can only use this rule once 
per issue of PS, and employees of PS and 
their family members are not eligible for 
the award. 


Beauty is where you look for it. We got 
a chuckle out of a few lines in a recent 
letter to us from columnist Bill Deane, 
who was reminiscing about a .303 Enfield 
from days gone by. “I once tried to take a 
.303 Enfield into Baja California. But 
Mexico does not allow the entry of 
hunting rifles larger than .308 caliber... 
and the Enfield is of course .311 in ‘real’ 
diameter. I wish that I had photographed 
that particular Enfield. It was a World 
War I rifle that cost me the princely sum 
of $12.95, and came with a stock that was 
painted black. One day I became curious, 
and scraped the paint off. Lo and behold, 
underneath was a simply fabulous piece 
of burled walnut! The grain and the figure 
were to die for! I guess that during the 
war they used whatever wood they could 
get their hands on.” 


Tactical Shooter magazine continues to 
do remarkably well for us, to the point 
where we are having two thousand copies 
of each of the first eight issues reprinted. 
It seems as if all of our new subscribers 
wanted “all the back issues”, and they’ve 
been going out the door here at a rapid 
rate. That aside, if a Precision Shooting 


Continued on page 7 
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BETTER HUNTERS AND MARKSMEN 
AREN’T LUCKY...THEY ARE SMARTER. 
To make every shot count, the best hunters 
and marksmen measure how fast and consis- 
tent their ammo is. And chances are, when 
they do, they measure it with a Shooting 
Chrony. 


CHRONY: 
Choose from 
many models 


EDITORIAL oan 


$78.95 
1998 PRAIRIE DOG CONFERENCE by Chuck Cornett 


JUST LIKE A WOMAN by Kevin Thomas AND NOW IT’S EVEN EASIER to measure 


how fast and consistent your ammo is, with 
the New Line of MASTER CHRONYS. The 
THE LAST POST — CHARLES NEWTON CHRON santo your bengn Jue Bludti 
the 16 ft. cord. 
1000 YARD REDUX by Bill Deane Pill cr todo 


COMBINATION CARTRIDGES: 6MM, .25 AND 6.5MM 
by Bob Jourdan 


A CLASSIC DONALDSON WASP (AND A BENCHREST MATCH) 
by Dick Wright 


THE B.E.S.T. MUZZLE BRAKE — A TWIST TURNS IT OFF OR ON 
by Jacob Gottfredson 


NEW PRODUCT REVIEW — STARKE 6MM BULLETS 


by Pete Forras as told to M.L. McPherson And with features like our Beta model, 
you're going to be a lot more accurate. 
POWER PACKED WITH FEATURES: 
* 60-shot memory (divided into 6 numbered 
LEFT THE RANGE — FRED T. HUNTINGTON stings from 2- 10 shots each). 
+ Measures high, low and average 
velocities, extreme spread and standard 


LET'S TALK ABOUT POWDER MEASURES deviations. 


Retrieval of individual shot velocity 
by M.L. McPherson measurements. 


Flip switch, from fps to mps and vice versa. 
Can be switched off, taken home and 
BR-50 TECHNOLOGY GOES TO THE WORLD CUP — PART Il switched on for reviewing, information 
; retrieval or computer downloading 
by Dennis Flaharty Moves instantly from string to string, 
interrupts shooting on any string, returns 
to any string without memory loss, each 
THINGS IN A ROW by Kermit W. Fox, UP. ..... 6... cece cece eee ee ee es 93 string delivers its own statistics, etc. 
+ Uses 9 volt alkaline battery 
Delete button to empty string 
NE Wlrimer button (optional with Beta, 
TRADING POST standard with Gamma) 
All models are size: 4's” x 2's” x 7'2” when 
folded, weigh 2.3 lbs. 5-Year warranty. 
Accuracy better than 0.5%. 
Ask about our new Chrony 
Ballistic Printer 


Call us toll-free, 9 to 5 p.m. EST, 1-800-385-3161 
Shooting 
PLP r04s 
ws TRIN 
3269 Niagara Falls Blvd. 
N. Tonawanda 
NY 14120 


E-Mail: chrony@pathcom.com 
Website: http://www.pathcom.com/~chrony 
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Editorial Continued from page 5 


reader would like a complimentary copy of Tactical Shooter, if you will call us at (860) 
645-8776, and turn on the charm... we’ll be happy to send you a complimentary copy. 
Half of the PS writers are over there anyway, so you'll be with old friends. >) 


The genius of you Americans is that you never make 
clear-cut stupid moves, only complicated stupid moves 
which make us wonder at the possibility that there may 
be something to them which we are missing. 


Gamal Abdel Nasser 


ABOUT THe COVER 


This month’s cover rifle, a Winchester Model 1894 in .25-35 
chambering, was built in 1909, and is a good example of standard 
rifle configuration of that era... including a 26 inch octagonal 
barrel and a full length magazine tube. A number of trustworthy 
sources indicate the .25-35 Winchester caliber to be a somewhat 
scarce chambering in the Model ‘94. Introduced in 1895 and 
subsequently discontinued because of poor sales, the .25-35 was 
reinstated in the line during 1940, and again dropped from 
Winchester’s caliber offerings well within a decade later. 

It has been arguably said that more deer have fallen to the 
venerable Model 94 than to all other rifles intended for such 
purpose combined. With sales now over five million, that seems 
like a valid possibility, particularly when one considers that a 


Performance 
Ee by, 


PRECISION 
STAINLESS STEEL 
MATCH-GRADE TARGET 
BARRELS 


great portion of that staggering production tally is — like the 
featured rifle — still in use today. 

The Coleman camping gear in the photo’s background dates 
from the 1940’s, and has accompanied this old trooper of a rifle to 
many a deer hunt camp for forty plus years. 

This month’s cover photo is the handiwork of Bill Headrick of 


Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 


Anthony W. Gilkes 


Gunmaker 


26574 Hillman Highway 
Meadowview, VA 24361 


Custom Match Rifle Actions From .308 to .50 BMG 
Silhouette, Palma, 300 Meter, F.C.S.A., 1.B.S. 


(540) 944-3736 + Fax: (540) 944-3931 


AVAILABLE IN 


22RF, .224, 6mm, .25, 

.264, .270, 7mm, .30, 

.338 and Ruger 10-22 
drop-in barrels 


CUSTOM TARGET AND 
SPORTING RIFLES 


Call or Write 
For Prices and Particulars 


Providing Quality 
Gunsmithing Services 
Since 1953 


.ozHART 


+ Rifle Barrels, Inc. 


* 1690 Apulia Road 
P.O. Box 182 
LaFayette, NY 13084 
Phone 315-677-9841 
FAX 315-677-9610 
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Getting it on... 

It poured down rain the week before 
and after the Conference but, on the three 
days of the shoot, May 28, 29, and 30, 
1998, the weather played our game. There 
were times when the wind whipped a bit 
but, considering that we were spread over 
100,000 acres on Rosebud Indian 
Reservation, there was usually a good 
place to shoot. Besides...that’s hunting 
and, as with benchrest and highpower 
events, nobody can predict the best of all 
possible worlds. 


Preliminaries... 

I arrived at the Comfort Inn headquar- 
ters in Valentine, Nebraska on Saturday, 
May 23, after a 1450 mile trip from 
Fresno, California. Sunday, May 24, the 
Indianapolis 500 race was run and 
Monday, May 25, was celebrated as 
Memorial Day with most of the stores 
closed. I went to Lock, Stock and Barrel, 
a local wholesaler that was open, to pick 
up a variety of ammunition that had been 
shipped from Winchester and Black Hills 
Ammo, plus an assortment of rifles. The 
ammo was taken to a “doll house’, a 
small, one room house used as a demo by 
Ohlmann Building Center, a local lumber 
company, and it was delivered by forklift 
to the Comfort Inn parking lot by the 
owner, Craig Ohlmann. Ed LaPorta and 
Jack Gruna assisted in the unloading of 


BY CHUCK CORNETT 


thousands of rounds of the new 
Winchester Premier black-oxide coated 
ammo and Black Hills moly-coated .223 
match ammo. Jack provided the lock and 
keys for the ammo locker. On Tuesday 
Jack, Ed and I unpacked all the donated 
items that had been shipped to Young’s 
Western Wear. Even though the number 
of items was not as great as the year 
before the value was greater, estimated at 
$35,000 retail. We transported it all to a 
storage facility behind the Peppermill 
Restaurant where the Saturday banquet 
was to be held. 


We Are Outta Therel... 

Then we went shooting! The prairie 
rats were out in force and I went to a 
ranch on Ring Thunder Road where I had 
shot previously with excellent success 
and found that the gate was open. There 
was another ranch, not nearly as produc- 
tive, that the rancher owned on the other 
side of the road. Moments later the 
rancher came down the road. He said he 
was now charging $25 for each vehicle of 
shooters (Greyhound buses not included). 
I told him: 

“Look, I want to bring in two vehicles 
of writers and shooters on Friday and 
another on Saturday so how about if I 
give you $100 for the two days?”. 

He gave me the key to both ranches... 
and I continued shooting that day. 


The Big Guns Arrive... 

It was a typical El Nino year with lots 
of rain and threats of rain. Some shooters 
arrived on May 23 to help and to get in 
some early shooting. The crew from 
Scoplevel divided and two drove in with a 
van full of equipment while another 
picked up a four-wheel drive vehicle in 
Denver. The other two flew in with Don 
Vader at the controls. Ed LaPorta drove 
his new Chevy Suburban from 
“Hollywood” to San Andreas, California, 
where Jack Gruna further modified his 
surplus U.S. Marine Corps utility trailer 
(dubbed “LaPorta Potty”). A shooting 
bench was installed, and steps to get in 
and out, an outside tire mount, and a 
fitting to hold a large beach umbrella 
were added. Then they caravanned to 
Valentine to greatly assist me in setting 
up the event. 


Settling In... 

Our shooting party completely filled 
the 50-room Comfort Inn in Valentine, 
Nebraska and a few had to go to another 
motel because of the overflow. Three 
years ago the Inn decided to charge 
$99 for the rooms (for these three 
days) instead of the standard $65 rate. 
Twelve rooms were furnished as compli- 
mentary for writers (this year only 10) 
and the $105 additional for 40 rooms was 
to offset the cost of the 10 rooms that 
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were “comped”. The prairie rat aficio- 
nados had been advised of this so it was 
not a major problem. 


Planning Ahead... 

My assistant, Denise, and I had 
selected thirty four-wheel drive vehicles 
and divided these into 6 flights of 5 
vehicles each. Drivers and passengers 
were assigned to these with no more than 
two per vehicle (including extended cab 
trucks) but occasionally a third person 
would be assigned to a Chevy four-door 
Suburban) or Land = Cruiser. The 
writers/editors flew into North Platte, 
Nebraska, including Steve Comus of Gun 
World, Abe Deffenbaugh of Peterson’s 
Hunting, Mike Faw of North American 
Hunter, Clair Rees of Guns and Ammo, 
Layne Simpson of Shooting Times, Jon 
Sundra of Guns, and Stuart Williams of 
the Hunting Report. Writer Nick Sisley, 
of Peterson Publishing, intended to fly in 
his Cessna 170 but bad weather in 
Pennsylvania kept him on the ground. 
Bob Milek, Jr., Freelance, Phil Johnston 
of Gun Week, and Bob Jourdan of 
Precision Shooting drove in on Thursday, 


Left to right: Bob Milek Jr., Stuart Williams, Bob Jourdan, Phil Johnston, Chuck 
Cornett, Clair Rees, Jon Sundra, Layne Simpson, Steve Comus. 


May 28, and we had a terrific barbecue at 
the Sweetheart Gardens adjacent to the 
Peppermill Restaurant that was served by 
owner Roger Joseph. 


We’re Off and Shooting... 
On Friday morning our party arose to 


1997 Wimbledon Cup Chai 


_ Nancy Tompkins-Gallagher 


eat an early breakfast and prepared to leave 
at 7:15 a.m. for Mission, South Dakota, 
(32 miles north) where we rendezvoused at 
the Maverick Inn operated by guide 
provider, Wes Colombe. Denise had 


Continued on next page 


1997 Leech Cup 
Champion 
Michelle Gallagher 


i 


Call TOLL-FREE 1-800-223-8799 or 1-888-223-3006 for answers to all 


your reloading questions. Mon. - Fri. 8 am to 10 pm Central Time U.S.A. & Canada. 
afi Soaeas FAX 660-827-4999 * www.sierrabullets.com ¢ e-mail sierra@sierrabullets.com 
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arranged the six “flights” to include two 
writers with each group. Unfortunately, all 
did not go as planned and some confusion 
resulted. A number of our group are 
“veterans” and stepped in to help so, 
overall, most participants got in at least 
one day of good shooting. Many were 
amazed at the wide array of rifles, 
calibers, scopes, binoculars, rangefinders, 
shooting benches and other paraphernalia 
that were being used. Other than the basic 
rule of obeying gun safety the only rule 
was that no bullet of greater than 100 
grains in weight could be used. More 40 
grain bullets were being used and moly- 
coated bullets were in evidence literally 


everywhere. All .223 ammo furnished by 
Black Hills was moly-coated and the 
writers greatly enjoyed the Winchester 
Premium ammo with black oxide coating 
in .222, .220 Swift, .22-250 and .223. The 
one big advantage is that the black oxide 
coating doesn’t come off on the shooter’s 
hands as is frequently the case with moly 
coating even when it is waxed. 


Moving Right Along... 

Riflemaker John Lazzeroni shot one 
of his 5.6 Flash rifles topped with a 
Schmidt and Bender 4-26X variable 
scope and the cartridge was very accurate 
out past 500 yards even in the wind. Ron 
Coburn, President of Savage Arms, did 
not make it when his flight to North 
Platte was canceled at the last minute. He 


Wes Colombe spots for Steve Comus. Savage .22-250 Striker Pistol with Burris 


Scope and Harris Bi-pod. 


NEW WORLD RECORDS 


WITH LILJA BARRELS IN 1998 


May, 1998 Hoke Kerns 
shoots a new BR-SO record with 
an aggregate of 4900.00 in the 


RfX class! Lilja 22 rimfire barrel. 


May, 1998 Bill Crawford 
records a new IBS 1000 yard 
Light Gun record with a score of 
50 and a 5-shot group of 2.766"! 
Lilja .30 caliber barrel. 


June, 1998 Allen Arnette 
sets a new NBRSA Unlimited 
class 10 shot - 100 yard record of 
.115"! Lilja 6PPC barrel. 


June, 1998 Elzie Scott 

fires a new NBRSA Hunter class 
100 yard record with a fine 250- 
22X! Lilja .30 caliber barrel. 


July, 1998 Brad Barta 
shoots a new Williamsport 1000- 
yard record in the 16.5 pound 
class with a 10-shot group of 
7.480" and a score of 98! Lilja 
.30 caliber barrel. 


August, 1998 Bill Crawford 
sets another IBS 1000-yard 
record with a tremendous 3.472"- 
10 shot group! Lilja .338 caliber 
barrel. 


August, 1998 Joe Jarrell 
fired a new IR-50/S0 record in the 
13.5 pound class with a fine 250- 
22X. Lilja 22 rimfire barrel. 


August, 1998 Ken Rhyne 
shot a new IR-50/50 record in the 
10.5 & 13.5 pound 2-gun grand 
aggregate with a 500-40X. Lilja 
22 rimfire barrel. 


Lilja barrels are competition proven in 22 rimfire, 


100-200 yard benchrest, and 1000 yard benchrest. 
Give us a call for your new record setter. 


Lilja Precision Rifle Barrels, Inc., PO Box 372, 
Plains, MT 59859, 406-826-3084, FAX 406-826-3083, 


e-mail: lilja@riflebarrels.com_ or www.riflebarrels.com. 


had shipped in two of the Savage Striker 
Pistols, one in .22-250 and the other in 
.243. Gun World editor Steve Comus shot 
one and Freelance writer Bob Milek, Jr. 
and Phil Johnston of Gun Week Magazine 
shot the other. Johnston had a_ shot 
confirmed by Leica Geovids at 460 yards 
using Winchester Premier Ammo. 


The Heavy Hitters... 

I took Shooting Times writer Layne 
Simpson, Riflemaker Lex Webernick, 
Precision Shooting staff member Bob 
Jourdan, and “Doc” McKnight to the 
private ranch where we had a full day of 
shooting. Because of the lack of shooting 
pressure most shots were under 250 yards 
and the shooters used a great number of 
rifles. I had my Stolle Panda .22-250 
Ackley Improved with a Schneider barrel 
and 6-24X Bausch and Lomb Scope 


Bob Jourdan ready to check “Dog” 
Towns with Leica Geovids. 


cat cs 2 paper 3 : 
ACCURACY SPEAKS, INC. 
3960 N. USERY PASS RD. * MESA, ARIZONA (602) 373-9499 
Accuracy Speaks Inc. now offers 22LR AR-15 bar- 
rels and upper receiver assemblies for use with 
customer supplied “Atchisson” style conversion 
kits. These assemblies are offered in NRA Service 
Rifle, NRA Match Rifle or Plinker configuration. 
Use this opportunity to train all winter, so that you 
can win all summer. Send $3.00 for Brochure. 


In addition to our comprehensive AR-15 parts & 
modifications, Accuracy Speaks Inc. offers full 
service gunsmithing, some of our specialties 
include the accurizing & fine tuning of Hunting & 
Competition Bolt Action Rifles, as well as M-1, 
MIA and 10/22 Rifles. We also modify pistols for 
hunting, NRA &IPSC competition. Send $3.00 for 
brochure. 
Web: www.accuracyspeaks.com 
Email: ask-derrick @accuracyspeaks.com 
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shooting ammo reloaded with Berger 52 
grain bullets. Using Swift loading infor- 
mation the bullet broke 4100 fps with 
excellent accuracy. On Saturday Steve 
Comus, Wes May, Warren Nesting, and 
Stuart Williams accompanied me and we 
went back to the “$100 Ranch” for 
“clean-up shooting”. 


Rifles Used... 

Among the rifles I used was a Savage 
112BFSS-S in .220 Swift single shot with 
the same 6-24X Sightron scope mounted 
since last year. This time, I used 
Winchester factory loaded .220 Swift 
Black Oxide coated ammo with 40 grain 
Nosler ballistic tip bullets. Given the fact 
that the ogive was probably back consid- 
erably from the throat I was extremely 
pleased with the accuracy of the combi- 
nation. Hits were made in the 500 yard + 
range at prairie rats, some of which were 
three to ten inches tall. When I hit more 
than I miss...that’s good enough for me. I 
liken this to target shooting where every 
shot counts. When you are off target for a 
series of shots and then finally hit your 
mark it is ridiculous to believe you will 
rank high in the scoring. True prairie rat 
shooters don’t keep score; they are much 
too preoccupied with wanting to help 
fellow shooters rather than to outdo them 
with various awards. 

In addition to the writers a number of 
vendors were present as registered 
shooters. These included Patrick Beckett 
(PR Burris Scopes), Steven Alstadt/Ross 
Spagrud (Prairie Gun Works, Winnipeg, 
Canada), Bob Brunson/Pete Paulin (300 
Below), Red Cornett (shooting benches), 


Left to Right, Dick Davis and John Lazzeroni. 


Be On Target 


Pachmayr 
Accu-Set 

Pistol Sights 

New Pachmayr Accu-Set 
Pistol Sights are 
constructed of solid steel 
and will mount directly 
into the dovetail. Simple 
to install, no gunsmithing 
required. The low profile 
design will work fine with 
your factory front sight; 
no need to buy a new 
front sight. Featuring 
micro click adjust- 
ments for windage 

and elevation, these 
sights will improve 

your accuracy 

and keep you on target. 


Available for most popular pistols. 


For Catalog Call 1-800-423-9704 


1875 S. Mountain Ave., Dept. 159, Monrovia, CA 91016 
1-800-423-9704 © FAX 1-626-358-7251 
Visit our Website at www.pachmayr.com 


Paty 


Dick Davis (McMillan Gunstocks—now 
with Lazzeroni Rifles), Pat Ellinghouse 


(MECO), Bret Graveline (Nimrod 
Rifles), Heinz Henke (Leupold 
Distributor, Werlte, Germany), J.B. 
Hodgdon (powder), Mike Jordan 


(Winchester Ammo), John Lazzeroni 
(rifles), Dick Leeper (P.A.S.T.), Randy 
Melvin (Bull Mountain Rifle Co.), Terry 
Moore (Leica), Warren’ Nesting 


Locks in Dovetail, 
No Gunsmithing! 


(Gamemasters), Tom Peterson (Stoney 
Point products), Don Vader/Mac Tarlton 
(Scoplevel), and Lex Webernick (rifles). 

All 65 registered shooters and 11 
outdoor writers were scattered over 
thousands of acres of Rosebud Indian 
Reservation making it difficult to monitor 
each and every group. I asked participants 
to send in the type of equipment used and 
replies varied from one of five pages from 
Ed LaPorta to less than a half page from 
others. My assistant and I have selected 
twenty of these and arranged them in 
chart fashion so that the reader can see the 
wide variety of equipment used by these 
rodent exterminators. 


Free Friday... 

On the way back from the fields a 
number of participants stopped at the 
Rosebud Casino on the Nebraska-South 
Dakota state line just 9 miles north of 
Valentine. We marveled at the 60-room 
Quality Inn under construction adjacent 
to and part of the casino (which has since 
opened). The parking lot is now paved 
and a goodly number of shrubs and trees 
have been planted. The buffet is quite 


Continued on next page 


Extend Barrel Life...Use 


OLY 
COATED 


BULLETS... 


Looking at bullet (A) and (B) illustrated above, which bullet 
will produce less friction, less bullet deformation, less 
barrel cleaning and longer barrel life? The MOLY-COATED 
bullet (A), of course. Note the shallow lands grooves com- 
pared with (B). the non-coated conventional bullet. 


Berger Bullets now offering this technology. 


Our custom competition and varmint bullets are available 
with MOLY-COATING — a process of impact plating onto 
the surface of cast or jacketed bullets — providing longer 
barrel life. Walt Berger has tested a new barrel and says 
“| have shot 4500 rounds of MOLY-COATED bullets without 
having to use a bore brush once — and a high of 73 
rounds before using a patch saturated with solvent. All this 
with no signs of fouling — a real barrel-life breakthrough.” 


Berger Bullets are offered in a wide range of calibers and 
weights, from .17 Cal. through .30 Caliber, including the 
all new .20 Cal., 36 grain varmint bullet. Eunice and 
Walt invite you to give our bullet a try . . . “Experience the 
confidence and shoot to your ultimate with the same 
world-class bullets we shoot”. So, at Bergers... 
Making winning bullets is a “way of life”. 


Write or call Walt for information. 


ORDER TODAY... 


Fax: (602) 934-9083 


Credit cards no additional charge. 


—_— << 


ETS,LTD. 


Made Exclusively with J4 Bullet Jackets 
5342 W. CAMELBACK RD. * STE. 200 * GLENDALE, AZ 85301 
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extensive at a price of “All You Can Eat 
for $6.95!”. Rosebud Casino donated 
heavily to the Conference and provided 
complimentary meal tickets for the 
writers. Hunting pressure of all kinds has 
increased the demand for such a facility 
operated by Charlie and Vi Colombe. 
Most everyone eventually ended up at 
the parking lot of the Comfort Inn at 
Valentine for a “gun cleaning contest”. 
There were informal tailgate parties, chat 
sessions and a world of fellowship among 
shooters from 28 states, Canada, Germany 
and Mexico. The writers, among the most 
influential and well-versed in the world, 
joined in with registered shooters in a 
continual exchanging of views in casual 
conversation that many of them would 
have found otherwise impossible. I can 
only imagine what the folks back home 
might say if the name of some of these 
writers came up and the shooter would 
reply, “Oh, him? I spent a weekend of 
shooting with him and asked him all the 
questions I ever wanted to ask”. 


Layne Simpson proudly displays titanium action rifle donated by Prairie Gun Works. 


The Final Curtain... 

I came back to the Peppermill Inn 
early on Saturday to set up for the Great 
Giveaway at the Writer’s Showcase 
Banquet which was called to order at 
exactly 7 p.m. as it had been for the past 
four years. Each of the 11 writers/editors 
were seated at assigned tables. There was 
no head table, no speeches, no 
comedians, no auction, no fund raiser, no 
one trying to sell anything to anybody. 
We had a podium for expressing thanks 
for those in attendance and to announce 
the numbers of tickets given to each 
writer and shooter of which there were 74 
as it worked out. Each year in the past I 
had “recruited” some of the women to act 
as “runners” to take gifts to the table with 
a “Thank You” card for the winners to 
sign. It occurred to me that these women 
stood up for about an hour and so I chose 
a number of “first-timers” to do the task 
and they responded with pleasure and the 
women enjoyed the drawing from a 
seated position. 

The premier award as to cost ($2600 
U.S.) was a .243 caliber Titanium action 
rifle weighing just five pounds which was 


Action Truing + Rebore Bolt Raceway 
Bolt Body Sleeves + Rebarrel & Chambering 
Bedding Systems + Piloted 17-19-20 Cal Reamers 


* TOOLING CATALOG FOR GUNSMITHING 


*GuN SHop CATALOG FOR SERVICES 
* VIDEOS ON GUNSMITHING = 
Fax: (970) 356-5940 | 


29742 W.C.R. 50 
HERSEY, CO 80644 


3 NBRSA 
1000 yard 
Records 


PRECISION SHOOTING — NOVEMBER 1998 


13 


donated by Prairie Gun Works 
(Winnipeg, Canada) and which was won 
by Layne Simpson. Look for other 
donors at the end of this story. 

There were no valid complaints even 
though it is difficult to manage this 
number of people along with twelve 
wives. Mine was probably the greatest 
sigh of relief. I tried to thank everyone 
involved who so graciously assisted. 

It was quite enjoyable but most of my 
shooting took place before and after the 
Conference. 


We Won’t Be Back... 

As I see it, few shooters even knew 
there was such a place as Valentine, 
Nebraska and its proximity to the South 
Dakota hunting fields. I received a phone 
call three years ago asking what it would 
take to bring our party to Valentine. The 
townspeople raised about $5,000 to pay 
for room, meals for writers and guide 
fees for the shooters and I had to pay for 
airline tickets, drive-in sums, phones 
calls, faxes, bulletins, and hourly rates for 
help. Those of you who read this and 
have been there-done that have probably 
recommended the Comfort Inn and 
Peppermill Restaurant to anybody who 
has announced intentions to go 
“dogging”. Every single one of my group 
for the past three years has taken the 
message home with them and passed the 
word. 

For 1999 I received a Valentine 
proposal that a $600 charge per person 
would be required up front and no rooms 
or meals would be provided for the 
writers. For this $600 shooters would get 
a room for three days, meals and guide 
service. The rooms will be charged at the 
standard rate, currently $65+ tax, or 
about $70. Figuring 77 X $210 (3 days) 
and adding 77 X $75 for meals comes to 
$46,200. That leaves $24,255 for “guide 
service” divided by 77 = $315 per person 
or $630 for a vehicle with two on 
board..and it doesn’t provide a cent for 
putting on the event. Our group is fully 
self-contained, providing our own food 
and gear. Is it worth $315 each for two 
days of guide service? I don’t think so. 

In case I lose my memory I am 
working on three alternate plans. 


Another Cloud On The Horizon... 
A statement of intent made on July 


Continued on next page 


Greg Richards 


PO Box 5575 is Barrel Maker — Benchrest Gunsmith, ~~ : 
Hobbs, NM 88241 “Phone 1-505-392-1515 


Email ec @ wtaccess.com MC-VISA-DISCOVER Toll Free 1-877-392-1515 


~ 


NIGHTFORCE 
RIFLESCOPES 


Through Nightforce’s innovative optical design, utilizing premium 
optical glass with its multi-layer coating and large diameter 
lenses inside a 30mm scope tube, exceptional light transmis- 
sion and resolution are achieved. This unique Nightforce 
technology contributes to a razor-edge sharpness 
throughout the entire field of view. Advanced 
developments at Nightforce have resulted in the 
creation of bareaer illuminated reticles designed Model 12-42x56 
for the precision long range 
shooter. Nightforce 
: reticles are etched on multi-coated 
compound glass using state-of-the-art 
laser engraving. In addition, this design 
, guarantees exact placement of hold over 
~ points and eliminates reticle breakage. 


Superior mechanical construction utilizing the finest 

materials and precision machining to achieve strength, 

durability and reliability is another hallmark of Nightforce 

quality. Windage and elevation adjustments are calibrated in true 

moa and graduated in 1/8 moa per audible click value, available in 
standard and target turret adjustments. 


When you compare Nightforce’s riflescope features you come to appreciate the long term 
economy of selecting a top quality riflescope over cheaper substitutions. Nightforce riflescopes 
hold their premier standing among top shooters for good, solid and unparalleled reason: 


Delivering the Competitive Edge. 


LIGHTFORCE USA, INC. 


19226 66th Ave., So. Bldg. L-103 ¢ Kent, Washington 98032 NP-IRR 
(425) 656-1577 — Fax (425) 656-1578 
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31, 1998, by Mark Van Putten, President 
of the National Wildlife Federation 
should be of interest to all those inter- 
ested in outdoor shooting sports and 
especially those who read this. At a press 
conference in Denver, Colorado (where 
else?) Van Putten stated that the NWF is 
petitioning the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to declare the prairie dog to be a 
“Threatened Species” under the 
Endangered Species Act. To my 
knowledge the EPA of 1973 was due to 
be renewed after 20 years in 1993 and no 
one seems willing to take on the task of 
doing the job but it is being continued on 
some basis by congress. NWF states that 
“black tailed prairie dogs have been 
completely eliminated in Arizona”. Van 
Putten should check out the active towns 
around Seligman, Arizona. 

NWE is asking that USF&W issue an 
emergency order to classify the prairie dog 
as a “Threatened Species” in ten western 
states which means they will be 
“managed”. Van Putten states that cattle 
enjoy feeding on prairie dog towns, but 
veteran shooters realize that there is prac- 
tically no vegetation on the towns since 
the animals strip off all the grass because 
they are hungry, want to be able to see 
their enemies, and then burrow down and 
eat the roots and use it for bedding. The 
EPA has 90 days to respond to the request 


Left to Right: Brian Abel, Layne Simpson, Patrik Beckett, Clair Rees. 
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for this listing but if it feels the proposal 
has merit it can take a year to decide to act. 


Show Me The Money... 

The question also arises as to where the 
money will be found to enforce this order. 
US. Fish and Wildlife Service has report- 
edly cut back the funds given to the 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department so 
that, for the past three years, WG&F has 
been unable to continue with a black 
footed ferret reintroduction program that 
was established under the “Endangered 
Species Act”. Wyoming Game and Fish 
has so little support money that it cannot 
even conduct a survey to determine how 
many, if any, of the black footed ferrets 
that were previously placed in the Shirley 
Basin area, north of Medicine Bow, 
Wyoming, now exist. The only “manage- 
ment” with which I would agree would be 
to restrict all prairie dog shooting until 
after May | when the mating season is 
pretty well over and we don’t have 
shooters decimating the adult population. 
The entire matter is pretty much subjective 
so we’ll just have to see how it plays out. 


Final Thoughts... 

I would like to thank the following 
donors/sponsors for their support, and 
look forward to another successful 
conference next year. 

Accurate Arms, Alliant Powder, 
Barnes Bullets, Berger Bullets, Black 
Hills Ammunition, Burris Co., Bushnell 


Sports Optics, Butler Creek, Red Cornett, 
Federal Cartridge, Halton Henderson, H. 
Leight Hearing, Harris Engineering, 
Haydon Shooter’s Supplies, Hodgdon 
Powder Co., Iosso Products, Dewey Mfg. 
Co, Kleenbore Inc., McMillan Gunstocks, 
MECO Custom Arms, Millett Sights, 
Nightforce Scopes, Nikon, Pac-Nor, 
P.A.S.T., Pentax, PMC _ Eldorado, 
Polywad, Inc., Prairie Gunworks, 
Precision Shooting Magazine, Redding 
Reloading, Reticle Leveler, Savage Arms, 
Scoplevel, Sierra Bullets, Sightron 


Scopes, Sinclair International, Smith and 
Wesson, Stoney Point, Streamlight Inc., 
Superior Metal Works, Tasco, Weatherby, 
Weaver, Winchester Ammo. ® 


Ed LaPorta spots for Brett Graveline 
shooting .223 REM on AMT Action, 
6x18 Bushnell Trophy Scope. 


* SALE * 


LAPUA 
220 RUSSIAN BRASS 
WEIGHED (+/- .2 gr.) 
$.99 


TOTALLY PREPARED 


$1.99 
Plus S &H 


Hoehn Sales, Inc. 
2045 Kohn Road 
Wright City, MO 63390 
Ph: 314-745-8144 
Fax: 314-745-7868 
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BY KEVIN THOMAS 


“You throw like a girl!” Remember 
those innocent pre-teen days when this 
was the ultimate insult one American 
male could give to another? In the words 
of Bob Dylan, the times they are a 
changin’. Black plastic and aluminum 
alloy M16A2’s have replaced the solid 
steel and walnut stocked M1’s and M14’s 
as the service rifle of choice. Semi-autos 
based on the AR family are rapidly 
replacing bolt guns as the ultimate match 
rifle. Sacrilege, I’m tellin’ ya! And now 
we have the National Championships 
being swept by ... girls. All I can say is, 
it’s about time! 

What I’m about to say will probably 
ruffle a few feathers; so be it. I’m sure 
there are also those of you out there 
who’ll nod in recognition when I say that 
the average female shooter makes a better 
student than the average male. During my 
stint with the 101st MTU, one of our 
functions was to provide marksmanship 
training and support to the other units 
within the division. In conducting dozens 
of basic marksmanship classes, this same 
theme repeated itself time and time again. 
In later years, as a police officer, I saw 
exactly the same thing with female 
trainees when I occasionally got roped 
into some informal coaching. Women, 
especially those who have never handled 
a firearm before, simply listen to the 
instructions they are given, and do exactly 
what they are told. If they were given 
proper training to begin with, they 


generally turn out to be proficient 
shooters in fairly short order. Guys, on the 
other hand, come with a genetically hard- 
wired attitude that says, “I’ve seen every 
Dirty Harry movie Clint Eastwood ever 
made ... twice! There ain’t nothin’ that 
this guy can teach me that I don’t already 
know.” Good luck on getting this guy 
qualified without some serious additional 
range time. 

Shooting is not weight lifting, it’s not 
football, it’s not boxing. It is very much a 
mental game, probably 95% accom- 
plished in the mind of the shooter. 
Concentration, focus and _ intensity, 
combined with a fairly moderate amount 
of strength are key factors in the sport of 
shooting. Think about it for a moment; of 
the sports I just mentioned, and any 
others you can think of, shooting is 
virtually the only one wherein the goal is 
to stop all body movement. If anyone can 
tell me where’ having Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s bulging biceps would 
help in this, I’m all ears. Yet, we continue 
to separate men’s and women’s categories 
for purposes of trophies and awards. 

In a conversation with Mid Tompkins, 
he stated that the primary reason for the 
separation of men’s and women’s classifi- 
cations at the Olympics was the number 
of male shooters who got tired of seeing 
Margaret Murdoch walk off with all of 
“their” trophies. That would have been 
the late 1960s or early 1970s. Fast 
forward to Camp Perry 1998. Despite 


their representing a minute percentage of 
the shooters on the line, female shooters 
walked off with an inordinate amount of 
the prize table. With these thoughts in 
mind, lets take a closer look at some of 
the standouts at this year’s National 
Championships. 


Nancy Tompkins-Gallagher 

Nancy is an interesting enigma to 
those fortunate enough to know her. She 
has a competitive drive that’s absolutely 
remarkable. She wants to win like most 
people want to breathe. With that said, I'll 
guarantee you that there’s nobody on the 
line that wants you (if you’re shooting 
against her) to do your very best more 
than she does. She doesn’t want to just 
win a match; she wants to win it by 
shooting as good a score as she possibly 
can, while those competitors around her 
shoot their very best as well. It’s a truly 
refreshing change from the “win at all 
costs, anyway you can” mentality found 
in so many other sports. 

This attitude, in addition to her 
obvious talent and ability, are what make 
Nancy the truest “Champion” I’ve ever 
had the pleasure of knowing. Her enthu- 
siasm for the sport, as well as the obvious 
enjoyment she derives from the company 
of her fellow shooters, brightens up any 


Nancy Tompkins-Gallagher, the 1998 
U.S. National Highpower Rifle 
Champion. Those who know her knew 
that she would be; it was only a 
question of time. 


Continued on page 17 
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DEATH FROM AFAR, VOL . IV, by Chandler 
& Chandler. From a former principal of the 
U.S.M.C. Scout Sniper School, 24 year Marine 
veteran Lt. Col. Norman Chandler (Ret.) and 
his brother, in 270 pages talk about ...”the Ma- 
rines, rifle accuracy, Vietnam, accuracy gun- 
smithing, and military sniping. “Inner circle stuff’. 
Autographed by the author. $54.95 


DEATH FROM AFAR, VOL. V, by Chandler and 
Chandler. Its pretty much the end of an era... 
the final book in the five-volume DFA set. The 
final volume is roughly 300 pages of inner-circle, 
Marine Corps Sniping stuff, that no student of 
the art will want to miss. Roughly 3000 copies 
of this 8 1/2 x 11 full size, hard copy library- 
quality paper, books were printed, and there are 
no plans to reprint as a hard-cover (if reprinted 
at all, it will be a soft-cover). Autographed by 
the author. $54.95 


YOURS TRULY, HARVEY DONALDSON. Pre- 
cision Shooting remains today the sole source 
for this unique assembly of some of the best 
writings of the late Harvey Donaldson...cartridge 
designer and raconteur extraordinary. 271 
pages. Reduced price - $5.00 


GUN NOTES, VOL. Il, by Elmer Keith. The last 
dozen years of Elmer Keith’s colorful and unique 
gun writings. Agree or disagree with Elmer 
Keith...but he’s still great reading! $35.00 


THE ACCURATE VARMINT RIFLE, by Boyd 
Mace. The first book printed by Precision Shoot- 
ing, and our best seller. With 186 pages, & 199 
photos, in 15 chapters. All facets of compo- 
nents are discussed as well as reloading for 
practical accuracy in the field. Factory varmint 
cartridges are discussed in depth, as are wild- 
cats. Other chapters cover hunting prairie dogs, 
rockchucks, and long range shooting in general. 
Soft cover-$14.95, Hard cover-$19.95 


ACCURATE RIFLE. The classic 1973 work on 
rifle accuracy, from Warren Page, the Field & 
Stream firearms editor for over a score of years. 
With a 1996 equipment update chapter from the 
PS Editor. Soft cover-$17.95, Hard cover-24.95 


1995 PRECISION SHOOTING ANNUAL. A 508 
page, 22 chapter book, with articles by many 
PS columnists and regular contributors. All deal- 
ing with just the topic of “extreme rifle accuracy”. 
Soft cover-Reduced price $5.00. Hard cover- 
Reduced price $20.00 


PRECISION SHOOTING RELOADING GUIDE. 
Not a reloading manual, with loads and dimen- 
sions. Rather a 284 page guide to reloading for 
the various disciplines concerned with “extreme 
rifle accuracy”. Overview chapter by Fred 
Sinclair & Bill Gravatt, followed by chapters on 
Highpower (bolt gun), Highpower (gas gun), 
Benchrest, Magnums, Wildcats, Cast bullets, & 


CARTRIDGES OF THE WORLD, by M. L. 
McPherson. Eight edition, published 1997. An 
illustrated reference source for over 1500 of the 
world’s sporting cartridges, both standards and 
wildcats. Autographed by the author. $24.95 


THE TACTICAL MARKSMAN, by Dave Lauck. 
A complete training manual for Police and Mili- 
tary marksmen, as well as serious civilian rifle 
shooters. $35.00 


WHITE FEATHER, by Chandler & Chandler. The 
long-awaited “second” book on Carlos Hathcock. 
Autographed by the authors and Hathcock 
himself. A Precision Shooting exclusive offer- 
ing, limited numbers available. $54.95 


WAR STORY, by Jim Morris. Voted the best non- 
fiction military book of the decade by the readers 
of Behind the Lines magazine, and one of the 
best books ever written on the U.S. Army Special 
Forces (Green Berets) in Vietnam. Autographed 
by the author. Regular price-$29.95. Reduced 
price-$17.95 


METALLIC CARTRIDGE RELOADING, by M.L. 


McPherson. A a ook, listing over 10,000 
loads for \ ae ig@es, authored 
by DBI ( ooks) olumnist Mic 
McPherson. All co re personally 


autographed by the author. $21.95 


Working up an Accuracy Load. 3-ring binder, 
$22.95 

1996 PRECISION SHOOTING ANNUAL. This 
one is 606 pages, with 21 separate articles, all 
exclusively on rifle accuracy. All articles are pre- 
viously (and subsequently) unpublished. Soft 
cover-Reduced price $15.00. Hard cover-Re- 
duced price $20.00 


1997 PRECISION SHOOTING ANNUAL. The 
latest annual has over 600 pages, for 22 articles, 
and a great collection of rifle shooting lore, as al- 
ways. Soft cover-$26.95; Hard cover-$34.95 


PRECISION SHOOTING SPECIAL ISSUES NO. 
3 AND NO. 4. Each Special Issue is a 200-page, 
two volume “double issue” containing roughly 50 
articles by PS columnists and writers. A full 
weekend of rifle accuracy reading at only $5.00 
for each Special Issue. 


PRECISION SHOOTING SPECIAL ISSUE NO. 
5. Once again, 200 pages, and over 50 previously 
unpublished articles, much of it from PS regular 
writers and columnists. You won't get through a 
Special Issue in one sitting! $11.95 


BENCHREST SHOOTING PRIMER. Some 420 
pages, with 182 separate articles solely on the 
subject of benchrest shooting, and reloading for 
benchrest. The best articles on the topic from 
Precision Shooting’s pages 1982-1996. $24.95 


Precision Shooting Book Club Offerings 


THE LOST CLASSICS (of Robert Ruark), ed- 
ited by Jim Casada. Some 27 of the best loved 
Ruark articles, including “The Old Man and the 
Boy” series, as well as his often-quoted fare- 
well to Ernest Hemingway. $35.00 


ZIGZAG CANYON, by Ron Feldman & Mic 
McPherson. The true story of the finding of the 
long lost, legendary Lost Adams Diggin’s gold 
mine by PS columnist and graduate geologist 
Mic McPherson, located in the badlands near 
the Arizona-New Mexico border. $14.95 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT GUN by Roy Chandler. 
Eastern U.S.A. deer and bear hunting. A 1000 
copy press run limited edition. Autographed by 
the author. $15.00 


THE COMPLETE M1 GARAND, by Jim Thomp- 
son. A guide for the shooter and collector of the 
great American battle rifle. The story of its de- 
velopment, World War II usage, and its variants 
such as the sniper and match models. Plus a 
guide for today’s collector, including parts 
sources. Softcover, 147 pages $25.00 


MARINE SNIPER - The original Carlos 
Hathcock biography, authored by Charles 
Henderson, in rare hardcover version, 
autographed by Hathcock himself. $29.95 


Precision Shooting Publications 


MILITARY AND POLICE SNIPER, by Mike Lau. 
The new (1998) work from the Texas Brigade 
Armory principal. What you need to know about 
practical field shooting, plus a review of the rifles, 
scopes and cartridges of today. 350, 8 1/2x11 
pages, soft cover. $35.00 


BLACK MAGIC, THE ULTRA ACCURATE AR- 
15, by John Feamster. The definitive work 
(1998) on the AR-15’s accuracy potential at 
short, medium and long ranges, by the popular 
PS columnist. Over 300 pages. Soft cover- 
$24.95, Hard cover-$29.95 


PRECISION SHOOTING BINDERS. Keep your 
Precision Shooting safe and secure in their spe- 
cially designed magazine binders. 1994 binder 
is offered at a reduced price of $5.00 each. 
1996 binder - $13.50. 1997 and 1998 binders - 
$14.95 each. 


RIFLE ACCURACY FACTS, by Harold Vaughn. 
The long-awaited sequel to the 1909 classic 
work The Bullet’s Flight, by Dr. F.W. Mann. Al- 
most 300 pages from a leading researcher of 
today. $34.95 softcover, $39.95 hardcover. 


PRECISION SHOOTING ABBREVIATED IN- 
DEX. An index of major articles that have ap- 
peared in Precision Shooting beginning with 
the January, 1990 issue. (Approximate size is 
38 pages) $8.00 (S&H $1.00 U.S. only) 


ORDER FROM: Precision Shooting, 222 McKee Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Shipping and handling is $3.50 for first book, $5.00 for multiple 
books - U.S. Foreign orders (including Canada) will be charged actual shipping costs plus $1.00 handling. Master Card and Visa orders accepted 
without surcharge at our CT office (860) 645-8776 phone; (860) 643-8215 fax. CT residents add 6% sales tax. NY residents add 4% sales tax. 
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Just Like a Woman 
Continued from page 15 


range. In fact, I kind of get the impression 
that shooting is almost a secondary 
consideration when she comes to Camp 
Perry. One gets the feeling that she views 
it as one big well-armed family reunion, 
with a couple of rifle matches thrown in 
just for fun. 

Nancy credits her father with intro- 
ducing her to the shooting sports when she 
was in the seventh grade. A police officer, 
he took her to a hunter safety course where 
the students were allowed to try their hand 
with a .22 rifle. As Nancy puts it, that 
first time ‘“‘was like ... ohhh yeahhh!”. 
Discovering that she had a talent for the 
game led to competition in Smallbore 
matches for the next few years. Moving up 
in scale, she graduated to the service rifle, 
an M1 Garand. According to Nancy, the 
MI tried to take her thumb off about twelve 
times and she politely said, “no thank you.” 
After that someone stuck an M14 in her 
hands, and she was off and running. 
Earning her Distinguished badge with the 
M14, she eventually went on to NRA 
Match rifles. Not surprisingly, she found 
her scores climbing higher still. Given the 
better sights, greater accuracy and less 
temperamental (as opposed to the M14) 
nature of the bolt gun, this was predictable. 

Nancy has been the National Women’s 
Champion for probably more times now 
than she can remember. In addition to her 
across-the-course activities, Nancy has 
also been active in Long-Range competi- 
tion, and has been a firing member of the 
last several U.S. Palma Teams. This 
culminated in her winning of the Leech 
Cup last year (1000 yards, iron sights) 
while her oldest daughter, Michelle (then 
16) won the Wimbledon Cup (1000 yards, 
any sights). This was the first time that 
these two prestigious long-range matches 
were taken by a mother and daughter, 
much less simultaneously held by them! I 
waited to see the flurry of well-deserved 
recognition that this would receive in 
print. Surely, this story would be jumped 
on by every gunwriter in the industry. 
Nope, it didn’t happen. That, in large part 
was what prompted me to get this piece 
fired up. Nancy, of course, was just doing 
her part to make it that much more inter- 
esting by winning the championship this 
year. That’s just the accommodating kind 
of person she is! 


AUTOSCALE’ 


Ds: Autoscale is 
ily th t iti 
THE BEST ee wootur ton meinaecals 


THING FOR come along in years. This remarkably 


simple scale represents a major break- 
RELOADERS through in handloading technique and fea- 
tures dramatic improvements over tradi- 
SINCE tional powder measures and tricklers. Once 
SMOKELESS the Autoscale has been properly adjusted 
and set for the desired powder weight, sim- 
POWDER ply push the start button and it dispenses 
the powder charge into the powder 
pan...over and over again. With accuracy to 
+ or - 0 grains the Autoscale is easier, 
faster and more fun than traditional types of 
measuring systems. The heart of the 
Autoscale is the “solid 
state” electronic light 
emitting diode and sen- 
sor which controls the 
powder feed tubes. This 
patented system provides 
ee for years of high quality, pleasur- 
DESIGNED FOR ‘ able reloading. 
LARGE GRAINED For more information on the Autoscale, 
RIFLE POWDERS see your Lyman dealer today. 


@ 
n Dept. 648, 475 Smith Street, Middletown, CT 06457 
Questions? Call toll free 1-800-22-LYMAN 


Set. Julia Watson, U.S.M.C. 

For the last several years, the petite 
red-headed marine has become a real 
threat at Camp Perry. This year (again) 
proved to be no exception, as she won the 
NTI match with a solid 395x18. In the 
Presidents match, she finished up with 
295x9 for seventh place. During the indi- 
vidual matches, if Sgt. Watson’s name 
didn’t top the list for any given match, you 
could count on finding it somewhere close 
to the top. 

I tried, unsuccessfully, to get a short 
interview with Sgt Watson on the range. 
Without fail, when I was squadded on 
Viale, she was on Rodriguez. When I was 
on Rodriguez, well, you get the idea. Even 
without it, it wasn’t too hard to find out 
how she was doing; everyone seemed to 
know. While I’m not one for hovering 
around the wailing wall, “How did Julia 
Watson do?” was a commonly heard 
question among those shooters who 
thought they may have been in contention 


Sgt. Julia Watson, caught here in a 
relaxed moment behind the line. This 
year’s winner of the National Trophy 


for something. It’s hard not to know how a Individual (NTI) match, and assorted 
particular shooter is doing, with everyone other honors. 


on the range talking about them. Such is 
the case with Set. Julia Watson, U.S.M.C. Continued on page 19 


Simply the best. 


My customers have had very good success with 
BlackStar barrels in 1,000-yard competition. In my 
opinion, they are equal in accuracy and perfor- 
mance to anyone else’s barrels that | have used, 
and they seem to clean up easier. As far as 
machining the AccuMax II barrels is concerned, the 
new SS700 used to make these new barrels is 
different than 416R. In a very short period of 
time, however, | was able to see that chambering 
and threading the AccuMax II was not the problem 
| had heard about. | have installed quite a few of 
the AccuMax II barrels now, and we have become 
good friends. In fact,| am starting the 1998 |,000- 
yard season with a 6mm AccuMax II, and | am 


looking forward to a very successful year. 


David Tooley 
Tooley Custom Rifles 


Gastonia, North Carolina 


At first, | was a skeptic about BlackStar. But then, 
in 1997, | started shooting an AccuMax II in 
registered |,000-yard benchrest competition. | 
finished in the Top Five in the Grand Aggregate, 
and shooting a BlackStar barrel definitely helped 
to put me there. 

As a competitor and a gunsmith, | have found 
BlackStar’s AccuMax II barrels to be very consistent 
and very competitive barrels. In addition to being 
a real shooter, the throat on my personal AccuMax 
Il barrel looks almost new after more than 750 
rounds of .308 Baer. By comparison, there would 
usually be a lot of erosion and cracking in a 416R 
barrel by this point. Based on what I’m seeing 
now, | estimate that a competitor that shoots the 
AccuMax II will be able to double his competitive 
barrel life, and that is a BIG deal. 

There's another thing | want to mention. | have 
found that BlackStar is one of the few companies 


in the firearms business that really listens to their 


BlackStar 


customers. This is not just my experience, but that 
of many other people | know. BlackStar is always 
asking questions and looking for suggestions on 
how to make their barrels even better. And if | 
have a question, they take it seriously and get me 
an answer. This is rare in my experience, and it is 
one reason why | like to deal with them. 

These are some of the reasons why | shoot 
BlackStar AccuMax II barrels. Many of my usual 
customers shoot them as well, and more and more 
new customers are asking for the AccuMax Il. If 
you want to take the next step toward ultimate 


accuracy, you need to shoot a BlackStar barrel. 


Bruce Baer 
Baer’s Gun Shop 


Newburg, Pennsylvania 


Thank you very much for the great job which 
BlackStar performed last year on my Lilja .22 
rimfire barrel. You turned a good barrel into a 
real hummer. What you did was simply amazing. 
In my opinion, BlackStar gave me the edge | 
needed to set five new IR 50/50 world records, 
win the 10 + pound class National IR 50/50 
Championship, and become the USRA 1996 
Shooter of the Year. Since that time, | have sent 
other barrels to you for BlackStar Accurizing with 
similarly excellent results. Today, | also shoot your 
AccuMax barrel and have seen other shooters like 
Lamon Loggins (my gunsmith) win with them. | 
believe that BlackStar makes the very best rimfire 


barrels available to today’s shooter. 


Steve Arnold 
Piney Creek, North Carolina 


As a test of BlackStar’s abilities, | sent a .338 
Winchester to them for their BlackStar Accurizing 
treatment. Before | sent it off, the rifle’s perfor- 
mance was really pathetic — it shot in the 3-4 inch 
range and would often blow primers with factory 


loads. The barrel was little more than a glorified 


11501 Brittmoore Park Drive 
Houston, Texas 77041 

United States of America 
281-721-6040 


sewer pipe, and | had my doubts about what 
improvements could really be accomplished. After 
BlackStar Accurizing, however, the rifle shot 3/4 inch 
groups at 100 yards and pressure signs had 
evaporated. In addition, | found that | could fire 
40-50 rounds before | lost any accuracy at all, and 
even then, cleaning the bore was a breeze. Since 
that time, I’ve seen a lot more of their fine work, 
and | am happy to say that | recommend BlackStar 


without reservation. 


Mark Hendricks 


Montezuma, lowa 


| began shooting BlackStar AccuMax and AccuMax 
ll rimfire barrels in late 1996." | was so impressed 
that | suggested to several of my like-minded 
buddies that we all compete as Team BlackStar 
during the 1997 IR 50/50 season. To make a long 
story short, Team BlackStar swept the team 
competition last year, and Ijwas able to shoot my 
way into the 1997 USRA Shooter of the Year slot 
and break some records along the way. 

Since getting involved in rimfire, | have had the 
pleasure of shooting many different makes of 
barrels, and | feel that the BlackStar’s rimfire 
barrels are at the top of the list. From an accuracy 
standpoint, they are consistently very competitive. 
In addition, I've watched BlackStar take big steps 
towards ensuring timely delivery, and the price of 
their AccuMax II barrels is competitive with that of 
any other custom rimfire barrel on the market. 

In the end, my team mates and | shoot - 
BlackStar barrels because we feel very strongly 
that they are the best around. They help us to win 
against a lot of very talented people, which is the 
ultimate test. If you really want to win big, | 


encourage you to shoot a BlackStar. 


Jesse Oakes 
Hickory, North Carolina 


Fax: 281-721-6041 
E-Mail: blackstar@delstar.com 
www.benchrest.com/blackstar 
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Just Like a Woman 
Continued from page 17 


Noma Zinsmaster 

Sometime around 1988-89, I intro- 
duced a friend of mine to the sport of 
Highpower rifle shooting. Actually, 


dragged him kicking and screaming to a 
match would be closer to the truth, but 
you get the picture. He was a fellow 
police officer, and an avid shooter, so it 


Noma Zinsmaster, a perennial hard- 
holder, back in the game again. Noma 
was the first woman to win the 
Wimbledon Cup back in 1980. 


Lilja Barrels 


didn’t seem to be all bad. He grudgingly 
said he’d give it a try. With a coat, mat, 
rifle and scope borrowed from yours 
truly, we hied off to Camp Pendleton for 
a day on the range. Did I mention that, 
being a fairly typical cop, he was very 
macho? He hit the range with the sure and 
certain knowledge that between his years 
of police experience, natural ability, 
intense training and (overly) confident 
outlook, he could beat most any lesser 
mortal, and any female. As such, it was 
without too much surprise that I felt his 
elbow nudge my ribs discreetly, while he 
surreptitiously pointed to a diminutive 
lady moving her equipment down the 
range. As she casually slung a heavy- 
barreled Model 70 across her shoulder, he 
turned to me and derisively asked “what’s 
she think she’s gonna do with that thing?” 
Yep, you guessed it; Noma. A very nasty 
thought (immediately acted upon) 
crossed my mind. “I don’t know,” I 
replied casually, “let’s see how she does 
when the shooting starts.” This was a 
truly evil thing to do, and [ll probably go 
to hell for it ... but it was worth it. During 
the early portions of the match, I had 
enough to contend with, doing my own 
shooting and overseeing my partner’s as 
well. However, when we completed the 
600-yard string, I offhandedly suggested 
that we stroll down the line to see how his 
“girlfriend” was doing. Noma’s relay was 
just settling into their string when we 


1000 YARD 


SHOOTING 


Look at what these shooters have done using Lilja barrels in the 
1997 and 1998 seasons of 1000 yard competition: 


SEPTEMBER, 1998 
Bobby Elder wins the IBS heavy gun 
National title! 


AUGUST, 1998 
Bill Crawford fires a new IBS record 
10-shot group of 3.472"! 


JULY, 1998 
Brent Mullis wins the Williamsport, PA 
2-day World Open Championship! 


JULY 1998 

Brad Barta fired a new light gun record 
under Williamsport rules with a score of 
98 and a 10-shot group of 7.480"! 


MAY, 1998 
Bill Crawford shot a new IBS record in the 
light gun class with a 5-shot group of 2.766"! 


JULY, 1997 

Mike McNeil is the Williamsport, PA World 
Open Championship heavy gun 2-day winner! 
AUGUST, 1997 

Brandon McNeil is the overall Grand 
Champion at the IBS Nationals! 


Lilja Precision Rifle Barrels, Inc., 
PO Box 372, Plains, MT 59859, 

406-826-3084, FAX 406-826-3083, 

e-mail: lilja@riflebarrels.com_ or www.riflebarrels.com. 


All of these top shooters relied on a Lilja barrel, give us a call for your new winner. 
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took up a position a short distance behind 
the ready line. There must have been 
some tricky fishtails that day, because 
Noma dropped a few out of the x-ring. 
She finished up with a 200 with twelve or 
fourteen x’s, something around there. 
With every shot, my partner’s jaw 
dropped a bit lower. Having learned a 
humbling lesson, he’s never made a 
derogatory comment about a female 
shooter since. 

This really wasn’t fair, I'll admit, but it 
sure was fun. At that time, Noma was a 
fixture at many of the Highpower 
matches in the Southern California area, 
and a local legend. In all, she’s been the 
California State Champion (overall, 
match rifle) four times. In other words, I 
certainly knew who she was, and this 
seemed like a good way to make sure my 
partner never forgot either. She had 
already won the National Women’s title 
several times, and was always a real 
contender at any match. In fact, Noma 
was even the star in a “how-to” video on 
competitive Highpower shooting with the 
match rifle. 


Continued on next page 


TOOLEY 


CUSTOM RIFLES 


HUNTING RIFLES 
VARMINT RIFLES 
1000 YARD RIFLES 


Specializing in long, 
longer, and extremely 


long range systems. 


300 Magnum Extreme, 
180 Gr. bullet going 3400 FPS 
in a 26" barrel (honest!!) 


DAVID TOOLEY 
RIFLESMITH 


516 Creek Meadow Dr. 
Gastonia, NC 28054 
(704) 864-7525 
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HARRELL'S PRECISION 
Powder Measures 


“Culver” Types 
LARGE $200 


aw 
ae $165 


This measure is made by me on my 
CNC equipment, to the closest 
tolerances possible, of the finest 
materials, to give you the best 
measure ever made at any price. 
Bottles $5 

Extra drop tubes $3 


Schuetzen/Pistol 
SMALL RIFLE $200 


This measure was developed espe- 
cially for throwing small charges 
from 2 to 25 grains very accurately. 
It IS the most accurate small charge 
powder measure ever produced. 
Each click is .03 grain, that’s 1/3 
of 1/10 grain per click. 


Let us send you one of our 
measures to try out and 
compare. If you don’t like it, 
no problem just send it back. 


Fair enough? 


Lynwood Harrell 
Harrell’s Precision 
5756 Hickory Drive 

Salem, VA 24153 

(540) 380-2683 
Web: harrellsprec.com 
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Just Like a Woman 
Continued 


Noma took up Highpower in the early 
1970s, originally shooting the M1 
Garand Service Rifle. She earned her 
Distinguished Badge in 1983, and made 
the President’s Hundred in both 1983 and 
1984. In all, she has taken the National 
Women’s (bolt rifle) title seven times. She 
also has the distinction of being the first 
woman ever to win the Wimbledon Cup. 
Coincidentally, that was the same year 
that the Leech Cup was first won by a 
woman, Barbara Barrick, in 1980. 

After a brief hiatus from the shooting 
sports following the untimely passing of 
her husband, Noma has returned to the 
game. I’m speaking for a lot of folks on 
the line when I say, it’s good to have her 
back. This year, she showed that she’s 
kept in good form by finishing 59th 


overall (out of about 1,400 competitors). 
This was after two crossfires (caused by a 
slipping fore end stop) which dropped her 
down from eleventh place in the final 
tally. In addition to her own shooting, 
Noma has a keen interest in helping the 
juniors as well. This year she coached the 
California Juniors to a gold medal in the 
Whistler Boy team match, though 
modestly admitting that she had some 
very good shooters on the team. My own 
observation here: team shooters don’t get 
to be that good without an outstanding 
coach. Welcome back, Noma. 


Alonda Roy 

Alonda caught my attention during a 
team match wherein the I]linois team (on 
which she was firing) was squadded only 
a few points down from my own. On the 
line she presented the absolute epitome 
of a serious shooter. Her jacket’s elbow 


The Woodchuck Den, Inc. 
11220 Hilltop Road SW 
Baltic, OH 43804 


(Visits by appointment only) 


THE WOODCHUCK DEN, INC. 


(330) 897-0614 M-F 9:00-5:00, Sat. 9:00-1:00 


Shooting Accessories for the Serious Varmint/Target Shooter 


Products and Services 


Custom-Formed Brass 


17 Ackley Hornet — 17 Ackley Bee — 17 HeBee — 17 Mach IV — 17 Javelina — 17/222 Rem. — New 17 VLR™ — 
17 PPC (get ready for the new 37 gr. VLD, information packet available). Also: 221 Rem. Fireball, 17 
Mach IV — 17 Javelina — 17/222 Rem. from excellent quality Winchester 222 brass for those who demand the 
best! And 17 Rem. from excellent quality IMI or Winchester 223 Remington brass for ultra long range accura- 
cy! Also 17, 22 or 6mm PPC from quality IMI 7.62 x 39 brass! 22 Vartarg from Rem. 221! 

New Weaver V16 with 1/4" DOT in stock! Weaver 36 with 1/8 Dot! New Weaver 6-24! 

Berger Bullets: All various 17 weights and light 22 cal. including the new Hot 40 gr. Varmint bullet in stock— 


all others available. 


Available Now! “The Sensational Seventeen” Reloading Manual. 


VarTarg Series Manual & Dies 
¢ Remington 25 gr. Bullets (inexpensive and great 
for fire forming) 
Excellent Quality Winchester Brass: 22 Hornet, 
218 Bee, 222 Rem., 223 Rem. Also quality IMI 
223 Rem. brass and 221 Rem. Fireball brass 
(when available — call) 
Imperial Sizing Die Wax (the very best case lube) 
and Imperial Dry Neck Lube 
Pro-Shot Pistol and Shotgun Rods (call) 
J&B Paste 
Pro-Shot All Weather Oil 
Harrel Precision Powder Measure — the Finest! 
Wilson Precision Tools and Gages 
Dewey Cleaning Rods 
Bore Guides (call) 
Bore Mops, Solvent Bottles 
Action and Chamber Cleaning Tool Kit 
Hoppe’s Benchrest Solvent 
Shooters Choice 
Pro Gold Lubricant 
Copper Solvents 


Your Shooting Accessory Pro-Shop ! 


Lapua 220 Russian $1.10 ea. 


Load Data Sheets: For most 17s and the small 22’s 


Rimfire Bore Guides 
Sinclair Arbor Press 
Sinclair Primer Pocket Uniformers 
K&M Neck Turners (all calibers) 
K&M Flash Hole Tools 
K&M Priming Tool 
K&M Tapered Hand Reamer 
Redding Dies Available 
Quality Oak & Walnut Loading Blocks 
17 Cal. Funnels (22-45 as well) 
Bullet Comparator (all calibers) 
Ring Lapping Tool 
Loading Blocks (Hornet 222-308) 
Kroil 
Cotton Tips (6" long) 
“Lizard” Field Bag 
RCBS Dies: 
17 Ackley Hornet, 17 Ackley Bee 
17 Mach IV, 17 Remington 
(17 Form Dies — Call) 
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pads were worn through, and the 
shoulder pocket was covered with 
several layers of petrified firm grip. Her 
firing hand was covered by a well-used 
batter’s glove, while her shooting glove 
gave the impression of being broken in 
precisely to her liking, by long hours of 
practice. She handled her rifle with the 
smooth and easy grace of a shooter inti- 
mately familiar with her equipment. In 
this case, looks weren’t the least bit 
deceiving. In talking to Alonda, there is 
no mistaking the intensity or seriousness 
she places on competition. 

Like so many other Highpower 
champions, Alonda started by shooting 
Smallbore (four position) at the ripe old 
age of nine. Her father, Arch, got her 
involved in a junior program, and she’s 
never looked back. Though she describes 
herself as having been a mediocre 
Smallbore shooter (trust me, mediocre in 
Smallbore translates to real good in 
Highpower) it clearly laid a foundation 
for her. It also set the stage for her entry 
into the Highpower arena, via the 
comments of -an unenlightened (and 
undoubtedly, real embarrassed) male 
shooter. It seems that in 1983, there was a 
fellow shooting against her in some of the 
Smallbore matches at Ft. Hood, Texas. 
Being a macho, active-duty Airborne, 
Ranger-qualified type, he took some 
exception to this young junior repeatedly 
“whupping-up” on him ... especially a 
girl. In a truly unthinking moment, he had 
the bad taste to mention, publicly, that she 
was “too much of a wimp” to shoot 
Highpower. What’s more—he continued 
to dig his grave deeper—she should “stay 
in the kitchen, baking cookies.” Yeah, you 
got it ... Alonda took up Highpower, and 
started “whuppin’- up” on him there, too. 
Guys, I’m tellin’ ya, there’s a lesson to be 
learned here! 

Throughout the years, her father has 
remained staunchly supportive of her 
shooting activities. Alonda credits him 
with not only her preliminary coaching, 
but financial support in her early shooting 
career; jackets, mats, ammo ... the usual 
things. The moral support continues to 
this day, attending the matches now just 
to watch her shoot. It’s easy to see the 
pride Arch takes in her, and the desire to 
do well that it instills in Alonda as a 
result. This is a neat combination. 

Despite her self-described mediocrity 
in Smallbore, she found she had a real 


affinity for Highpower, and became 
deadly serious about it. She earned her 
Distinguished badge in 1988, and has 
stuck with the service rifle ever since. It’s 
served her well, as she shot her way to the 
titles of Illinois State Open Champion 
and State Long-Range Champion. This 
year, she took the Alice Bull Trophy, 
which is the High Civilian Aggregate for 
the Presidents match and the NTI (Leg) 
match. Through some very unfavorable 
conditions, Alonda managed to post a 684 
out of a possible 700 points (normally 
800, but the 600-yard stage of the NTI 
was cut to one string, due to heavy rain). 
She is now one of the “regulars” on the 
Illinois team, along with Don Moran, 
John Holliger and Jeff Miller. All in all, 
she said it has been a very good year for 
her. Her scores have continued to improve 
(very difficult, when we’re already 
talking about a High Master), as she and 
the team hit a wide variety of matches 
throughout the central U.S. On the frus- 
trating end, she’s taken second place in 
the Women’s category seven times in the 
NTI. Alonda wants that first place finish 
.. and I have no doubt she’ll get it. 
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Alonda Roy, High Master, 
Distinguished, Presidents Hundred, 
Illinois State Open and Long-Range 
Champion, 1998 winner of the Alice 
Bull Trophy. She’ll be adding to the list 
in the future, trust me on this. 


Continued on next page 
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Just Like a Woman 
Continued 


Michelle Gallagher, the 1998 U.S. 
Long-Range Champion. Michelle set a 
new National record this year while 
winning her second consecutive 
Wimbledon Cup. 


Michelle Gallagher 

Sweet sixteen, and never been ... 
National Champion? If so, you’re not 
talking about Michelle, who just turned 
seventeen. She won the Wimbledon Cup 
last year, making her the second half of 
the first mother-daughter combination to 
win both of our premier 1000-yard 
matches. She repeated the win this year, 
setting a new National Long-Range 
record in the process. In other words, 
anyone who thinks her win last year was 
some kind of fluke ... get over it! The 
kid’s for real! 

One of the more telling incidents I 
saw on the range this year was a fellow 
who walked up to Michelle as she was 
coming off the line, and asked her how 
she did. Sheepishly, she replied that she 
had done, “well, okay.” Then with a 
warm smile, she immediately (and 
sincerely) asked how he had done. Seems 
like she forgot to mention that she had 
just set a new National Long-Range 
record, with a score of 1446 out of 1450 
possible. Little things like that tend to 
slip her mind in casual conversations. 
Unless you specifically asked her, 
directly, if she had won a match or a title, 
it would probably never come up. 
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Down the road, she may look at 
joining her mom in shooting over the 
course, but for the time being, redefining 
several of our National Long-Range 
records seems satisfying enough. Beyond 
shooting, Michelle has her eye set on 
becoming a veterinarian, and is already 
laying the groundwork for this career. 
Wherever she winds up, I’ll bet she still 
finds time to knock down a few more 
National records in her spare time. 


Sherri Gallagher 

Sherri is Michelle’s younger sister, 
and full-time running buddy on the 
range. Contrasting the problems you’d 
expect with two competitive siblings, 
both girls display the same good-natured 
desire to see other shooters (especially 
one another) do well. They provide their 
own little cheering section, lending 
moral support. 

Sherri had some problems this year, 
and was dropping some points on 
elevation shots that she wasn’t calling. 
Later examination revealed a barrel that 
was starting to go bad, a frustrating expe- 
rience for the hard-holding junior. Unlike 
her sister, Sherri stuck with the Palma 
rifle throughout the match. Using a .308 
Winchester with 155 grain bullets, 
shooting against hotter, flatter, higher BC 
bullets, with iron sights shooting against 
high-magnification scopes, she still 


managed to hold her own quite well. 
Were it not for the barrel going sour, it’s 
quite possible that she could have turned 
this year’s matches into a clean sweep for 
the Tompkins-Gallagher clan. 

In addition to her long-range talents, 
Sherri has also demonstrated a remarkable 
ability with pistols as well. After some 
brief instruction from Ken Erdman on the 
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Sherri Gallagher continues her bid to 
become the youngest firing member on a 
U.S. Palma Team. I'll bet you she picks 
up some other hardware along the way. 
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rudiments of handgun marksmanship, he 
turned the pistol (a Smith & Wesson .22 
Auto) over to Sherri. With the innocence 
found only in youth, she followed his 
directions ... to the letter. While Ken 
watched with widening eyes, Sherri 
hammered out a tight little knot in the 
center of the bullseye. “Like that?” she 
asked. Ken told me all he could say at the 
time was, “ah ... yeah, just like that.” Do 
we see the potential for a future “double- 
distinguished” shooter here? I'd say yes, 
but for now, the pretty fifteen-year-old has 
other goals. In talking with her behind the 
firing line, she mentioned that she would 
like to try shooting over-the-course 
someday, but doesn’t feel quite ready for 
that just yet. She’s tried some informal 
silhouette shooting (which she described 
as “‘fun’”), but nothing serious. For the 


time being, she continues to work on her 
personal goal of becoming the youngest 
firing member of a U.S. Palma team. 

Whatever images can be conjured up 
about the pressures placed on young 
shooters, especially when both their 
mother and step-father are National 
Champions, Sherri and Michelle both 
remain about the sweetest, most loving, 
most well-adjusted juniors you’ll ever 
meet. Like their mother, both greet 
everyone on the range with a big hug and 
a friendly smile. It’s impossible to miss 
the pride that Mid takes in both Nancy 
and the girls ... and it’s impossible to 
fault him for it. 

So there you have it; proof that women 
are taking over the shooting sports. It’s 
been a long time in coming, but it’s here. 
Much as I would have liked, this is not an 
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all inclusive list, and there are plenty of 
other hard-holding female shooters who 
deserve to be included here. Some, like 
Leslie Cook, didn’t shoot in this year’s 
matches. Others, like Sand Pagel, I 
haven’t personally met. But I imagine I 
will in the future. After all, it’s their range 
too. In the meantime, even though I’ve 
never been accused of shooting like a girl, 


trust me, I’m working on it! 
NZ, 
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In a sleepy little country cemetery just 
outside Yorkshire, NY rests Charles 


Newton, one of the most significant and 


influential figures in the history of arms 
and ammunition. Mr. Newton is perhaps 
best remembered as the pioneer cartridge 


developer who gave us the Savage .22 Hi- 
Power and .250-3000, as well as the 
Newton series of high intensity cartridges. 
Just as significant, he is recognized as the 
originator of the smallbore high-velocity 
concept in the earliest years of this 


century, and was the system’s most vocal 
promoter. 

Charles was born in Delevan, New 
York on January 8, 1870 to a farm couple, 
Henry and Esther Newton. When the lad 
was four years old, his father pulled up his 
New York stakes and relocated the Newton 
family to a more promising farm in 
Cumberland County, Tennessee. 

Until he was twelve years old, Newton 
attended country schools, and went to the 
village graded school at fourteen. In those 
days, the education of rural youth did not 
always follow a rigid and uniform pattern, 
and oftentimes things progressed in a 
backwards direction. So it was for young 
Charles Newton. As a_ sixteen and 


seventeen year old, he taught at the 
country district school. At some indeter- 
minable point during this time, Newton 
had returned to New York state. In 1891, 
he spent three months at a_ business 
college. Five years later, he returned to 
high school, spending thirteen weeks in 
pursuit of a diploma. About this time, he 
enlisted in the New York National Guard. 
While in school, he was engaged in the 
practice of farming. An abbreviated career 
as a law student followed, and Newton was 
admitted to the New York bar in 1896. 
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Charles Newton had a lifelong attrac- 
tion to guns, and rifles of all descriptions 
were his first love. In 1900 or thereabouts, 
he began experimenting with increased 
charges in anemic cartridges, such as the 
32-40 and .30-30 in an effort to increase 
their power and efficiency. During the 
1906-1911 period, he was beset with a 
fixation towards high-velocity with a 
variety of necked-down cartridges he had 
developed, and was continually experi- 
menting with them. Newton masterfully 
detailed results of his investigations in the 
sporting magazines of the day, and thus 
created both a personal following and a 
demand for rifles chambered for his 
“special” cartridges. 

During those pre-WWI years, Newton 
won national as the foremost 
amateur ballistician in the country. Indeed, 
his own letterhead of 1918 read: “Arms and 
Ammunition Expert, and 
Engineer”. 

To capitalize on the demand he was 
instrumental in creating, he organized the 
Newton Arms Co. in 1914 for the purpose 
of importing Mauser rifles chambered for 
his line of proprietary cartridges. Almost 
immediately thereafter, war broke out in 
Europe, shutting off his source of rifles, 


acclaim 


Designer, 


and our Mr. Newton elected to design his 
own gun and manufacture it stateside. 

The Newton rifle, manufactured in 
Buffalo, New York, was the talk of the 
WWl-era gun crank, and every real rifle 
enthusiast lusted after the trendy forty- 
dollar .256 Newton rifle. At first, the 
picture was a rosy one. Interest was high, 
sales were brisk, and evaluations in the 
press were flowery in their praise. But 1917 
was the wrong time to be at the novice state 
in the gunmaking business. The US had 
entered the war in Europe. Newton’s 
recently-set-up cartridge plant was 
hijacked by our government, low on ammu- 
nition stockpiles and very much aware of 
the consequences of the condition. Nobody 
bought a Newton rifle if they couldn’t get 
the cartridges to shoot in it. These were 
scary times also for Newton’s chief 
financial backer, a manufacturer of brewery 
equipment. Prohibition had just been 
enacted. Lenders demanded payments on 
loans, and the Newton Arms Co. was thrust 
into a receivership. 

As a businessman/manufacturer, history 
tends to view Newton, the entrepreneur 
with fresh concepts and products, as a total 
failure. He went broke—more than once— 
and this is what some people choose to 
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remember about him. They don’t appre- 
ciate what he was up against. 

For whatever reason, Newton didn’t 
endear himself with the hierarchy at NRA. 
The staff was instructed to purposefully 
ignore him. Throughout the 1920’s, “the 
NRA was obliged to make a positive rule 
never, under any circumstances, to discuss 
Newton rifles or cartridges”. This is 
according to (then) Major Townsend 
Whelen in 1925. Despite the enormity of 
Newton’s authority and contributions to 
20th Century riflemen, his passing on 
March 9, 1932 didn’t even merit a mention 
in the American Rifleman. 

A lot of men who had good ideas, 
worked hard, and took the risks to become 
successful, died without due recognition. 
Their rightful legacy is oftentimes bothered 
by parasites who lay claim to having been 
associates, co-developers, or “assistants”. 
After 1932, Newton attracted his share. 
Harvey Donaldson, in particular, seemed to 
make this little project his life’s work. 

In recent times, knowledge of Newton’s 
activities has become increasingly better 
known. As a result, today’s rifleman is 
realizing that we are feeling the effects of 
this man’s influence to this day. (> 

NZ, 
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My oldest daughter passed through 
the living room to answer the front door. 
I noted that she was wearing a mini skirt 
so short that it would have made a nice 
halter top. Preferably, I thought, worn 
under a baggy sweat shirt, baggy sweat 
pants, and a trench coat. Her date for the 
evening came in, went bug-eyed, and 
uttered an audible, “Gulp.” 

Oh, not over the mini skirt, but over 
daddy. 

I was prone on the living room floor 
dry firing my Springfield MIA. I 
imagine that it was quite a shock for him 
to see me laying on my shooting mat, 
wearing my shooting coat, spotting 
scope to my left, aiming my high 
capacity, match tuned, assault rifle at a 
small black dot taped to the wall. It was 
a very one-sided conversation. 

Click. 

“Where are you going tonight?” 

Click. 

“Who else is going?” 

Click. 

“Will you be late?” 

Click. 

‘When should we expect you home?” 

Click. 

Her date stood at ramrod attention and 
answered each question with a strained 
whisper. I gave my blessings for their 
evening plans (especially since it was 
now obvious that it was going to be a 
very staid evening). After they left, I 
vowed to greet more of her dates in a 
similar manner. 

For the past two years, I have been 
back in grad school working on my 
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Masters in computer science. Shooting 
had become a distant memory. Indeed, I 
had not fired in a highpower match for 
almost a year and I had decided to do 
something about that. In the November, 
1997 issue of Precision Shooting, 1 had 
written about the trials and tribulations 
of my participation in the First Alvin C. 
York NRA Long Range Regional which 
was held from May 31-June 1, 1997 in 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee. These NRA- 
sanctioned long range regionals had 
opened up a whole new ball game in 
1000-yard target shooting and Oak 
Ridge had held one of the first such 
matches in the southeast. I had fired my 
40X .308 match rifle, but I had deeply 
wished that I had fired my Springfield 
MIA service rifle. The Second Alvin C. 
York Regional was scheduled for the 
following weekend, May 30-31, 1998. 
So, I thought it was time to dust off my 
MIA. This was why I was dry firing. It 
actually took a while to find all of my 
gear, but the more I packed and prepared, 
the more it all came back to me. Yes, I 
was really up to shoot! 

A couple of days later, I drove over to 
visit Scott and Patti Siegmund. They are 
the organizers for the Alvin C. York 
match and also another long-range 
match at Oak Ridge which is held in the 
fall and fired at 600 and 1000 yards. 

After the death of noted competitor 
Larry Moore, Scott had been given the 
responsibility for selling Larry’s 
extensive collection of firearms and 
related equipment. And do I mean 
extensive! The collection included 


eighty rifles, shotguns, and handguns, 
barrels, stocks, sights, triggers, actions, 
ammo, powder, bullets, brass, and 
numerous odds and ends in great quanti- 
ties. By this time, almost everything had 
been sold and Scott was down to the 
“dregs”. But in those dregs was 
something I dearly desired. For forty 
dollars I bought 839 never fired 
Winchester-Western Super, 280 once 
fired match LC 65 NM, and 200 once 
fired RG 83 .308 Winchester cases. The 
W-W Super was destined for use in my 
40X. Scott and I wondered how old it 
was. I vaguely recall that Winchester- 
Western was a discontinued brand. The 
brass certainly had a nice gold patina. I 
wanted the LC brass for my service rifle. 


_ The “NM” indicates that these cases 


were produced for the 1965 National 
Matches at Camp Perry. I have found 
that LC match brass from the sixties is of 
very high quality. The RG 83 is appar- 
ently a British equivalent to our LC 
match. It was still in the green boxes that 
it was issued in. Printed on the sides was, 
“GREEN SPOT TARGET RIFLE 
AMMUNITION” and “7.62mm BALL 
L2A2”. On the back was, “Produced by 
Royal Ordinance Factory, Radway 
Green, Cheshire, United Kingdom.” 
There were even fifteen unfired rounds. 
Unfortunately, when I got around to 
examining this RG brass a couple of 
weeks later, I discovered that it was 
Berdan primed. Too bad. So, I added it to 
my bin of junk .308 cases. 

As we poked through the brass, I 
mentioned to Scott that I planned to fire my 
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MIA at the long range regional. A look of 
distress crossed his face and he blurted out, 
“Do you really want to fire your M1A? Do 
you want to borrow a magnum?”. I assured 
him yes and declined the magnum. A few 
minutes later, when Patti came into the 
garage, I told her that I was shooting my 
MIA and her response was a dismayed, 
“Oh...”. None of this surprised or bothered 
me. Those of us who shoot gas guns at 
1000 yards are used to being treated like 
crazed maniacs. 

Saturday morning, as I stood on the 
1000-yard firing line, I wondered if I was 
being stupid rather than simply crazy. 
Smoke from the wildfires in tropical 
Mexico had reached all the way to 
Tennessee. It was the worst haze I had 
ever seen on the ORSA range. It 
reminded me of the killer smogs in Los 
Angeles, 30 years ago. You could barely 
discern the numbers, the bull was an 
indistinct gray blob, and the berm and the 
target frames had blurred together in a 
gray mush. Since I used a frame hold 
when shooting my M1A, I knew it would 
be a challenge to keep all of my shots in 
the black (puke gray) or perhaps even on 
the target. I seriously began to wonder if 
I should be firing my 40X. The Warner 
match sights would have at least given 
me a chance. 

There was one other minor problem. I 
had been told that the match started at 
10:00 a.m. So, I arrived an hour early. At 
8:58 to be precise. At the sign-in, I was 
informed by Patti Siegmund and Linda 
Oliver that the match started in two 
minutes. And they were sorry, but I 
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would have to shoot on the first relay. 
They were very concerned that I would 
not have enough time to get ready. 

No problem. 

I told them I would finish signing in 
later. As I walked to my car, I heard the 
range officer, Warren Clark, announcing 
the start of the three minute prep period. 

No problem. 

By the time I got my gear to the line, 
firing had started. 

No problem. 

A few years earlier, I had scored 
Mitch Maxberry on the 600-yard line in 
another long-range match. The block 
time of twenty-two minutes for two 
sighters and twenty shots for record was 
under way before Mitch brought his gun 
and gear to the firing point. Then he just 
stood there and looked around the range. 
For several seconds I wondered what he 
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was doing. Then, I followed his gaze and 
realized he was watching the wind which 
was slowly fading away, perhaps, to a 
perfect calm. A good five minutes 
passed. Finally when there was no wind, 
Mitch went prone and began to quickly 
fire. His sighters were a 10 and a X. Five 
minutes and forty seconds later, he was 
done. Mitch had fired a 200 clean and, in 
spite of having stood there for so long, 
was still one of the first shooters done. 

I was extremely interested in learning 
how Mitch shot so fast and I had watched 
his technique very carefully. For example, 
after each shot, he rapidly ejected the 
spent case and immediately chambered 
the next round while simultaneously 
viewing through the spotting scope for the 
score. This violated the almost sacrosanct 
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1-541-439-5155. the best recoil lug... Don’t you? 


BRUNO SHOOTERS SUPPLY 


NEW PRODUCTS NOW AVAILABLE 
Bruno Bolt Disengagers (Hall) 
Bruno Barrel Vises Lt. Wt. w/sleeve .. 
Bruno Hardened Replacement Points for 
Rifle Rests 
Bruno Shim Packs for Bullet Seaters 
Bruno Shim Pack for Press Die 
Bruno Sighter Cams SS Threaded Type .. 
Wick Jags - St. Steel (Dewey Rods) .... 
Bruno Drop Tubes 4”-6”-8” Redding, Lyman 
Hart Rifle Barrels, HV-LV 
Shilen Barrel Blanks, Select Match 
Dillon Electronic Scale 1200 Grain . 
RCBS Electronic Scale . 
Win 748 Powder 
Win 760 Powder 
Jewell Scope Rings Single 
Jewell Scope Rings Double . 
RCBS Priming Tools 
New Zircon Sand 15 Ibs. 
Hall Rifle Actions .. 
Nosler Ballistic Tip 22 cal 
Sako 6mm & 22 PPC Brass . 
Norma Brass 6PPC . 
Countdown Timers .. 
Bruno Wind Flags ... 
Bruno Powder Measurer Stand Custom 
Bruno shoulder bump die, 6 ppc 
Complete line of Berger Bullets Now Available .. 
JB Bore Cleaner 


NEW PRODUCTS 

Marine - Tex bedding compound 

i . gallon - $95.68; 14 oz. - 13.39; 

é .. Quart - 31.58; Jr. 2 oz. - 4.67 
Neco concentricity gage 135.95 
Neco bullet slide (BS30) 
Neco case neck dry lube kit . 
Neco Molyslide/paste 


Redding Benchrest Dies & Die Sets. Accepts new 

Wilson or Redding bushings, most calibers 
New Redding bushings, same as Wilson . 
Federal 205m-210m Primers per 1000 . 
Federal 205m-210m Standard Primers per 
Hart Rifle Rest (Varmint) 
Kleinendorst Bolt Disengagement Tool . 
Lee Auto Prime (two trays) 


Lee Shell Holders 3.25 
Dial Caliper 6” Mitutoy ‘ 86.95 
Dial Caliper 6” Mitutoyo (2 Rev.) . 73.95 


Dial Caliper 6” Stainless Steel (1 Rev.) 
Mitutoyo Ball/Tubing Micrometer ....... 
Standard 1” Micrometer 1-10,000 carbide 
Never Dull - can 
Friction Block 1 oz 
Bruno Aluminum Side Tension Rest Top 
Bruno 310 Tool Neck-Size Die, Accepts Wilson 
Bushings (less bushing) PPC, BR, .308 . 
Bruno Custom Bolt Holster 
Bruno Powder Measure Bag 
Bruno Powder Bottles ... 
Bruno Rifle Barrel Bag 
Kelbly Scope Rings (1-Screw, 2-Screw) 
McMillan Stocks (Fiberglass) HV-LV . 
McMillan Stocks (Graphite) HV-LV .... 


BOOKS 
The Ultimate in Rifle Accuracy, SOFT 
Accurate Varmint Rifle, SOFT 
PS Special Edit. 1994 OR 1995, Vol | OR II 
1995 PS Reloading Guide 
1995 PS Annual, HARD . 
1995 PS Annual, SOFT . 
1996 PS Annual, HARD . 
1996 PS Annual, SOFT .. 
Rifle Accuracy Facts... 
Modern Highpower Comp: a 
Precision Shooting Magazine .. 

1996 Complete Reloading Guide 
Warren Page Accurate Rifle - HARD . 
Warren Page Accurate Rifle - SOFT . 
1997 Gun Traders Guide 19th Ed 
1997 Shooters Bible #88 ...... 
Nosler Reloading Manual #4 
Sierra 50th Anniversary Handgun Manual 
Sierra 50th Anniversary Rifle Manual 
Hodgdon #26 Reloading Manual 


BRUNO BULLETS (add $2.00 per 100 for moly coating; 
add a $4.00 moly coat setup charge per order). 

22 Cal. - 52, 57 BT ..PER100 16.00 
22 Cal. - 52, 57 FB in Stock . PER 100 14.50 
6mm - 63, 65, 68, 70 BT ...... PER 100 16.00 
6mm - 63, 65, 68, 70 FB in Stock ..PER 100 15.00 
New 6mm 9S FB... ..PER100 15.00 
New 6mm 9S BT .. PER 100 16.00 
New 8-Ogive FB 63, 65, 68gr 6mm ..PER100 15.00 


SINCLAIR PRODUCTS 
Arbor Press - Stainless 
Neck Turner (NT-1000) 2 cal comp. 
Neck Turner (NT-2000) 2 cal comp 
Mandrels for Neck Turners 
Concentricity Fixtures . 
Dial Indicators .001 . 
Dial Indicators .0001 
Rifle Caddy Stand - 1-Gun 


Discover/Novus Now Accepted 


Rifle Caddy Stand - 2-Gun 
Side Tension Rest Top ... 
Deluxe Action Cleaning Kit ess 
Pill Bottle Adaptor (Lyman, Redding) . -. 18.50 
Neck Expander (Two Calipers) ...... 
Mini Case Length Trimmer 22, 6mm . 
Bolt Disengagement Tool (Remington) . 
Deluxe Deburring Tool, Std & PPC 
Powdered Measure Bracket . 
Seating Depth Comparitor 6 
Neck Wall Thickness Gauge w/Pilot 

(Accepts Dial Indicator) 
Phase II Primer Pocket Uniformer (Adjustable) 

Lg. & Sm. Rifle - Lg. Pistol... eeeeseeeeeeeee 23.50 
Power Uniformers (Drill Press Type) 

Lg. & Sm. Rifle - Lg. Pistol 00.0.0... ccsssssssssesseeeseees 
Series 8000 Primer Pocket Uniformer (Complete) .... 
Series 8000 Drill Press Uniformer Onlly ................00. 


Bruno Adjust Shooting Stool Oak, New & 
Improved, Padded Seat..........ceccecceeteeee $39.95 


DEWEY COATED RODS 
22, 6mm - 36” Rifle Rod ... 
22, 6mm - 44” Rifle Rod 


30 Cal. - 36” Rifle Rod 17.75 
30 Cal. - 44” Rifle Rod 17.75 
Jags - 22 or 30 Cal. .... 2.65 
Adaptors - 22 or 30 cal. . 2.65 
Dewey .17 cal. Jags ... 2.65 
Dewey .17-36” Rifle Rod 21.95 
All rods purchased with jag & adaptor ............ceeeee 22.50 


BRUNO CUSTOM BORE BRUSHES 
17 Cal. Dewey Rifle oo... eee eeeeeneeeeeee EACH | 1.75 
22, 6mm, 25, 6.5, 270, 7mm, 30, 303, 8mm 

338, 35, 375, 458 ... ..PerDozen 8.95 
Pistol - 22, 38, 9mm, ..PerDozen 8.95 


BRUNO BORE GUIDES with “O” Ring 

Rem, Hart, Stolle, Shilen, Winchester ...............8 15.95 
(State Caliber and Action) 

Hall, Wichita, other 

New Bruno Rimfires (State Action) Browning 
A-Bolt, Winchester 52, Anschutz 54, 
Remington 40X, Winchester 37, Anschutz 64, 

Remington 77, Kimber 82 

New Bruno Solvent Ports . 


BRUNO COTTON FLANNEL PATCHES 
22 Cal. 1 3/8” Square .... 
6mm Cal. 1 3/4” Square 
6mm or 30 Cal. 2” Round, 2” Square 
17 Cal. 3/4 Patch 
22 Cal. 1 1/4” Roun 


.Per1000 7.95 
«.Per500 6.25 
«.Per500 6.95 
.Per1000 7.95 
-Per1000 7.95 


Large Bore 2 1/4” Square . ..Per500 7.95 
SHOOTERS CHOICE #7 

2 oz. w/applicator ... 3.50 
40z. 4.95 
16 oz. 15.50 


Gun Grease, 10 cc. Syringe . 
Rust Preventative (Aerosol) .... 
Quick Scrub Cleaner-Degreaser (Aerosol) .. 
Shooters Choice Copper Remover 
Shooters Choice Black Powder Gel .. 
Shooter’s Choice Bore Cleaner (Gallon) . 


LUBE - SOLVENTS - SOLVENT BOTTLES 


Bruno Bolt Lube (Plastic Syringe) ............::cccceeeeee 2.95 
Sweets 7.62 Solvent 200 Ml ..........cssssseseeeseseeeeeseees 5.50 
HOPPE’S 


Hoppe’s 16 oz. Benchrest Solvent . 
Hoppe’s #9 16 oz. bottle .. 
Hoppe’s #9 32 oz. bottle 
Hoppe’s #9 Gallon Can . 
Hoppe’s #9 w/Nitro 16 oz. 
Hoppe’s #9 w/Nitro 32 oz. 
Hoppe’s #9 w/Nitro Gallon 


SWEET’S SWABS 
Sweets Swabs (22, 6mm, 7mm, 30 & up) ..... EACH 90 
Chamber Swabs (PPC), .222, 7mm, .308 ..... EACH 90 


WILSON 

Case Trimmer......... 
Case Holders .......... 
Neck Size Die (Less Bushing) 
Straight Line Bullet Seater 
Bushings (Reversible) ... 
Full Length Resizing Die 


- 25.75 
4.85 
- 32.50 
. 32.50 
- 8.50 
- 17.25 


Bullet Seater Stem and Top (22, 6mm, 30) .... . 12.35 
REDDING 

BR-30 Powder Measure 103.50 
3-BR Match Grade Powder Measure (Both) .. 86.25 
3-BRK Match Grade Powder Measure (Both) 108.68 
RS-6 Bench Stand for Powder Measure .. . 15.53 
New Type “S” Bushing Dies .... . CALL 


_ 
— 7 ae bed 


www.brunoshooters.com 
e-mail: bruno @doitnow.com 


New Bushings will work in Wilson .... - 8.50 
New Titanium Nitrate Bushings harde «11.25 


SCOPES 
Bruno Custom scope cover (specify model) 
Bausch & Lomb, Leupold (New/Old), Weaver 36X .... 15.95 
Bausch & Lomb 36X CH a3 "449.95 
Leupold 36X BR CH Blue or Silver D Serie: 565.00 
Leupold 36X BR Dot 1/8 Minute Blue D Series . 577.00 
Leupold 36X BR Dot Silver D Series 577.00 
Leupold 24X CH Blue . 540.00 
Leupold 24X 1/4” Dot Blue 552.00; ~—_ 1/2” Dot Blue 552.00 
Saunders Scope Shades B&L, Leupold .. 14.00 
ALL LEUPOLD SCOPES NOW AVAILABLE .. ‘ 
New complete line of Night Force scopes including 
36x56mm, 40x56, 55x22, 8x32, 12x42 
Weaver 36X 1/8, 3/8, dot, FCH, Blue or Silver .. 


STONEY POINT 
Bore guides 
Bullet Comparator .. 
Comparator Inserts 
Bushing Kit............. .. 25.28 
Modified Cased 
OAL Gauge 


TRIGGERS 
Jewell BR Standard 2 02. ..........008 
Jewell HVR Hunting Varmint Model . 
Jewell Model 70 Winchester 
Available Options 
Bottom Lever Safety, R/H ... 
Bottom Lever Safety, L/H 
Top Lever Safety, R/H 
Top Lever Safety, L/H 
Bolt Release Lever (Rem. 700 Type) 
Two Stage Operation ............... 
Sako Finnfire P94 BR w/Top Safety . 
Sako Finnfire P94 HVR w/Top Safety .. 
Shilen 2 0z. Competition .. 
Shilen Std. for Model 700 Typ 


K & MTOOLS 
Pee Wee Internal Deburring Tool 17 cal. .... 
Master Internal Deburring Tool (Std., PPC) 
Prof. Internal Deburring Tool (Std., PPC) 
(Markle) Primer Seater Tool (Deluxe) 
Primer Gauge W/Dial Indicator ..... 
Dial Indicator Assembly To Fit Seater 
Neck Turner W/1 Pilot (State Caliber) .. 
Lee Shell Holder for K&M Seaters and 
Neck Turners 
NEW Primer Pocket Uniformers . 
NEW Arbor Presses 


TULLER SAND BAGS - PROTEKTOR MODEL 
Rear High Heavy Bottom (Bunny or Rabbit) .. 
Standard Height Heavy Bottom............ 23.95 
Standard Bunny or Rabbit Soft Bottom 
#1 Front Bag (Hunting Rifle) ......... 
#2 Front Bag (2 1/2”) Competition . 
#3 Front Bag (3”) Competition 
Flat Elbow Bag (7” x 7”) 
Brick Bag 


HAMMOND DIES 
Full Length Die Accepts Wilson Bushings . 
Small Base Die W/Shell Holder .... 


DAVIDSON/BRUNO TOOLS 
Barrel Vise 
Rear Entry Wrench (State Action) . 
Side Port Wrench (State Action) ... 
Load Ramps Short . 
Load Ramps Long .. 
Davidson Bullet Puller (two holes) 
Davidson Bullet Puller (three holes) . 
Scope Bases State Action/Model 


WE ACCEPT MASTERCARD, VISA, AMERICAN 
EXPRESS and DISCOVER/ NOVUS 
M/C, Visa & Discover Orders Charged Additional 2% 
American Express Orders Charged Additional 3% 


No return policy after 30 days 


Please include payment with order. Also include 
ample shipping, overpayments will be refunded. 
ADD $5.00 for COD orders. All orders will be 
shipped UPS. AZ residents add 7.05% sales tax. 
Dealer price sheets available with signed copy of 
FFL. Overseas orders please include phone and 
Fax number. Prices subject to change without 
notice. Other products available. Hazardous UPS 
Charge of $12.00 on Powder or Primers. Write for 
complete price sheet to: 


BRUNO SHOOTERS SUPPLY 
21628 N. Central Ave, Suite 4 
Phoenix, AZ 85024 
Phone (602) 587-7641 
Fax (602) 587-7645 
For Orders only: 1-800-455-0350 


BRUNO SHOOTERS SUPPLY 


VisiT OUR WEB SITE AT www.BRUNOSHOOTERS.COM 


NIGHTFORCE SCGrE> BRUNO POWDER MEASURE 
VARA AKG: sai icsncnnscunsiacens 940.75 299.99 
Bie ORDO oj vanawesssireenwme 783.25 $ : 
sei LOKOE: ssvcveneowes senrenen 825.25 
5.5-22x56 NP1-RR...... BTT.75 A FULL LINE OF BERGER, NOSLER, 
8-32x56 AO Target SIERRA, & HORNADY BULLETS 
NP THRIFT, eswci sane 909.25 NOW AVAILABLE. 
VF DH OKA Sy nw ssescorccniintins 730.75 
Call for Accessory Pricing ALL BULLETS CAN BE MOLY COATED 
INCLUDING THOSE 
5% DISCOUNT AVAILABiE IF ORDERED DURING PURCHASED ELSEWHERE. 


NovemsBer & DECEMBER 1998 


NORMA BRASS 6BR - .57 EA. IN STOCK 
LAPUA BRASS Rimfire Ammo per 50 


Eley Tenex $8.26; Tenex Lite 7.99; Tenex Gold 13.66 


7 Eley Subsonic 4.48 

222 & 223 Rem pea © Eley BR 50 Match 7.99 

243 Win 47 ea 2 Eley Match Xtra 4.71 

270 Win .59 ea & Eley Practice 100 3.50 

7mm Rem Mag 78 ea & RWS 22LR R-50 40 gr. 7.94 

338 Win Mag 78 ea o RWS 22LR Special Match 6.48 

308 Win 44ea E RWS 22LR Rifle Match 40 gr. 4.92 

6BR Rem 48 ea & RWS 22LR FP-50 7.94 

30-06 49 ea £ Lapua 22LR Midas Medium or Large 8.50 

338 Lapua Mag 1.99 ea — Lapua 22LR Multi Match 5.60 

220 Russian B5ea 5 Lapua 22LR Score Max 5.92 

FS Federal Fed UM1 & Fed 1000B 7.65 

BRUNO SHOOTERS SUPPLY : Federal Fed900 & Fed900B 8.90 
HODGDON POWDER SPECIALS A Full Line Of Federal Rimfire Ammo Now Available 
H322, H4831(SC), H4198, H4895, H4227, Stolle Panda Actions in Stock PPC, 308 - $849.95 

H4350, H1000, Varget, HSOBMG 8LB. 100.00 Hall Actions in Stock PPC, 308 - Call 
H380. H414 8LB. 98.40 Kodiak Actions PPC, 308 - $899.95 
? 5 5 Winchester Bulk Brass Most Cal. in Stock 
H335, HBLC2 8LB. 98.95 Call for Price!!!!!! 
H870 8LB. 69.00 Davidson Action Sleeves Long & Short $139.95 
Varget 1LB. 16.95 
H110 8LB. 94.95 NEW PRODUCT 
A UPS HAZARDOUS MATERIAL CHARGE OF “*~ L : 
BE ADDED TO EACH BOX. Hawkeye Focusing Borescope 
UP TO 65 LBS CAN BE SHIPPED PER BOX. Hawkeye 7 Focusing Borescope $385.00 


Hawkeye 12 Focusing Borescope $491.40 


Hawkeye 17 Focusing Borescope $564.20 


Hawkeye Focusing Accessories 

Hawkeye 90° adaptor 7 $ 95.55 
Hawkeye 90° adaptor 12 $104.65 
Hawkeye 90° adaptor 17 $109.20 


ALL IMR 8 LB. KEGS $116.95 


ALL Vihta Vuori Specials 8 Ib. 107.95 
ALL Vihta Vuori 2 |b. 31.95 
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1000 Yard Redux 
Continued from page 27 


rule of not allowing your ammo to heat up 
in the rifle. So, as he picked up his gear, I 
asked if he was worried that the 
chambered round would heat up and 
effect the point of impact. “No.” He 
walked off, turned back, and added, “Gun 
powder behaves like an insulator.” 

This I had to check out and I did so a 
few days later. I set up on the two 
hundred yard benchrest range at ORSA. 
I used my MIA and the 600-yard 
service rifle load I was using at that 
time: Sierra 168 grain MatchKing, 43.7 
grains of IMR 4064, Winchester 
primers, and LC85 match brass. I fired 
20 rounds, paced 6 seconds apart, and 


575 Collins Crest Ck 


Gladstone OR 97027 “ga dogeyone z : 


recorded the velocity with a chrono- 
graph. This definitely heated the gun up. 
I immediately inserted a new magazine 
loaded with twenty rounds and 
chambered the first round. I left it in the 
chamber for exactly one minute and 
fired it. I recorded the velocity and point 
of impact. The second round was left in 
the barrel for one minute and ten 
seconds and then fired. I fired all twenty 
rounds in a similar manner with each 
round sitting in the chamber for ten 
seconds longer than the previous. The 
last round was in the chamber for four 
minutes and ten seconds. 

At home, I plotted the velocity versus 
time for both the twenty rapid-fire shots 
and the twenty slow-fire shots. For all 
practical purposes, both graphs were a 


Phone (503) 657-5902 | 
Fax (503) 687-5270 


horizontal line. Simply put, leaving the 
loaded round in a hot chamber did not 
affect the velocity at all. Nor had the 
“heating” affected the point of impact. 

I cannot help but think about all of 
the people I have observed pulling out a 
chambered round because it had “heated 
up”. All in all, probably a waste of time, 
effort, and a cartridge. Or worse, 
consider all of the occasions where the 
bullet stayed in the barrel, and the 
powder was dumped into the action, as 
the now-empty case was ejected. 

I had adopted Mitch’s technique of 
rapidly loading the cartridge and leaving 
it in. No, I still cannot fire as fast as 
Mitch and some other high masters, but 
if the conditions permit (wind, target 
service, etc.), I can now shoot faster. 
This means I do not get as tired, or need- 
lessly bake in the summer heat. 

So, time wise, I was not worried, as I 
peered through the scope at the “rumored 
to exist” targets. Unfortunately, yet 
another problem manifested itself: the 
wind was fish-tailing right and left. This 
would be the worst conditions I had ever 
fired under from 1000 yards. Maybe I am 


THEY’RE EVEN 
BETTER TOGETHER! 


Now you can get USP 
Bore Paste—the original 
formula—with our custom 
blended Gun Cleaning Oil 
in the same package! 


BOB PEASE ACCURACY 


P.O. BOX 310787 -o00O0o- AC 830 625-1342 
NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS 78131-0787 


BENCHREST EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 


Ball bearing handle K+M Super rods 
Bob Pease Accuracy practice targets 
Arbor press, cam designed by K+M lite wt. 
BoreScope by Siebert - see leade + bore 
Controlled Depth Tapered Reamer 
Corbin Cleaners, Laps and Lubes 
Dewey Sol. Prt. Cleaning rod guides 
700 Single shot ramp elim. magazine 
Hart Rifle Rest & Cotton Patches 
Jones Handy DeCapping tool light & neat 
K+M Microadjustable Tuning Tool in AND out 
Klienendorst Spring Changer & Bolt Tools 
K+M Super smooth and feel priming tool, best 
Shilen 1-4 Ib. and 2-6 ounce Adj. Triggers 
Shooter’s Choice Cleaner & Grease 
Sinclair Action Cl.Kit w/dental cottons 
Tuller Sandbags + NEW High Bun. + Rabbit 
K+M Primer pocket reamer also cleans 
Wilson Seater, Sizer, Gages & Trimmer 
Stoney Point ctg. & bullet Comparator 
Bob Pease Collections; spiral bound booklets on accuracy shooting. Vol. 1 $6.00, Vol II. $6.00, 
Vol. II $6.00, Vol. IV $6.00 + $1 ea for postg. (all four for $27.00 Priority 2 day mail) 
Call or write for 16 pages of brochure, prices, news & updates. 


Email/Internet Address 
bpease @compuvision.net 


Questions & Brochure 


No Overseas 
Foreign Orders. 
Just U.S. 50 
States & Canada 


MON-TUE-FRI-SAT 
AFTERNOONS BEST 
TO PHONE 


That way you'll be using 
one of the finest bore 
cleaners made, along 
with the gun cleaning 
oil that complements it. 


Now available at: 


AccuFlite 
724-733-3666 


Berger Bullets 
602-842-4001 

Bruno’s Shooters Supply 
602-587-7640 

C&R Arms Supply Co. 
504-464-1514 


Su; 
253-857-7557 
Sinclair intn’l. 
219-493-1858 


Shooter’s Oasis 

801-776-1273 

Spencer's 

Custom Guns ‘en 
804-293-6836 SP) DANGER: s 


Woodchuck Den, Inc. 
330-897-0614 


UNITED STATES PRODUCTS Co. 
518 Melwood Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15213-1194 
Phone 412-621-2130 Fax 412-621-8740 


PRECISION SHOOTING — NOVEMBER 1998 


weird, but I rather looked forward to it. 
My first sighter was on paper, but I fired 
far too many additional sighters before I 
went for record. I had excellent target 
service and finished in twelve minutes. 
When I was done, I looked down the line. 
Almost everybody was still shooting, 
fighting a valiant battle against the smoke 
and wind. My score of 166-1x did not 
surprise me. It was impossible to line up 
the front post on anything. At least all of 
my shots were on the target. No misses. 


JLC Precision, LLC 
Jim Carstensen 
13095 450th Ave 
Bellevue, lowa 52031 
319-689-6258 


No cross-fires. Others on the first relay 
could not say that.... 

I was very pleased to discover that I 
would next be scoring for Danny Biggs, 
who was on the second relay; and, yes, 
he was still firing the 6.5mm Rem. 
Magnum that I wrote about last year, 
and, no, he still could not find brass. (A 
couple of days later, my June, 1998 issue 
of Precision Shooting arrived in the mail. 
It contained an interesting article by Ian 
Cheeseman, who after reading about 


Benchrest and varmint rifles built with Remington or 
custom actions, M-16 extractors installed in 
Remington bolts, action trueing, custom dies made, 
rechambering, muzzle brakes, and all other types of 
custom work. Specializing in QUICK turnaround. 


Stop using the expander ball in your sizing dies. | will convert your dies to 
accept Redding or Wilson sizing bushings, as pictured. Keeps the necks 
straight and reduces case lengthening. 

PRICE REDUCED, $25.00 per die, plus $5.00 shipping. 


Create 
Your Own 


Custom Dies! 


Now You Can 
Control the 
Headspace of Your 
Reloads with a 
Simple Shellholder 
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Danny, built a 6.5mm Rem. Magnum 
target rifle. Imitation is the sheerest form 
of flattery! It also completely dries up 
the 6.5mm brass supply!) Danny nailed a 
197-8X which, considering the condi- 
tions, is a testament to his skill with the 
6.5mm. I later learned that another high 
master, Carlton Hardin, had also fired a 
197-8X which won the first match under 
technical rules. 

I was then consigned to the pits for 
four relays. It was hot, humid, and a very 
long two and a half hours. Too long! As 
I pulled and scored, it was amazing to 
watch the weather change. A cold front 
started passing through and the haze 
began to dissipate. The wind was erratic 
and rapidly fish-tailing. I could glance at 
the targets and see that scores were low, 
especially when compared to last year’s 
match. Last year, there were numerous 
scores in the 198 to 200 range. This year, 
while I was in the pits, Mitch Maxberry 
fired a 199-11X in match two. That was 
the high score and highest X-count for 
the entire weekend. Most of the better 
scores were typically around 195 to 197. 
The problem was the haze which 
destroyed the sight picture and also hid 
the effects of the wind. 

Released from the pits of hell, I 
finished signing in, walked the line, 
stared at guns, and took a few pictures. 
The first Alvin C. York Long Range 
Regional had attracted over sixty 
competitors. This year, there were forty. 
Unfortunately, this same weekend, there 
was also a 1000-yard regional in North 
Carolina and a highpower match in 
Tullahoma, Tennessee. I was saddened to 
learn that the Secret Service team had 


Change. been disbanded. I guess with such an 
The new Competition Shellholders are anti-gun President, I should not be 
packaged in five piece sets in .002” incre- surprised. There were no regular military 
ments (+.002”. +.004”, +.006”, +.008” and only two or three National 


and +.010”). Each shellholder has a dis- 
tinct black oxide finish and is clearly 
marked to indicate the amount it will 
decrease case-to-chamber headspace. 
You can now easily adjust case-to-cham- 
ber headspace of your reloads with a sim- 


ple shellholder change. 


EDDING J ESteamns 


1089 Starr Road, Cortland, NY 13045 + (607) 753-3331 * FAX (607) 756-8445 


Visit our web site: www.redding-reloading.com 


Guard/Reserve shooters. Gun wise, Greg 
Siegmund’s single shot Accurate Arms 
in .300 Win. Magnum, with a neat 
laminated wood stock, attracted a lot of 
attention. There were also a couple of 
RPA match rifles that drew admiring 
comments. The sight combination of 
Warner on the rear and a RPA ladder on 
the front had “arrived”. 

For my second match, the haze had 
cleared a fair amount but not quite 


New Competition Shellholder Sets 


Continued on next page 
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HARRIS GUNWORKS, 


INC., 


PO. Box 9249, Phoenix, AZ 85068-9249 * PH: (602)997-5370 * FAX: (602)997-5335. 
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1000 Yard Redux Continued 


enough to successfully hold on the frame. 
Again, I fired more sighters than I had 
planned. So, before I went for record, I 
pulled out my second box of ammo since 
I only had fifteen rounds left in the first 
box. When I opened the second box, I 
found that it only contained sixteen 
cartridges. It should have been full. I only 
had a total of thirty-one rounds. That left 
eleven rounds for the third match. 
Mentally, this destroyed me. My score 
was a 175-3X. I had now fired two of my 
worst scores in a row. Plus, I could not 
fire the third match. 

(At this point, I wish to issue a dire 
warning. To borrow from Willie Nelson, 
never let your children grow up to be 


Precision Shooting columnists. Before 
I was a columnist, I never had problems 
like leaving sights at home or not 
bringing enough ammo. And _ our 
esteemed Editor seems to love this stuff!) 

At the start of match three, as best as 
I could tell, four of the better shooters 
were in close contention: Mitch 
Maxberry, Danny Biggs, Carlton 
Hardin, and Mike Hoover. While I was 
scoring for Danny, Mitch walked up and 
intently watched. I correctly assumed 
that it was boiling down to a race 
between Mitch and Danny. I asked and 
Mitch informed me that he had fired a 
198-8X. Danny scored a 195-6X. Mitch 
won the day with a 589-25X to Danny’s 
589-23X. Third place was a distant ten 
points lower. 


PRECISION BENCHREST 6mm BULLETS 


Don Gentner's bullets .... the 6mm bullets that have set so many 
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Gentner Bullets 


Made on benchrest-proven Detsch 


carbide dies. These extraordinary 
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flatbase at $75.00 per 500; boattail 
at $85.00 per 500. 22 caliber are 
now available at the above prices. 


109 Woodlawn Ave., Upper Darby, PA 19082 (610) 352-9396 
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Accuracy minded owners of factory rifles 


If you are the owner of a Remington 700 VS, 
SS, BDL, ADL, or Browning A-Bolt, Winchester 
M-70 or any other factory rifle, you can benefit 
from our Accurizing service. For just $275.00 we 
will recrown the barrel with a match grade crown, 
adjust the trigger, pillar bed, float the barrel, lap the locking lugs on the 
bolt, lap the scope rings, and properly remount the scope. 

Your rifle can benefit from this work which brings it up to where it 
should have been from the factory. Give your factory rifle a chance to 
deliver the accuracy that you expect. 


Phone: (803) 827-2069 
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1200 Old Jackson Hwy. 
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By the way, I did get to fire match 
three. Thanks to Mitch, that is. He gave 
me a bag of his .308 Palma load: 155 
grain Sierra MatchKing (of course), 
Winchester Palma cases, and 45.0 grains 
of Varget. My Obermeyer 5R, 1:10 barrel 
apparently continues to hate the 155. I 
had almost no wind to fight, but I worked 
my scorer to death marking high, low, 
right, and left 8’s. 

I admitted to myself that I should not 
have fired my MIA service rifle. As I 
drove home, I vowed to fire my 40X 
for the two scoped matches scheduled 
for Sunday. 

Sunday morning, I regretted my 
decision the second I walked out onto 
the 1000-yard range. It was crystal clear. 


The smoke was gone. The humidity was 
gone. The sky was a brilliant, vibrant 
blue. The black of the bull stood in sharp 
contrast to the tan of the target which in 
turn stood in sharp contrast to the bright 
green grass on the target berm. It was 
one of those days that made you glad to 
be alive. This was also one of those days 
that you knew you could kick butt with 
a service rifle. Then I looked through the 
spotting scope and my blood pressure 
jumped ten points. The wind was fish- 
tailing back and forth as bad as I had 
ever seen it on the range. Suddenly, I 
was glad we were shooting scopes. 
Looking through my 20X Leupold, I 
would be able, in theory, to catch quick 
changes and make adjustments. 


ANTHONY’S PRECISION RIFLES 
HIGH QUALITY RIFLE SMITHING 


Specializing in custom ... 


Benchrest rifles 
Varmint rifles 


Remington 700 / XP 100’s 


Pillar Bedding 


Call: Anthony Pettiti 
15539 Usher Street 
San Lorenzo, Ca 94580 


510-538-1288 (Afternoon’s are best) 


Manufacturing Co. 
The Gunsmith’s Tool Maker 


Handcrafting 
is our 


philosophy 


Modern technology 
is our 
method 


1645 WEST HAMLIN ROAD, * ROCHESTER HILLS, MI 48309-3312 USA 
TELEPHONE 248-853-5555, OR FAX 248-853-1530 * HRS: M-F 8:30 am - 5:00 PM 


In match four, the person who kicked 
butt was Mitch with a 199-8X, but I was 
very pleased with my 191-7X. Vertically, 
I stayed within the 10-ring, but horizon- 
tally, I strayed out to the left and right 8- 
ring. Danny, using iron sights, fired a 
196-10X. This put him in second place, 
down by three points. For match five, I 
positioned my spotting scope so I could 
score Danny and watch Mitch’s target at 
the same time. Mitch fired a 9, 10, 10, 
and an X. I assumed these were his 
sighters. Danny got off to a good start 
with 10s and Xs. Then an 8 was scored 
for Mitch! The wind! Mitch’s next shot 
was a 9. Yet another 9 was scored for 
Mitch. And then Danny also had a 9. 
Finally, both shooters settled back to 10s 
and Xs. Then Mitch had another 9. My 
gawd, I wondered, had Mitch lost five 
points just in his first string? Suddenly, I 
realized that Danny could win the match. 
I was not surprised when, just as Danny 
fired his twelfth round, a 9, Mitch arrived 
to watch. He held up his score card, a 
95-2X and a 100-4X. If Danny’s 
remaining eight shots were clean, he 
could win by the X count. Danny’s seven- 
teenth shot determined the match. The 
wind struck! An 8! 

Mitch had a 983-39X, Danny a 981- 
40X, and I had had a ring-side seat to 
some very fine shooting between two top 
shooters under very adverse conditions. It 
had been a pleasant weekend, but I was 
already looking forward to the next 
weekend, June 5-8, when a highpower 
regional would be held at ORSA. Friday 
would be a leg match/practice session, 
Saturday an 800 point across-the-course 
highpower match, Sunday morning a 
highpower team match, and Sunday 
afternoon a 1000 yard match. Due to 
family matters, I could only attend the 
1000 yard match and I made a firm 
decision to shoot the 40X. 

Sunday began a bit early for me. At 
4:00 a.m., my wife and I crawled out of 
bed and took our seventeen year old 
tomboy to her high school to meet a 
bus. She left at 4:30 a.m. for ROTC 
camp in Indiana. 

I arrived at ORSA at noon. After the 
lower than expected turn out for the long- 
range regional, and considering that 
attendance at our highpower match had 
declined somewhat over the past few 


Continued on next page 
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1000 Yard Redux Continued 


years, I only expected to see twenty or 
thirty shooters competing in the team 
match. When I drove onto the range, my 
jaw dropped. There were so many cars 
driving from the three hundred yard line 
to the six hundred, it looked like rush 
hour on the interstate! I had trouble 
finding a place to park. I walked onto the 
berm and looked around. There were 
eighty competitors! To my great surprise, 
both the Army and the Marines were 
there and civilian shooters from all over 
the East. Since not a shot had been fired 
from the six hundred yard line, I knew 
that it would be a good two hours before 
the 1000-yard match started. This pleased 
me! There were tons of guns and gear to 
stare at and lots of talking to do. Several 
people filled me in about the Saturday 
highpower match. Every point on all four 
relays had been filled and they even had 
to turn away eight or nine people who 
had not pre-registered (including a 
national champion!). It was a match for 
hard holders and very high scores. 

As the first relay fired, I walked 
behind the line and eyeballed the guns. It 
very quickly dawned on me that the 
revolution in highpower that everybody 
has been talking about had arrived at 
Oak Ridge en masse. The new top gun 
was the M16/AR-15. For the first and 
third relays, I catalogued and counted the 
guns being fired. Here are the numbers: 


Gun Number 

M16 18 (Military, both Army 
and Marines. I think 
there was some double 
team firing.) 

AR-15 11 (Civilian service rifle.) 

AR-15 4 (Civilian match rifle = 
space gun.) 

MIA 10 

Bolt 4 

Total 47 


Note that 33 out of the 47 guns were 
M16/AR-15 type rifles. And even if you 
discount the military, more than half of 
the civilians were using AR-15s. And 
they could really use them! I watched 
Jack Case nail a 199-14X with his space 
gun from the 600-yard line! All in all, I 
found this to be very interesting. And 
yes, I have read both John Feamster’s 
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and Glen Zediker’s books about match 
tuning the AR-1I5 as service rifles and 
space guns. However, I very seriously 
doubt that I will join this current fad. 
Simply because, I had already been 
there, done that, and had moved on. 

In late 1983 I had suffered a bad back 
injury. The admonition from the doctor had 
been very clear. For the next six months, I 
could only fire .22s. At the big February, 
1984 gun show in Knoxville I found myself 
lusting over a Colt AR-15 HBAR. Wow! I 
was in love! And it was a .22 caliber. (I 
make a lousy patient!) For $600.00 the gun 
was mine. For the next several years, I had 
the distinction of being the only highpower 
shooter at ORSA who regularly fired an 
AR-15. If I had a dollar for every time I had 
heard the term, “mouse gun”, or worse, I 
would be a very wealthy man. 


Full time gunsmithing shop dedicated 
to high quality and accurate work. 
Over 20 years of Professional 
Engineering experience. 
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The gun, out of the box, was so 
accurate, I could not believe it. The 100- 
10X in the picture clearly demonstrated 
the accuracy at 200 yards. The load was 
WCC brass, 69 grain Sierra Match King, 
24.7 grains Win. 748, Winchester 
primers. The gun also loved the Accurate 
Arms 2230 powder. 

And there was NO recoil! In rapid 
fire, I never lost sight of the bull. I even 
tried 52 grain bullets, which the gun also 
loved and which had even less recoil. I 
became fascinated with pushing my 
HBAR to its full accuracy potential, but 
judging from the reaction from my 
fellow highpower shooters, I was consid- 
ered to be way out in the lunatic fringe. 


I did get to talk to Gene Stoner (father 
of the M16) about my using the AR- 
15A2 in highpower matches and about 
my accuracy tests. He got very excited 
and began to pound his fist on the table 
to emphasize the fact that the M16/AR- 
15 design is inherently accurate. He 
firmly predicted that the M16/AR-15 
would eventually overwhelm the 
M14/M1A. I will never forget the sight 
of Stoner pounding his fist. 

In the February, 1988 issue of the 
American Rifleman, James Christopher 
rather daringly proposed that the time 
had come to make the M16/AR-15 the 
primary highpower service rifle. I could 
not pass this up and wrote a letter to the 
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editor. My letter and eight others were 
published in the April, 1988 issue. I have 
reproduced my letter below to give you 
an idea of what the lunatic fringe was 
doing at that time: 


Editor: 

I strongly support James Christopher's 
thoughts on service rifle matches. The 
service rifle should be shot with the 
service rifle, and the M16 has been the 
service rifle for two decades. I also feel 
that exotically modified M16/AR-15s 
should not be allowed to compete as 
service rifles; rather they should be 
classified as match rifles. 

Yes, using an AR-I15A2 HBAR at 600 
yds. is difficult, and, no, the HBAR 
cannot compete with a match-grade M14 
at that distance. But that is no reason to 
reduce the National Match Course down 
to 500 or 400 yds. I enjoy the challenge 
of shooting at 600 yds., and there are 
currently three .224" bullets on the 
market that are suitable for that distance: 
Sierra MatchKing 69-gr. HPBT, Hornady 
Match 68-gr. HPBT, and the Berger 
Bench Rest 65-gr. 

When I began testing the Sierra 69- 
gr, I called Sierra and asked for help. 1 
was told that because the HBAR has a 
barrel twist of 1:7", the 69-gr. HPBT 
would achieve its best accuracy with a 
muzzle velocity between 2700 and 2800 
fp.s. and that proved correct. In an AR- 
I5A2 HBAR, you cannot fire this 69-gr. 
bullet much beyond 2900 f.p.s. without 
exceeding safe, recommended pressures. 


Continued on next page 
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1000 Yard Redux Continued 


A peculiar aspect of the Sierra 69-gr. 
HPBT is that its ballistic coefficient 
drops from 0.339 to 0.331 at a velocity of 
2800 f.p.s. and above. Even if you 
change the barrel twist the loss in the 
ballistic coefficient, combined with the 
upper velocity limit of 2900 f.p.s., leaves 
little gain at 600 yds. 

This year I look forward to testing 
the Hornady and Berger bullets at 600 
yds., and to try “recoiless” loads for 


* Laser Guided Bullet Pointer 
¢ Beautiful Gift Case 
¢ Great Item For All .50 Cal 


Enthusiasts 


>149°° 


plus Shipping & Handling 


the 200-yd. rapid fire (52-gr. HPBT at 
low velocities). 


Bill Deane, Tennessee 


However, the true tenor of the times is 
best captured by the letter printed right 
after mine: 


Editor: 

I read James Christopher’s article with 
a great deal of dismay. I feel that many 
shooters will not compete in the service 
rifle matches if forced to use the AR-15A2 
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or M16. There are those of us who dislike 
the M16 more than we like shooting.... 


Lt. G. S. Pikula, Massachusetts 


In retrospect, it was a miracle that 
James Christopher wasn’t tarred and 
feathered and run out of town on a rail! 

When I started scoring in the 190s at 
six hundred yards, using the Sierra 69 
grain MatchKings, several other club 
members bought AR-15 HBARs and I 
wasn’t the lone gunman any more. 
However, I got interested in 1000-yard 
service rifle and since my AR-1I5 had 
5,500 rounds through it, I sold it for 
$850.00. I bought a stock MIA and had 
Ronnie Morris match tune it for me. 

And I have never looked back! 

The Army took first and second place 
(1957-71X, 1956-65X) and the Marines 
took third and fourth place (1954-80X, 
1942-55X) in the team match. I briefly 
talked to a couple of the Marines. They 
said that they were still getting used to the 
Ml6s and most everybody felt that they 
were slightly behind in the learning/experi- 
ence curve compared to the Army. But they 
were catching up very rapidly. I would not 
at all be surprised to learn that a Marine 
took first at Camp Perry this summer. 

I heard that primers were “falling 
out” and “into actions” on a few 
occasions for the Marines. One expert 
blamed this on too tight chambers and/or 
too tight necks which caused excessively 
high pressure. If you were just using the 
69 grain bullets, you could tune the rifle 
to shoot gawd awful small groups at two 
and three hundred yards. The same is 
true if you were just shooting the 80 
grain bullets at six hundred yards. 
However, to be successful, the M16/AR- 
15 gun must handle both 69 and the 
longer 80 grain bullets. There is a real 
trick to getting the chamber/neck dimen- 
sions to fire both accurately. This is 
something to discuss very carefully with 
your gunsmith. 

Finally, we moved back to the 1000- 
yard line. The match director, Charlie 
Smart, runs three relays at that distance, 
with the second relay scoring for both the 
first and the third. I was very pleased to be 
assigned to the second, for I was really 
looking forward to watching the 1000-yard 
battle between the Army and the Marines. 


Continued on page 38 
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1000 Yard Redux 
Continued from page 36 


I found that I was scoring for Jim Brag 
from Ohio. He was shooting a new match 
rifle in 6.5x57mm (Verily, 6.5mm rules at 
1000 yards). Jim was in the process of 
preparing his 6.5 cases, surprisingly, not 
from the 7x57mm cases as I would have 
thought, but rather from .30/06 cases. He 
explained that he was only shooting so that 
he could finish fire forming and not to 
expect much score-wise. 

I was very pleased when two Army 
shooters with M16s set their gear down 
immediately to our right. I had never 
seen the M16 fired successfully at 1000 
yards. This was going to be interesting. I 
looked for the Marines. However, there 
were no Marines. Oh well... 

As I scored for Jim, I also kept a careful 
eye on the Army shooter. He got the M16 
onto the black rather quickly and started 
shooting a score that I calculated would at 
least be in the 180s. Then he had two 
misses in a row. The armourer came over 
and they fiddled with the front and rear 
sights. But I knew that they were wasting 
their time. There had been a “minor” wind 
shift. The simple fact was that the 80 grain 
.224" bullet had been completely blown 
off the target. In comparison, under the 
same wind change, Jim’s 6.5mm had gone 
from the 10 ring out to the 8 ring. That tells 
you everything you need to know about 
using the M16 at 1000 yards. 

After the match, I looked over the 
service rifle scores. An Army shooter, C. 
S. Hatcher, using a M16, won the service 
rifle match with a 194-4X. A very fine 
score! However, the rest of the scores 
were not what you would expect from 
the military, and I was not too surprised. 

At Big Ed’s Pizza, I asked several of 
the Marines why they had not competed 
in the 1000-yard match with their M16s. 
The answer was very simple, most of the 
team had not sighted in at that distance. 
So those in command sent the team to 
Big Ed’s for pizza and beer and skipped 
the 1000-yard match. 

My advice to the Marines: skip sighting 
in your Ml6s at 1000 yards and instead 
continue to have faith in your M14s. 

To me, firing the M16/AR-15 at 1000 
yards is like trying to make a silk purse 
out of a sow’s ear. There are three main 
reasons why I prefer the M14/MI1As at 
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that distance. 

1. Ihave heard numerous competitors 
point out that the .224" 80 grain VLDs 
have a ballistic coefficient comparably 
to the Sierra .308" 168 grain MatchKing 
HPBT. Strange, but that is not what the 
numbers say in the Sierra Rifle 
Reloading Manual: 


80 grain .224" HPBT 
.420 at 2200 fps and above 
400 between 2200 and 1800 fps 
.393 at 1800 fps and below 


168 grain .308" HPBT 
.462 at 2600 fps and above 
.447 between 2600 and 2100 fps 
.424 between 2100 and 1600 fps 
405 at 1600 fps and below 


175 grain .308" HPBT 
.505 at 2800 fps and above 
.496 between 2800 and 1800 fps 
485 at 1800 fps and below 


The ballistic coefficients show that 
both the Sierra 175 and the 168 fired out 
of a M14/MIA will be ballistically 
superior at all distances out to 1000 yards 
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compared to the Sierra 80 grain fired out 
of a M16/AR-15. Of course, the wise 
M14/M1A competitor will use the 175s. 

2. Another important factor is that the 
M14 has a much longer sight radius than 
the M16. I have always found sight 
alignment to be easier with my MIA 
compared to a HBAR. 

3. The .223 Rem. must be loaded 
very very hot to perform at 1000 yards. 
It is no secret that some competitors are 
using loads that exceed recommended 
pressures. Gene Stoner assured me that 
the M16/AR-15s have amazingly strong 
actions, but can the cartridge compo- 
nents such as the brass and primers 
safely handle such high pressures? In 
comparison, the 175s are very effective 
with reasonable loads. 

Clearly the better choice for 1000 
yards is the M14/MI1A. 

Having said this, I still expect more and 
more shooters to use their M16/AR-15s at 
1000 yards. Welcome to the lunatic fringe! 
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Truing Sleeve & Mandrel 
w/Bolt Fixture 


Action Wrench 
on Rem. 


Call your order in: 
(360) 599-2047 Fax (360) 599-3018 
Visa & Mastercard accepted 


PAC-NOR BARRELING 


“Your Barreling People” 
Pull buttoned, stress relieved and hand lapped chrome-moly and 


stainless rifle barrels 


e Barrel Blanks 
¢ Contoured Blanks 
e Prefit Barrels 


Most standard & hundreds of wildcat chamberings 


For information write or call: 
PAC-NOR BARRELING 


99299 Overlook Rd. 


P.O. Box 6188 


Brookings, Oregon 97415 


Phone (541) 469-7330; FAX # (541) 469-7331 
www.pac-nor.com 


RUSS HAYDON’S SHOOTERS’ SUPPLY 


15018 Goodrich Dr. * Gig Harbor, WA 98329 ¢ Ph. (253) 857-7557 * Fax (253) 857-7884 


HAYDON 
Carbide Primer Pocket Uniformer w/handle 
specify small or large rifle 
Carbide Primer Pocker Uniformer, cutter only - 
specify small of large rifle 18.95 
Flash Hole Uniformer - specify standard or PPC 15.95 
Mirage Shade, mylar, attaches to barrel 3.00, 2/5.00 
Slip-on scope covers for Leupold AO scopes, 
fits old or new, vinyl $2.00 ea. or 3 pair for 5.00 
Base for Wilson dies 7.95 
Leather Bolt Holster 14.95 
Delrin Rod Guide for Winchester 52, Anschutz 54, 
Remington 40x Rimfire, Remington .37, 
Ruger 77/22, Others specify rifle. 14.95 


$24.95 


Cleaning Rod Case Single 8.50, Double 21.95 
Cleaning Rod Guide, “O” ring type - 
specify both rifle & cartridge 16.50 


M16 Breech Rod Guide. “O” ring seals chamber to 
keep gunk from coming back into action; delrin 16.95 


Solvent Port for “O” ring rod guides 6.00 
Extra “O” Rings - specify cartridge 65 
Cleaning Rod Guide, “O” ring type with built-in 

solvent port - specify rifle & cartridge 21.50 


Powder Bottle 3.95; with bottom cap - 4.95 
Pill Bottle Adapter for Redding powder measure —- 18.95 


Drop Tube - specify Redding, Lyman or RCBS 16.00 
Scope Ring Lapping Kit, 1” 15.95 
Lapping Kit Refill 2.95 
100 yd. 6-bull practice targets 1.95/doz. 
Arbor Press 89.95 
Action Wrench 39.95 
Barrel Vise 42.00 
-22/52gr. or 6/68 gr. Bullets, per 100 13.95 
Moly coating service, add $2.00 per box of bullets 
20 rd. Loading Block - specify PPC or BR 14.95 
Stock Sock 13.95 
Mainspring Changing Tool 14.95 
3 Hole Bullet Puller 17.95 
Chamber Plug - specify cartridge 8.95 
Rem 700 Single Shot Adapters, short & med 8.50 
or long 10.25 
Wind Flag, requires Stand 21.95 
Scope Bases for Rem, Hall, Nesika Bay, Shilen 18.50 
Extra Long Rear Bag, “The Hump” 62.00 
WILSON 
Case Trimmer less case holder 27.95 
Case Holder, Standard - specify cartridge 4.75 
Power Adapter for Case Trimmer 7.50 
Straight Line Seater - specify cartridge 34.95 


Extra Top Assembly for seater - specify caliber 13.50 
Neck Sizer Die less bushing - specify cartridge 34.95 


Bushing - specify size 8.75 
Extra Decapping Pin for neck sizer die 

- state cartridge 4.50 
Blank Neck or Seater Die - specify caliber 29.50 
SINCLAIR 
Power Primer Pocket Uniformer, carbide 

- specify large or small 16.95 


Neck Turning Tool, dual caliber - specify 
17 & 22, .22 & 6mm, .25 & .270, or 7mm & 30 68.95 


Mandrel, dual calibers as above - specify 9.75 
Comparator, handles 6 calibers - .224, .243, 

.257, .277, .284 & .308 14.25 
Neck Expander Die without mandrel (uses 

same mandrel as neck turning tool) 16.00 
Seating Depth Gauge - specify action 18.50 
Chamber Length Gauge - specify caliber 4.75 
DEWEY MFG. 


Nylon coated Rods complete with brush adapter & jag 
.17 Cx 36” (jag only with .17 as no adapter required) 
22 x 36” or 44”, .270 & up x 36” or 44” 22.95 

Other Speciality Rifle & Pistol Rods Available _ please call 

Brass Jags - .17, .22, .24-6mm, .27-7mm, .30& up 2.75 

Parker Hale-style Brass Jags - .22 or .30 - specify 3.25 

Brass Brush Adapter - specify .22 rod or 
.270 & up rod 2.00 

SMPH - converts .22 Parker Hale rod to 8/32 brush 2.25 

LMPH - converts .30 Parker Hale rod to 8/32 brush 2.25 

Muzzle Guard, Centers rod to protect muzzle while 
cleaning. M14, 5.00 M1 Garand, 6.00 Mini14, 6.00 


STONEY POINT 

Chamber-All OAL Gauge - specify case 34.95 
Chamber-All OAL for semi-autos & levers 38.95 
Modified Case for above 3.95 
Bullet Comparator - requires insert 11.75 
Comparator Insert - specify caliber 2.85 
Bore guide, .17-.25 or .26 & up 21.00 
Target Knobs- Leupold or Tasco Matte 29.95ea/$57.95pr 
SCOPES 

Call for price 


Leupold, Lightforce, Weaver scopes 
NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS 


PRO-SHOT 

100% Cotton Flannel Patches, 500 per bag 
3/4” square, .17 caliber 4.50 
1-1/8” square, .22 caliber 4.85 
1-3/8” square, 6mm centerfire 4.95 
1-3/4” square, 6mm through 30 caliber 5.95 
2” round, .30 through .38 caliber 6.75 
2-1/4” square, .38 through .45 (250) 4.75 


Spear Point Jags, use with brush adapter on 
Dewey rods - specify .17 .22/6mm, .25, 7mm, 
30, .338 2.50 


BRUSHES & MOPS 

Brass Core with Bronze Bristles 
specify caliber, rifle or pistol 

Brass Core with Nylon Bristles 

.22,6mm, .270-7mm, .30 

-20 Rifle Brushes 


1.00 ea. or 9.25/doz. 


1.00 ea. or 9.25/doz. 
1.95 ea., 19.50/doz. 
-17 Rifle Brushes, bronze ornylon _1.35 ea., 13.50/doz. 
.50, 8x32 thread brushes, bronze 1.75 ea., 17.50/doz. 
Bore Mops, Brass Core, also great as Chamber Swabs 


17, .22, .24/27, .30/35, .38 & .45 1.50 
HARRELL’S PRECISION 

Vari-base Die with 3 base bushings 100.00 
Compact Reloading Press, spec. ppc or .308 150.00 
Large Powder Measure 205.00 
BR Powder Measure (10-60 gr.) 169.95 


Ask for FREE Lapua Baseball Cap 


with $50.00 minimum order 


TULLER/PROTEKTOR SANDBAGS 


No. 1 Front Hunting Rifle 12.50 
No. 2 Front, 2-1/2” wide forearm (varmint) 12.50 
No. 3 Front, 3” wide forearm 12.50 
Rear Bags - specify bunny or rabbit ears 
standard model 20.95 
thick base 27.50 
custom, 1” higher, all heavy-duty 35.50 
Brick Bag for elbow comfort Lg. 14.95, Sm. 11.50 
No. 2 Straddle Bag 16.95 
NEIL JONES CUSTOM PRODUCTS 
Depriming Tool, complete - specify cartridge 40.00 
Depriming Tool Shell Holder - specify .222 & PPC, 
.222 & .30 or .30 & mag. 12.00 


Replaceable Punch for above tool - specify 
caliber (.17, .22, 6mm, .270, 7mm, .30, .338) 10.00 


.22RF Accuracy Gauge 44.00 
K&M 
Master Flash Hole Deburring Tool - 

specify .17, standard or PPC 9.50 
Professional Flash Hole Deburring tool - 

specify standard or PPC 14.50 
Primer Seater Tool - specify cartridge 39.95 
Priming Gauge with Dial Indicator 97.50 
Tapered Case Mouth Reamer 18.00 
Micro-adjustable Neck Turner - specify cart. 60.00 


Extra Mandrels for Neck Turner - specify 
17, .22, 6mm, .25, 6.5, .270, .284, .30, or .338 9.00 


Expander Die for Neck Turner, specify caliber 15.00 
Arbor Press 63.00 
JEWELL TRIGGERS 
Sako Finnfire w/safety, BR...180.00; HVR...195.00 
Standard BR 1.5 oz. 135.00 
HVR Hunter Varmint 150.00 
Options for above 
Bottom Lever Safety 25.00 
Top Lever Safety 35.00 
Left Hand Safety Add_ 10.00 
Bolt Release 10.00 
Model 70 185.00 
2-Stage 15.00 
Scope Rings single 99.95; double 119.95 
REDDING - Full Line Distributor 
3BR Powder Measure 89.95 
BR30 Powder Measure 109.95 
RS-6 Stand for above measures 16.75 
RS-1 Scale - 35.00; RS-2 Scale - 48.00 
Carbide Expander Kit - specify caliber 13.95 


Competition Seater or Neck Die - specify cartridge 63.95 


Full Length Die Sets from 27.95 
Bushing-style FL or Neck Die 35.95 
Titanium Coated Bushing 12.95 


Competition Shellholder Set - specify cartridge 30.95 
NECO 


Bullet Moly Coating Kit 137.50 
Moly Slide Paste 7.10 
NEW Bullet Slide Kit - 34.75; refill - 19.55 


NOW on the webat: 
www.shooters-supply.com 
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Benchrest ¢ Target * Varmint 


SOLVENTS & OILS 
4 oz. Solvent Dropper Top Bottle 2.25 or 3/6.00 
Forrest Bore Cleaning Foam 9.95 
Gun Silk Grease, syringe 5.95 
Imperial Sizing Die Wax 1 oz... 2.95; 2 02...4.95 
IOSSO Bore Cleaner 5.95 
USP Bore Cleaner (Replaces JB formula) 5.50 
Kroil, 8 oz. can 5.00; gallon 30.00 
PAL Shooter’s Kit 9.95 
Pro-Shot Pro-Gold Lubricant, 2 oz. 2.95 
RB-17 Gun Cleaner, 4 oz. 7.00 
Remington Bore Cleaner 6.50 
Shooters Choice, 2 oz., dropper bottle 3.50 
Shooters Choice 4 oz., 5.50; 16 oz., 15.95 
Shooters Choice Rust Preventative Spray 3.50 
Shooters Choice Gun Grease, 10cc syringe 3.50 
Shooters Choice Quick-Scrub III, 18 oz. spray 5.50 
Shooters Choice Copper Remover, 8 oz. 5.50 
Sweets 7.62, 8 oz. 6.50 
MEASURING TOOLS 
6” Dial Caliper 24.95 
1” Micrometer, 1-10,000th 34.95 
1” Mitutoyo Tubing Micrometer, modified anvil 92.95 
Hunt Group Measure 34.95 
OTHER ACCESSORIES 
Adjustable Shooting Stool, round top, the best 89.95 
Berger Bullets Call 
Bulk Brass Call 
Dunrud Rear Bag Stabilizer, rubber 19.95 
Carbide Neck Turner Mandrel, 22, 6 or 30, 
spec. K & M or Sinclair 35.00 
Hart Front Rest, 100 89.95 
varmint 136.95 
competitive varmint 163.95 
Hoehn Windage top - spec. Hart or Wichitarest 120.00 
Holland Primer Pocket Cleaner, large/small 14.95 
Hornady Hand Priming Tool 26.95 
Kelbly Scope rings, single or dbl, 1”- 60.00; 30mm - 70,00 
Kleinendorst Rem Bolt Disengagement Tool 24.75 
Kokopelli Scope Ring Alignment Rods 24.95 
Krazy Kloth, to polish brass 2.95 
Lee Auto-Prime, 2 trays 15.95 


Leupold 40mm Sunshade, alum. 

Blue or matte 4”-18.95, 6”-23.95 
MTM 50 Rd. Ammo Box - specify cartridge 3.50 
Norma Brass: .22PPC@.75 ea.; 6PPC@.59 ea.; 6 BR@.59 
ea. 

Oehler 35P Chronograph, w/proof & printer 
Official Targets - 

benchrest, 100 or 200 yd, 1.95/doz; 300 yd, 4.50/doz 

hunter, 100 or 200 yd, 2.50/doz; 300 yd, 5.50/doz 


345.00 


Pro-Shot Action & Chamber Cleaning Kit 15.95 
RCBS Case Master Concentricity Tool 

w/dial indicator 58.95 
Rem Bolt Shroud, aluminum or anodized 17.95 


Remington ADL style Trigger Guard, alum or matte 21.50 
Rubber Target Stamp, 100 or 200 yd. 6.95/7.50 
Sako Extractor w/spring & plunger, std. or magnum 16.95 
Saunders Mirage Shade for Leupold AO or 

Weaver T-36 scope, 14” long 15.00 
Segway Reticle Alignment Tool 16.95 
Shell Holder for Lee Auto-Prime - specify cartridge 3.00 


Shilen Select Match Barrel 6mm, 1-14 209.95 
Siebert Bore Scope 28.95 
Socket Head Guard Screws 

Rem 700, Win 70, Ruger 77, Sako, Mauser 5.50 set 


Stand for Windflag: Std - 25.95; heavy duty -39.95 
Stock Tape, enough for 2 rifles 6.95 
Composite Alloy Firing Pin Kit for Rem - specify 

short or long action 69.95 
Whitetail Match Prep Primer Pocket Uniformer, 

specify large rifle or small rifle/pistol 22.95 
Wolff Gun Spring - specify REM 700 short, 40X 

722, 600, XP100, Win, Ruger, or Sako 7.50 
“Black Magic-The Ultra Accurate AR-15”, Feamster24.95 
“The Accurate Rifle”, W. Page 17.95 
“The Ultimate in Rifle Accuracy”, Glenn Newick 11.95 
“The Accurate Varmint Rifle”, Boyd Mace 14.95 
“(17 Caliber Shooting”, spiral bound, Saunders 15.00 
“Understanding Ballistics”, Robert Rinker 19.95 
Skip Otto rear stabilizer bag 20.00 
Heavy Sand, 15 lbs. 15.00 


GIFT CERTIFICATES - ANY DENOMINATION 


COMPLETE CATALOG FREE UPON REQUEST 
ORDERING INFORMATION 


Include money order, check or VISA/MasterCard/ 
Discover information (including expiration date) with 
order; no cash. For pipet orders include ample funds for 
shipping; excess will be refunded with your order. 
Delivery will be via UPS ground service for street 
addresses, postal service for post office boxes. Next Day, 
Second Day, or 3-Day delivery available at additional 
cost. Buyer pays fee on COD orders. 
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Combination cartridges seem to be an 
American phenomenon dating back to 
before the turn of the century when 
calibers such as the .44-40 came along to 
be used in both the rifle and the handgun. 
Of course, it was also used as a combined 
self defense and game cartridge, and even 
as a pest or a varmint round. With our 
hindsight of today, it is plain to see that it 
wasn’t too good at any of those things, 
but did suffice for the times. By the time 
the 1890’s rolled around, the wild frontier 
was becoming tame and cartridges were 
being used mostly for civilized hunting 
and varminting. The old .25-20 Single 
shot was perhaps the best pure varmint 
cartridge of the day, and the smokeless 
powder big game cartridges were 
beginning to show up. While the .30-30 
Winchester Center Fire lays claim to 
being the first smokeless powder sporting 
cartridge, it is interesting that the .25-35 
WCE came out at the exact same time but 
is little mentioned. The .25-35 was 
produced to compete with and beat the 
.25-20, which it easily did. And even 
though the big game cartridge was always 
supposed to be the .30-30, the farmers 
and ranchers soon discovered that the 
smaller .25-35 was not only a good 
varmint caliber, it would also dispatch a 
deer for dinner in a reasonably good 
manner too. Thus, it could be said that the 
good old .25-35 became the first really 


BY BOB JOURDAN 


useful combination cartridge. Most 
country folks were often hard pressed for 
any cash, and they certainly couldn’t 
afford a second rifle just for controlling 
pests to protect their livestock and crops. 
Therefore, many of them ended up with 
what we now consider to be a combina- 
tion cartridge and rifle, the Winchester 
M1894 in .25-35 caliber. 

There was another cartridge that came 
on the scene about that same time, and it 
could have become a competitor in the 
combination field except that it was 
designed for the military and the bullets 
were somewhat slow and heavy for the 
caliber. It was the 6mm Lee Navy, the 
first American 6mm cartridge. Very few 
sportsmen tried the 6mm, and almost no 
back-country folks even knew it existed. 
The field belonged to the .25 caliber. 

Meanwhile, across the big pond in 
Europe there had been a move away from 
the large diameter military cartridges to 
the smaller ones like the 8mm, 7mm, and 
the 6.5mm. The European sportsmen took 
to these smaller cartridges for their limited 
big game hunting, and soon found that the 
little 6.5mm cartridges were much more 
delightful for everyday shooting, be it 
targets or game, and it was the best of the 
so-called varmint calibers. Thus, the 
development of the 6.5mm started and it 
was soon the most accurate cartridge over 
there. We Americans, however, paid scant 


attention to such things as _ metric 
measured cartridges.... After all, we were 
working diligently with the slightly 
smaller .25 caliber, the All-American 
caliber, originally designed in America 
and by an American, Mr. F. J. Rabbeth 
back in 1884. 

Following the .25-35 came the fine 
little .250-3000 cartridge developed by 
Savage Arms in 1914. It got its name from 
the caliber, .250, and the ultra-high 
velocity for the times, 3000 feet per 
second (fps), the first commercial 
cartridge ever to achieve that velocity. Not 
only did the .250 show top velocity, it also 
became the most accurate cartridge in the 
world, holding the 100-yard, five-shot 
accuracy group record of .1057" for many 
years. It developed a reputation as an 
outstanding deer and antelope round, and 
was even advocated by many as being 
good on elk, moose, and bears. A number 
of guides of the North elected to use the 
caliber as their standard during the 1920's, 
through the 1930’s, and into the war years. 
But, of course, its real home was found in 
the lower 48 states for varmint, antelope, 
and deer hunting, the true combination 
use. Many years ago, I used a .250 Savage 
briefly, and then made up a pair of .250 
Ackley Improved rifles for most of my big 
game and varmint use concerning .25s. 

The next development in the combina- 
tion cartridge came in 1934 when the 
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.257 Roberts came along. It had been a wildcat for a number of tisements. The handloaders and experimenters soon fixed that in 


years, being used almost exclusively by varminters in the their own rifles, but the vast public never had the chance. Even at 
eastern states. It started out with a rimmed case, the .25 Krag, that, the .257 Roberts did become a fine combination round. In 
but as the rimless cases became the norm, the .25 was placed in custom rifles and with the best handloads, it was downright 
shortened and necked down .30-06 cases. Even later, the .25 outstanding, with velocities of about 200 fps more than those of 
was tried in the 7x57mm case, and this soon became the the smaller .250-3000. After many years of underloaded factory 
standard. It was called the .25 Roberts. Remington commercial- cartridges, the +P loads came out and the .257 could shine... but it 
ized the cartridge in 1934 as the .257 Remington Roberts, with seems to have been just a little too late... perhaps. 


a slightly steeper shoulder than that of the old wildcat. This 
cartridge became an excellent combination varmint-big game 
round, but it had so many factory-introduced problems that it 
never attained the high status it should have had. The factory 
cartridge came out in a round nose design with the bullet seated 
deep into the case, taking out much of the powder capacity. 
Even after they decided a pointed bullet just might fly better, 
they still seated the bullets far too deep, and velocities never 
exceeded those of the much smaller .250-3000, except in adver- 
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@ 
This is the lineup of commercial cartridges that do the best Set Your Sights. 2a 


jobs as combination rounds, varmint and big game. All are 
factory loaded for big game, while some require hand- On Th Best E 

loading for best varmint use: (L-R) .243 Winchester; 6mm c ver 
Remington; .240 Weatherby; the old-timer, .25-35 WCF; .250 e e 

Savage; .257 Roberts; .25-06 Remington; .257 Weatherby; 10Nn. 


.260 Remington; 6.5x55 Swedish; and the .264 Winchester. 


These are the smallest and largest in each of the three combi- 
nation cartridge categories: (L-R) .243 Winchester and .240 
Weatherby; .250 Savage and .257 Weatherby; .260 Remington 
and .264 Winchester. In each category the larger cartridges 
extend the useful range by 50-100 yards. 


Continued on next page 


1. Six Enterprises' stocks - the strongest and 
most stable hand laminated stocks on the 
market...Specifically designed for the 
serious varminter. 2.Nightforce Scopes. 
3. Six Enterprises' adjustable rings & mounts. 


The New 
Bald Eagle Rear Bags 


$39°° - $4.qg00 


(Plus Shipping) 


BALD EAGLE PRECISION MACHINE CO. 
101-A Allison Street ¢ Lock Haven, Pa. 17745 
Phone: (717) 748-6772 
FAX: (717) 748-4443 


BILL GEBHARDT 
NRA Patron Member 
IBS Life Member / NBRSA Annual Member 


: ——Eeagagy 
©OV* Enterprises 


PIONEERING SYNTHETIC STOCKS NCE 1970 


320-D Turtle Creek Ct. ¢ San Jose, CA 95125 
Phone 408 999-0201 ¢ Fax 408 999-0216 


Call or write for brochure 
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Combination Cartridges Continued For more than 50 years there were no strong competitors to the 
.25 calibers when it came to combination use. Briefly during the 

During the outstanding years of the .25s, there came on the 1920’s a mild run was made by the .256 Newton, but it was looked 
market a real live lightning-flash cartridge, the .257 Weatherby upon as a true big game cartridge, a true 6.5mm round that seemed 


Magnum. In 1944 Roy Weatherby shortened and necked down _to never get very well-established before going under financially. 
the 300 H&H Magnum case, filled it with powder, seated an 87 —_— Then in the mid-1940’s a few shooters started experimenting with 


gr., .25 caliber bullet, and turned it loose at velocities of a little known, odd-ball caliber called the 6mm. Being a metric 
something over 3800 fps. Only four years later he brought this 


hot .25 on the commercial market, complete with glowing testi- 
monials. Folks were quoted saying that the .257 Weatherby 
would roll up any sort of game from prairie rodents to Cape 
Buffalo, mostly blowing them into fine, red mist... at any range! 
It seemed that this cartridge would shoot across several states 
without any bullet drop. But regardless of these wild claims, the 
cartridge did become a fair combination cartridge, if the shooter 
did not try to fire too many rounds in one sitting. The recoil was 
similar to that of the .270 Winchester or .30-06, and accuracy 
was generally not nearly as good as the other two .25s, the .250 
Savage and the .257 Roberts. As for taking big game, it was an 
outstanding deer and antelope round, and did a relatively good 
job on elk when good bullets were used. As for Cape Buffalo... 
just a publicity stunt, similar to killing grizzly bears with the 
.22-250. Back in the late 1950’s the first .25 caliber I ever 
owned was a .257 Weatherby. It never was accurate enough for 
my minor amount of varminting, so it did not stay around very 


This is the 6mm lineup that includes the little BR that is used to 
some extent in handguns for combination work, plus the two 
long. One of my hunting partners bought the rifle and used it Ackley Improved cartridges: (L-R) 6mm BR; .243 Winchester; 
successfully on deer and elk for a few years before he, too, .243 Ackley Improved; 6mm Remington; 6mm Ackley Improved; 
found the accuracy none too good, and it was moved on. and the .240 Weatherby. 


WORLDS FINEST Recoil Reduction System & Muzzle Jump Eliminator™- 
THE ANSWER SYSTEM™ 


Patented Trimline™ Brake v 
Fitted & Finished Perfectly 


NEVER a reduction in velocity - NEVER a loss of accurac 


Spring 
Loaded 
Patented 
Recoil Pad 
If Desired 


SEEING IS BELIEVING - AND OUR VARMINT_ SNYPER BRAKE MAKES IT POSSIBLE 
€Trimline™ 
WE ARE A FULL-LINE GUNSMITH SHOP tia Fitted and finished 
Custom Rifles of all calibers 62 view of finet 
WOW! Who needs a spotter Mountain Rifles 
with a view like this! Standard Rifles Home of the 1. Keeps muzzle flat 
SEE IT ALL - Varmint Rifles Exclusive 2. Reduces Recoil substantially 
,; h : Accurizing : 3. Does "NOT" throw dirt - no holes on the eerie 
patna i oaye iene Rewelti Cea Yes! We can add a brake to your ported rifles. 
; Recrowning Bare This chart shows the reduction in recoil that tyou 
Trigger Work Accurizing can expect or your money back = Se Brae 
See for your- Lug Lapping Process — 43% — 58% 
self - Order Bore Lapping 
our FREE 45 ; Magnum Mounting of Scopes 
min. Video Ny-Lite Our Supurb Metal Finish 


"The Finest Coat Your Rifle Can Wear" 
ORDERS1-800-362-1857 


INFO. (810) 653-2911 
http: heesiesio: com/answer/ é as 
ANSWER PRODUCTS CO., 1519 Westbury Dr., Dept. PS, Davison, MI 48423 


and Catalog. We ask only that 
you pay $5.00 for "Priority" 
shipping and handeling. 
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diameter it had never been well-received 
until some time during the war years 
when shooters couldn’t get bullets and 
jackets. At that time experimenters found 
they could make jackets in smaller 
diameters from spent .22 rimfire cases 
that were plentiful even during the war. 
They had to keep the diameter below .25 
to be very successful, and that meant they 
might get by in the .243 diameters, and of 
course in the .224 diameter. Before long 
there were a number of strange 6mm 
bullets showing up, and they shot excep- 
tionally well. Then, after the war when 
bullet jacket material again became 
available and commercial 6mm _ bullets 
showed up, several well-known writers 
and experimenters started using such 
wildcat cartridges as the .240 Page 
Pooper and the .243 Rockchucker and 
getting a lot of publicity in outdoor 
magazines. The .240 was the brain child 
of Warren Page, shooting editor for Field 
& Stream Magazine, and the .243 
Rockchucker belonged to Fred 
Huntington, founder of RCBS. The Page 
creation was based on the new experi- 
mental military case that later became the 


308 Winchester, and his 6mm cartridge 
eventually became the .243 Winchester. 
The Rockchucker was based on the .257 
Roberts case and became the .244 
Remington. These two sixes hit the 
market together in 1955 and were so 
highly publicized that they just about 
killed off all the existing .25s within only 
about five years. Winchester sold the .243 
as a combination deer-varmint caliber, 
mostly aimed at the big game hunters, 
while Remington sold their .244 as a 
combination varmint-deer caliber, aimed 


eLive Varmint Rifles 


703-528-4486 


Coleman's Custom Repair 
Quality Work On Fine Tar, 


eRebarreling Trigger Work eAckley Calibers 
Relining eBlueing eWildcat Calibers 
eStock Work ePillar Bedding ¢Tight Necks 


4035 N. 20th. Road Arlington, Va. 22207 
703-528-1167 Fax PAIR 
jcoleman@pop.dn.net 
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at the varmint hunters. Since big game 
hunters far outnumber varmint hunters, 
Winchester took a commanding 6mm 
lead in sales of about eight to one over 
Remington. The .243 Winchester soon 
became the number one combination 
cartridge in the U.S., with one load being 
the 100 gr. bullet for big game, and a 
second load with a 75 gr. bullet for 
varminting. The .244 used a fine 90 gr. 
Bronze Point bullet for big game and a 
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Combination Cartridges 
Continued 


lighter 80 gr. bullet for varminting. Some 
eight years later Remington applied 
drastic surgery on the .244, burying it, 
then resurrecting it as the 6mm 
Remington, with a new rifling twist and 
new big game loads. I obtained my first 
6mm in about 1958, a fine Savage M110L 
in .243 Winchester caliber. It became my 
most active rifle, being excellent for all 
varminting and deer hunting until the 
barrel was completely used up. Since 
then, I have had a good number of .243s, 
but my most recent one is now in .243 
Ackley Improved caliber. It just may be 
the finest combination varmint-big game 
caliber going, but of course, is not 
commercially loaded. 

With the 6mm craze well under way 
and highly recommended as a combina- 
tion varmint-big game caliber, the good 
.25s were being discontinued. At one time 
in the 1960’s there was only one .25 rifle 
still being produced, the .257 Weatherby. 
And of course, there were no 6.5mms 
produced in the U.S. A few of the larger 
cartridges were being tried for combina- 
tion use, mostly the .270 Winchester and 
the .30-06, but the recoil was simply too 
much for most shooters to enjoy over a 
long day of varmint shooting. All the slick 
magazine writers jumped on the 6mm 
bandwagon, claiming outrageous results 
using the 6mm over the existing .25s as 
the best of all the combination cartridges. 
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This is the .25 caliber lineup that includes the old-timer, .25-35, perhaps the first 
decent combination cartridge, not used much now, plus the three Ackley Improved 
cartridges. None are factory loaded with the 75 gr. varmint bullet, while some have 
been loaded with the 87 gr., but are now difficult to find: (L-R) .25-35 WCF; .250 
Savage; .250 Ackley Improved; .257 Roberts; .257 Ackley Improved; .25-06 
Remington; .25-06 Ackley Improved; and the .257 Weatherby. 


The 6.5mm combination 
cartridge lineup requires hand- 
loading for proper varmint use 
because no U.S. factory 
cartridge is presently loaded 
with the useful varmint bullets 
of 85 gr. to 100 gr. The lineup 
includes a couple of Ackleys and 
the most popular wildcat: (L-R) 
.260 Remington; 6.5x55 
Swedish; 6.5x55 BJ Ackley; .6.5- 
06; 6.5-06 Ackley Improved; and 


the .264 Winchester. 
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The long-awaited successor to the 1909 classic 
work, The Bullet’s Flight, by Dr. Franklin W. Mann — 
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RIFLE ACCURACY FACTS 


by Harold R. Vaughn 


The most important book on the 
topic of extreme rifle accuracy 
since the 1909 publication of 
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The Bullet’s Flight. 
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Harold Vaughn’ $ many years . ead and experimentation into the elusive, yet fascinating, question of just 
why some rifles shoot accurately, but many more do not, is no casual curiosity. When he found the validity of 
his exhaustive experiments being compromised by the capricious New Mexico winds and mirage... he built a 
100-yard tunnel range... as did Dr. Mann and Harry Pope almost a century earlier. Less-determined researchers 
might employ a hand-held calculator for their ruminations and reflections... Harold Vaughn turns to a Six Degree 
of Freedom Computer, a rail gun in his tunnel range, and shadow graphs of bullets in flight. Nope, not your 
average backyard tinkerer! Fortunately, from the viewpoint of the book’s sweeping coverage of the rifle accuracy 
topic... Harold Vaughn is not simply a benchrest shooter, or a highpower shooter, or a big game hunter. Rather, 
Harold is interested in all of these scenes, and thus the book’s coverage ranges from the 6ppc to “big bore” 
cartridges, and all points in between. 
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q 1] INTRODUCTION: Contains data on the accuracy to be expected from different types of rifles and background information on 


why and how this work was done. 


INTERNAL BALLISTICS: Methods of measuring chamber pressure are discussed and the complete internal ballistics of 
a representative cartridge (270 Winchester) are measured experimentally for use in later chapters. Such things as bullet 
engraving force, different powders, and cartridge case failure are discussed. 


CHAMBER AND THROAT DESIGN: Methods of machining chambers and throats and their effects on accuracy are 
discussed. Various types of rifling and barrel problems are analyzed. 


BARREL VIBRATION: Detailed measurements and theoretical calculations of barrel vibration are presented along with methods of 
reducing barrel vibration. The effect of barrel vibration is measured on sporters, bench rest, and rail guns. 


4 SCOPE SIGHT PROBLEMS: Scope sight and scope mount problems are investigated and some solutions to these problems are found. 
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fH BARREL-RECEIVER THREADED JOINT MOTION: It was experimentally determined that the barrel-receiver threaded 
joint moves as a result of the shock from firing. A simple solution to the problem is described. 


MUZZLE BLAST: The effect of bullet in-bore cant and muzzle blast on dispersion were determined experimentally and theoretically. 
Methods of reducing dispersion from this source are presented. 


4 BULLET CORE PROBLEMS: Bullet core slippage due to the spin up torque is measured and found to be a problem. Other 
bullet problems are analyzed. 


BULLET IMBALANCE: The static and dynamic balance of bullets is measured and the effect of imbalance on dispersion is 
evaluated theoretically and experimentally. The causes of bullet imbalance are discussed. 


‘ 10 EXTERNAL BALLISTICS: The detailed motion of a bullet after leaving the muzzle is shown and the effect of this motion 


3 for a given initial disturbance is evaluated. The effect of wind, gyroscopic stability factor, and ballistic coefficient on the 


bullet’s trajectory are shown in detail. Chronograph development and use are discussed. Wind gages and their use is covered. 


t wo OTHER PROBLEMS: Miscellaneous problems, such as bore cleaning, bullet coating, drift free bullet design, case neck tension, 
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and shooting techniques are discussed. 


Other chapters include: Accelerometer Design, Barrel Vibration Computer Equations, Bullet Balance Device Design, Six 
Degree of Freedom Computer Equations, Tunnel Range Construction, Rail Guns, and Shadowgraph Testing. 
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Combination Cartridges 
Continued from page 44 


In 1968 a very interesting 6mm 
cartridge came out, known as the .240 
Weatherby. It was designed to take 
advantage of the publicity concerning the 
combination cartridges and it had an all 
new case. It was a belted magnum, to stay 
with the Weatherby Magnum conception, 
but it had a head diameter the same as the 
.30-06. Thus, it could be chambered into 
any standard long action with the so-called 
standard bolt face. The case capacity was 
about five grains less than that of the .30- 
06 or .270 Winchester. When compared to 
the .243 Winchester and 6mm Remington, 
the Weatherby .240 would send off the 100 
gr. big game bullet at more than 300 fps 
faster. In the lighter varmint bullet loads, 
the Weatherby moved the 70 gr. bullet at 
3850 fps, a huge gain over the two smaller 
6mm rounds. Thus, the .240 extended the 
range of hunting by 50-100 yards. In spite 
of these impressive figures, the .240 never 
gained wide acceptance due to the lack of 
cartridge availability... and the cost. And 
since the only rifles chambered for this 
fast stepping cartridge came from the 
Weatherby house at about double the cost 
of standard commercial rifles, it just was 
not in the cards for the .240 to become 
popular. It is, of course, too bad that .240 
brass and ammunition is priced beyond 
the means of the average shooter, very 
effectively preventing them from enjoying 
the use of one of the great 6mm combina- 
tion cartridges. But the .240 Weatherby 
had a big hand in putting the other manu- 
facturers on notice that more powder and 
more velocity was in demand. 

It was only one year later that 
Remington made the decision to move the 
envelope up for the .25s by commercial- 
izing the old wildcat, .25-06. It was an 
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immediate hit. Varminters loaded the little 
75 gr. bullets to velocities of around 3600 
fps, the 87 gr. to about 3450, and the big 
game, 100 gr. bullet to 3300. They also 
found that the heavy 125 gr. bullet could 
be loaded to something over 3000 fps, 
making it a competitor with the .270 for 
use on elk! Before long, almost all rifle 
companies were tooled up for the .25-06. 
This activity caused the other .25s to come 
back into demand, and most companies 
had to either tool up once again for the 
.250 and .257, or at least make special 
production runs of each. Even though I 
have barreled a number of .25-06s for 
customers and have hunted numerous 
times with companions who used the .25- 
06, I have never owned one myself. My 
personal .25s are the benchrest .25BR and 
a couple of .250 Ackleys, one in the 
Savage M99 lever action, the other in a 
heavy barrel custom Remington short 
action. I have owned and worked with the 
.257 Weatherby, but if I had to have a red- 
hot .25 today it would be the .25-06 blown 
out to the Ackley Improved, an excellent 
barrel burner. 

About the largest bullet diameter that 
can be properly classified as a true 
combination job is the .264, or 6.5mm. 
The bullets are only .007" larger diameter 
than the .25s (2.7%), and should be useful 
in the same fields, varminting and big 
game. But for reasons no longer justifi- 
able in the big game hunting field, all 
cartridge and bullet manufacturers seem 
to dwell on the very heavy for the bore, 
140 gr., 6.5mm bullet. Back in the early 
days of the 6.5mm, when it was originally 
making its reputation as an excellent 
small caliber big game killer, bullets were 
not too well-designed and the companies 
believed they had to have bullet weight to 


do any good. This was the good old black 
powder day mentality that held mostly 
true until proper jacketed bullets with 
controlled expansion were developed. 
With some of today’s fine 6.5mm bullets 
we can obtain the same penetration and 
expansion with a bullet as light as 100 
grs. as we can with the slower and heavier 
140 gr. If this 140 gr. decision is practical 
for the 6.5mm, then the .25 should have 
its heavy bullets weighing only about 
2.7% lighter than those of the 6.5mm, or 
136 grs. Yet the .25s are loaded 15% 
lighter, at only 120 grs. in heavy bullet 
loadings. Our century of hunting big 
game with the .25 caliber has proven that 
the 100 gr. bullet is excellent for use on 
deer and antelope. Again, if this is 
correct, then the most excellent bullet 
weight for the 6.5mm for deer and 
antelope should be only about 2.7% 
heavier than the .25 caliber 100 gr., or 
about 103 grs.! Then, continuing, if the 
120 gr., .25 caliber bullet is any good for 
larger game, such as elk, the comparable 
6.5mm bullet would weigh about 123 grs. 
Be that as it may, the 6.5mm is still a 
player in the combination caliber field, 
even though at present it requires hand- 
loading to really qualify. 

The first 6.5mm American-produced 
rifle and cartridge was the old-time .256 
Newton, designed in 1913. That company 
went under, financially, before the 
cartridge became widely used. The next 
American 6.5mm came in 1958 as the 
.264 Winchester Magnum, a_ poorly- 
designed, belted case, big boomer. The 
factory announced it as being loaded with 
the 140 gr. bullet at about 3200 fps, and 
the lighter, 100 gr. at 3700 fps. For the 
first couple of years, the rifle sold very 
well. Then the undercurrent hit, bringing 
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up questions, wondering why the real 
world trajectory was not different from 
the .270 Winchester, the cartridge it was 
touted to beat hands down. Handloaders 
found they could not load close to the 
velocities the factory announced. Sales 
lagged. Then came individual chrono- 
graphs and shooters could actually check 
the factory velocity figures. They found 
the 3700 fps 100 gr. bullet of the .264 
actually chronographed only 3186 fps 
from the popular 24" barrels! The ammu- 
nition companies have now discontinued 
the 100 gr. loading, eliminating the .264 
from the varmint fields. That about shut 
down .264 sales, although they have 
managed to hang on, marginally, for 40 
years. Now the factory has discontinued 
brass for reloading for the .264, so they 
are apparently throwing in the towel. 
Perhaps the greatest thing to come out of 
this .264 fiasco was bringing the 6.5mm 
to the attention of American shooters, 
touching off the rush to purchase the 
surplus 6.5x55 rifles from Europe, and 
really starting the rather rapid climb in 
popularity of all 6.5mm cartridges and 
rifles. In 1966 Remington made its first 
entry into the 6.5mm shoot-out with the 
now long-gone 6.5mm_ Remington 
Magnum. It never achieved significant 
sales and was soon obsolete. 

Winchester made the decision to stay 
in the 6.5mm business when they brought 
out the first American rifle chambered for 
the European 6.5x55 Swedish cartridge in 
1986. Ruger followed suit with their 
M77. Norma ammunition was available 
in very accurate 139 gr. loads, 2800 fps, 
at a price. Later, Federal took up the 
6.5x55 and produced ammo with a 140 
gr. bullet at 2550 fps. Then in 1994 
Remington produced their M700 Classic 
in the 6.5x55 caliber, and finally, both 
Remington and Winchester started 
loading ammunition for this caliber. Now 
almost every ammunition company is 
loading for the 6.5x55, but none are 
loading in varmint weights, perhaps the 
100 gr. All are hung up on the 140 gr., 
some use the 139 gr., and Hornady uses 
the outstanding 129 gr. of their manufac- 
ture. But all these loads are for big game. 
For the fine 6.5x55 cartridge to become a 
combination cartridge, it has to be hand- 
loaded. Sierra produces excellent bullets 
in both 85 and 100 gr., and Nosler has the 
accurate 100 gr. Ballistic Tip. Hornady 
also produces a fine 95 gr. V-Max and a 


regular 100 gr. If we compare this group 
of varmint bullet weights to those in the 
.25 caliber list, it looks like the 6.5mm 
could use a good factory-loaded 100 gr., 
and perhaps a 90 gr. 

After a couple of years of planning, 
Remington brought out their good .260 
Remington in 1997, a true 6.5mm based 
on the necked down .308 case. Their first 
ammunition was loaded with only a 140 
gr. bullet, advertised at 2700 fps, and in 
their short barreled rifles it chrono- 
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graphed only about 2300 fps... about 
equal to the .30-30! Later, as they 
chambered the longer barrels, the 
cartridges chronographed about 2450 fps, 
some up to 2550, depending on the 
barrel. Then in 1998 they introduced the 
proper bullet weight for deer and 
antelope, the 120 gr., listed at 2890 fps. 
But as of this date, they have not yet 
elected to load it with a varmint bullet 


Continued on next page 
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Combination Cartridges 
Continued 


weighing something like 90 grs., or not 
more than 100 grs. The .260 case is 
slightly smaller than that of the 6.5x55, 
and cannot provide the same velocities of 
that old-time European cartridge. The 
.260 will fit in the short actions, while the 
6.5x55 requires a regular long action. 

I have been using the 6.5mm for 
several years, almost exclusively, in 
several case forms. For varminting I use 
both the 85 gr. and the 100 gr. bullets, and 
have recently tested the new Hornady 95 
gr. V-Max, finding it to be excellent and 
with a ballistic coefficient slightly better 
than the various 100 gr. bullets. On windy 
days it is almost amazing how much the 
wind drift is cut by these heavier, 6.5mm 
bullets... at least according to the prairie 
rodents that participated in the field 
testing. At the other end of the combina- 
tion use, I have taken a good number of 
deer and antelope with four different 
forms of the 6.5mm. When good bullets 
were used, the 6.5mm was simply 
outstanding on deer ranging from the very 


small Coues deer at 70 pounds, up to a 
fine, near 30" antlers, trophy mule deer at 
197 pounds. The best bullets used turned 
out to be Randy Brooks’ Barnes-X, 100 
gr., solid copper, and the 129 gr. Hornady. 
In general, all the 120 gr. bullets have 
done well on deer, and all the 85 and 100 
gr. bullets, except the Barnes-X, failed 
badly. I am testing the new Nosler 100 gr. 
Partition bullet, and expect it to be equal 
to the Barnes-X. My wife and I will be 
using these Noslers on game this fall. 
My best varmint loads for the standard 
6.5x55 Swedish with 100 gr. bullets 
consists of 49 grs. of H414 for 3300 fps. 
In my 6.5x55 BJ Ackley, I use 53 grs. of 
H414 for 3442 fps. Then in my 6.5-06 
Ackley, 57 grs. of H414 for 3541 fps. 
Back in the days when I was experi- 
menting with the big .264 Winchester 
Magnum, my top load for varminting was 
69 grs. of H450 behind the 100 gr. bullet, 
for 3525 fps from a 24" barrel. This load 
was hard on brass. All of these above 
loads are top loads in my particular rifles 
and should not be used by others without 
reducing them 7% and then work up 
slowly, watching for high pressure signs. 


When considering the combination 
cartridges, the first thing a shooter should 
do is evaluate his or her preferred major 
uses. If you are a target shooter and/or 
varmint hunter who might get off for one 
big game hunt per year, the best choice 
might be one of the 6mms. On the other 
hand, if you really make big game 
hunting your major concentration of the 
year, you probably should go with one of 
the 6.5mms. Now that leaves an opening 
for all the shooters who just can’t make 
up their mind what they want to do. They 
shoot lots of paper, year-round, and they 
get away for varminting once or twice 
during the spring or summer. Then they 
always hope to be drawn for a deer or 
antelope permit in the fall... and they 
can’t really afford to buy two different 
rifles.... Here is where one of the great 
.25s will really fit in. 

Any one of the combination rifles will 
be one that simply does not stand in the 
gun closet all year, gathering dust. It will 
certainly be the most useful rifle you will 
ever own... and you can’t go wrong. Keep 


shooting. @® 
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BY DICK WRIGHT 


The Benchrest Rifle 


“Tt is almost invariably a .22.... It is almost always chambered for a .222 
Remington or the .219 Donaldson Wasp case.” 


Col. Townsend Whelen, 
The Ultimate in Rifle Precision 
circa 1958 


I have had a life-long fascination with 
two very different types of rifles. Target 
rifles have been a part of my life for the 
decades that I have been a competitive 
shooter. Over the years I have briefly 
competed in big bore, rifle silhouette 
(both big bore and smallbore), air rifle, 
and air pistol. I have spent many years as 
a competitor in the two disciplines that 
were my true loves, smallbore position 
rifle and benchrest rifle. I am_ still 
astounded by the inherent accuracy and 
user friendliness of good match rifles and 
shoot them whenever I can. 

Alas, the time has come when Mrs. 
Wright and I no longer shoot competi- 
tively in several disciplines. Instead, we 
shoot our deer rifles in season and, the 


rest of the year, concentrate on benchrest 
shooting. For most of this decade Glorya 
and I have shot in every benchrest match 
we could. We started and ran benchrest 
score matches at the local club for five 
years. We have traveled long distances to 
shoot and will continue to do so when we 
are able. Fine accurate target rifles have 
been and will be a part of our lives as long 
as we live. 

Equally important have been the very 
elegant custom rifles made by the 
American custom gunmakers of the 
1900’s. The writer has had a long and 
interesting education in custom rifles... 
education enough to have made him 
mildly opinionated on the subject. I 
contend that the very finest rifles ever 
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Full view of the Brownell Wasp... very different from today’s benchrest rifles. 


made are and have been made in this 
country, in this century, by American 
craftsmen, many of whom work by them- 
selves out of their home or garage. The 
quality of workmanship and the artistry 
we have achieved is not even approached 
by gunmakers in any other country. The 
author believes that this does not hold 
true of shotgun makers, where the 
Europeans have and continue to sit at the 
pinnacle of the craft. The only firearms 
I’m talking about here are the very finest 
custom-ordered and handmade rifles. 
This has nothing to do with the quality of 
factory-made firearms. 

While American custom riflemakers 
have reached a pinnacle of artistry and 
craftsmanship, other American craftsmen 
have created the most accurate rifles ever 
made. Again, these do not come from 
ABC Corp. which employs 500 or 1000 
people. They come from Hammonds 
Gunshop, Borden Accuracy, Dwight 
Scott’s basement, and other similar 
places. While we customers may have to 
wait a year or so to get our rifle, we can 
literally buy guns that are capable of 


Continued on next page 
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shooting groups thought impossible just a 
few years ago. 

When I was quite young I started 
reading Jack O’Conner’s articles in my 
father’s Outdoor Life magazines. This 
was shortly after WWII. Entranced by 
what I was reading, I vicariously went on 
some wonderful hunts with Jack. 
Together we killed deer and elk and tigers 
and kudu and, most important to Mr. 
O’Conner, the wild sheep of the North 
American mountains. I was just a young 
lad then, growing up in the flat farm 
country of Michigan. These hunting tales 
took me to exciting and exotic places. 
They also taught me an appreciation that 
remains to this day for the high and wild 
places. Thank you, Jack. 

Occasionally Jack would write of his 
custom rifles and the men who made 
them. There would be pictures which I 
would spend a long time studying. These 
guns were very elegant, like none that I 
had ever seen. I was interested and read 
everything about the subject that I could 
find. Soon I became conversant in names 
like Al Biesen, Tom Shelhamer, Griffin & 
Howe, and Neidner. 

I did the normal things back then... 
attended high school and college, hunted, 
had fast cars, chased girls, and played a 


terrible lot of basketball. Eventually I 
started a career and a family. It was about 
this time that I started going to gun shows 
in the area around Saginaw, MI, where I 
had grown up. Looking back, it now 
seems that gun shows were different then. 
There were many of the guns that had 
helped shape American history... Civil 
War muskets, many Colts from the Wild 
West, fine Parker and L.C. Smith 
shotguns... the list goes on. 

Early on I met some smallbore rifle 
competitors at the gun shows who intro- 
duced me to the sport. They helped me 
get my first equipment and made it 
possible for me to start competing. From 
them I also learned of more and better 
gun shows and gun shops. Whenever I 
could, I hung around these places. 
Occasionally I would chance to see a fine 
custom rifle at a show or in one of the 
shops. I would spend as much time as 
possible examining it. Eventually I grew 
to recognize the difference between good 
custom guns and great ones. There was a 
time when I could look at a custom rifle 
and tell you who made it, simply from the 
lines and workmanship of the handmade 
stock... and be right most of the time. 

As time went by I slowly accumulated 
a small collection of custom rifles. This 
was in addition to the rifles that I used for 
competitive shooting. The latter were, 
normally, less aesthetically elegant but 


You say that the new S.G. BR stock 
seems just another stock to you? 


Wonderful ... want to shoot a few 
groups for money ? 


PRECISION 


RIFLES 


¢ Marble or solid colors available. 


¢ Available in fiberglass or graphite. 


¢ Stocks for Bench Rest, BR-50, & Varmint Hunting. 

¢ NOW Available: Aluminum bedding blocks for most actions. 

¢ First stock to be computer designed for optimum bag stability. 

¢ Stocks now available with aluminum bedding blocks installed. 

¢ CNC machined (not cast) aluminum buttplate with name blank. 

* Complete rifles built & bedded. * Twenty years tool & die experience. 


Area 51 NW Regional Airport, Rt. 10, Box 870, Roanoke, TX 76262 
(817) 430-0597 


wonderfully functional. My custom rifles 
were all hunting guns, mostly deer rifles 
at the start, but over the years I acquired 
an interest in single shots and have owned 
a couple of truly fine examples. Back in 
the 1930’s and 1940’s there were 
wonderful single shot varmint rifles made 
on Winchester High-Wall (1885) actions 
by companies like Griffin & Howe, 
Sedgely, Neidner and by a few individuals 
who produced art from workshops in their 
basement. 

Shortly after World War II, during the 
heyday of custom rifle manufacturing, the 
sport of benchrest shooting was invented 
or introduced or at least organized in the 
U.S.A. (I am kind of equivocating here... 
it seems several people and/or clubs take 
credit for getting things started. However, 
I do have it on good authority that 
somebody started it.) At the very start the 
rifles used were the heavy “woodchuck” 
rifles of the varmint hunters of the day. 
These rifles were mostly bolt actions, but 
there were also falling block single shots. 
A couple of years after the war the 
National Benchrest Shooters of America 
was founded in the Eastern United States. 

After a few years, the NBRSA 
published a hardcover book called The 
Ultimate in Rifle Accuracy which was 
edited by Col. Townsend Whelen. As I 
understand it, there were actually five 
volumes published over a several year 
period. These are among the more 
desirable gun-related collectors’ books 
and are worth a fair amount of money. I 
am lucky enough to have three of the five. 
The only people I know who have all five 
are the Editor and Jeff Aberegg, another 
staff writer with Precision Shooting. 

The books are fascinating from an 
historical perspective. There are many 
pictures of early matches and equipment. 
It’s amazing how much the equipment has 
changed over the years. Fifty years ago 
the rifles were bigger, mostly built on 
Mauser single shot actions, had heavy 
wood stocks and long, spindly-looking 
Unertl and Lyman target scopes. 

A small number of the stocks were 
made by the artists of the day. Other 
stocks looked like fugitives from a lumber 
yard... much more on this later. Since 
heavy and stable were more important 
than looks, most of them were heavy and 
stable. Just a few were elegantly shaped. 

These rifles shot quite well, being the 
most accurate rifles available anywhere 
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back then. The writer has had the theory for some time that the 
rifles were probably more accurate than the groups they shot back 
then. Why? Simply because the most accuracy-critical ammunition 
component, the bullets, are a lot better and more consistent today 
than they were years ago. 

A couple of years ago our Precision Shooting colleague, Jeff 
Aberegg, called and mentioned that he had an opportunity to buy a 
couple of older custom varmint rifles. Both of these rifles were 
made by very talented and famous custom gun makers. At this 
stage of history, I don’t remember if Jeffy was asking advice 
(probably not, that rarely happens...) or simply boasting (much 
more frequently). Anyway, the prices he said the seller wanted 
seemed really reasonable and I told him he was nuts if he didn’t 
jump at the opportunity. 

Before long, Jeffy shows up on our doorstep with two fairly 
good-sized varmint rifles, both of which appeared to be very well 
done and in just about new condition. One was a Mauser 
chambered for 220 Swift and stocked by Monty Kennedy. This 
rifle was quite elegant and had a highly-figured French walnut 
stock. The other rifle was another Mauser, but this one was 
stocked by Lenard Brownell and had been chambered by C.R. 
Douglas, the barrelmaker, in 219 Donaldson Wasp. The condition 
of this rifle was also nearly new. It had blocks for a Unertl target 
scope and was of a size and shape that could have been used as 
either a heavy live varmint rifle or a 1950’s-style competitive 
benchrest rifle. Jeff said he had shot the Wasp and that it was 
surprisingly accurate. He mentioned many groups that were 
extremely small, even by today’s standards. 
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The Lenard Brownell .219 Donaldson Wasp. Closeup of grip 
& action. There is lots of perfectly-done checkering on the 
fiddle-back French walnut. 


Both Lenard Brownell and Monty Kennedy rank among the 
best stock makers of our century. Any rifle by either one of these 
men is a valuable collector’s item and should be regarded as a 
work of art. The fact that both of Jeff’s guns were fairly heavy 
varmint rifles made them attractive to the writer. 

Today, most high-grade custom rifles are made in calibers for 
deer or larger big game. They are mostly hunting rifles, 
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designed for, if not always used for, 
hunting. Very few of the really high-grade 
custom guns are made as varmint rifles. It 
should be noted that during the 1930’s 
and 1940s that this was not as true as it is 
today. 

I should probably put a disclaimer in 
here. The custom rifles I am writing about 
here have stocks made by hand of fine 
wood and blued steel... often the metal is 
engraved. These guns are an American 
art-form that should be part of every 
rifleman’s education and world. A person 
who doesn’t recognize and appreciate 
these rifles has not completed his 
education and is missing a lot. 

However, for the purposes of this 
discussion, let us not mix apples and 
oranges. These beautiful rifles are far 
removed from the varmint class rifles that 
are being turned out today by a small 
number of accuracy-driven gunsmiths. 
These rifles, assembled with benchrest 
quality components, have accuracy as the 
primary reason for their existence. And if, 
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PRECISION SHOOTING — NOVEMBER 1998 


when their new owner accepts delivery 
from the gunsmith, the rifle is judged to 
be rather nicely assembled... well, that’s a 
bonus... because beauty of form was not 
high on the list of initial specifications 
given to the smith. In this article we are 
separating art from function. 

Anyway, back then I mentioned to Jeff 
that if he ever decided to sell or trade 
either rifle that he should keep me in 
mind. Since our friend, Jeff, is a 
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All Neck Turner Manufacturers claim their tool turns to 
.0001 (1/10 thousandth). HAH! “Anyone can work to a 1/10 
thousandth - picking the right one is the trick.” 


dedicated gun collector and, like many, is 
more committed to the chase than to any 
long term relationship (we are talking 
about guns here), there did come a day 
when he called and mentioned that he 
might part with the Brownell Wasp. I 
made him an offer. Then I made him 
another offer. Then I made him a series of 
offers until he heard one that suited him. 
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of what you will find in our pages... 
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Regular readers of Precision Shooting magazine as well as Tactical Shooter magazine know the author of our 
new book as a skilled writer with a talent for explaining complex issues and matters in an understandable and 
informative manner, but who still manages a breezy and entertaining delivery style. His new book will not be a 
disappointment to his many long-time readers. 


ORDER NOW: @ $34.95, plus shipping and handling. Shipping is $3.50 for the first book, $5.00 for multiple books - US. 
Foreign orders will be charged actual shipping costs, plus $1.00 handling. Order from: Precision Shooting, 222 McKee 
Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Phone (860) 645-8776, Fax (860) 643-8215. Visa/Master Card orders accepted without 
surcharge. CT residents add 6% sales tax. NY residents add 4% sales tax. 


56 


PRECISION SHOOTING — NOVEMBER 1998 


A Classic Donaldson Wasp 
Continued from page 54 


We got together at the Midland, MI gun 
show in 1997 and it was there that I 
became the proud owner of the rifle that 
is the subject of this article. 

This rifle is different from any that I 
had owned. I have owned benchrest rifles 
and I have owned fine custom rifles with 
wood stocks of high quality French 
walnut. Up until this point I have never 
owned a fine custom benchrest rifle with 
a French walnut stock. When I got it 
home, I immediately set about reading 
everything I could get my hands on 
pertaining to this era, this sort of rifle, and 
the Wasp cartridge. 

The Ultimate in Rifle Precision books 
are full of mentions of rifles like this. 
However, I hit true paydirt in Modern 
Accuracy by Bob Wallack, another 
valuable collector’s book of the post-war 
era. In the Wallack book (page 43) there 
is a picture of a Lenard Brownell rifle that 
is identical to my rifle. The one shown is 
chambered for the Wasp cartridge, and 
has a Douglas barrel and a stock just like 
mine. 

I enjoyed researching my rifle and 
cartridge. The books took me back to the 
very beginnings of our sport. Now, in the 
90’s, I smile at pictures of men competing 
in rifle matches or woodchuck hunting 
dressed in a suit and tie. (Whatever 


2 SPAN ING. 1996 
~ available in high visibility 
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happened to shorts, sweatshirts and 
cruddy-looking tennis shoes?). 

Something I found that was very inter- 
esting were the calibers used in benchrest 
competition. See the quote at the start of 
the article. In the benchrest competition in 
the 1990’s, almost everybody uses a 6PPC 
rifle. Fifty years ago, the Wasp was the 
choice. Shortly after 1950, the .222 
Remington would be introduced and 
would take over the benchrest world. It 
was easily as accurate as any cartridge 
ever invented. No longer did shooters have 
to form and fire-form brass with which to 
compete. Now they could go to the 
hardware store and buy all they wanted. 

The .222 would continue to dominate 
the benchrest world until the mid-1970’s 
when Dr. Lou Palmisano and Ferris 
Pindel would introduce the 6PPC 
cartridge to the world. The .222’s one 
weakness was sensitivity to wind. With a 
practical velocity limit of 3200 to 3300 
fps, it could not buck the wind like our 
modern PPC’s can and eventually would 
become a rarity at matches that it once 
dominated. The Wasp had disappeared 
from the match scene long before the 
.222. Although it was very accurate and 
capable of higher velocity than the 
“Deuce”, it also needed hand-formed 
cases, the making of which is a process 
which can become boring. 

When he brought me the rifle, Jeff 
included a good number of formed cases 
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and a set of RCBS reloading dies. About 
the same time, thanks to my good friend, 
Dr. Ben Meeks, I came to own nearly 100 
of the 30 American cases which are 30- 
30’s that Federal made up years ago with 
small primer pockets. I was well supplied 
with cartridge cases for years to come. 
Since I really wanted to shoot the gun 
right away, I selected twenty cases that 
were already fire-formed and _ that 
weighed about the same. I had lots of .22 
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benchrest bullets and had just won two 
pounds of VihtaVuori 135 powder at a 
WWCCA benchrest match. The burning 
rate of the 135 made it a sensible powder 
to try and I did so. 

In short order I went through my 
normal load work-up procedure, starting 
with a mild load and working up to 
something a littke warmer that shoots 
well. I found happiness with 29.0 grains 
of the VihtaVuori 135, Berger 52 gr. 
bullets and CCI benchrest primers. I even 
managed to shoot a couple of one-hole 
groups. I then loaded up my twenty cases 
and put the gun away. 

I got the rifle out of my gun cabinet 
after two things happened. Spring came 
and, with it, another benchrest season. The 
informal score matches we have in 
Harrison, MI have a class for “Factory 
rifles”. In Harrison a “Factory Rifle” is any 
rifle that doesn’t look like a benchrest 
rifle... that’s the only rule. Since my 
Brownell Mauser had a wood stock (as 
opposed to a painted fiberglass stock) and a 
Unertl scope, it certainly did not look like a 
90’s benchrest rifle. Therefore it must be a 
Factory Rifle. I came down with a major 
itch to try to shoot “Score” with it at least 
one time and to try to shoot a “250”. 

About this time our beloved colleague, 
Jeff Aberegg, started hinting that he might 
come over and shoot “Score” with us. He 
said that his Creighton Audette .219 
Donaldson Wasp shot extremely well and 
that he thought he might be able to shoot 
fairly close to “250” with it. Since Glorya 
and I have been unsuccessfully trying to 
get Jeff to come shoot in a match with us 
for many years, I didn’t put much stock in 
his offer at first. 

Up until this spring, every time the 
subject of Jeffy at a rifle match came up, 
even the normally soft-spoken Glorya 
would laugh and say the word “Wussy” 
(whatever that means) in reference to Jeff 
and his coming over to shoot. We think 
his best excuse for not showing was when 
he called and said he couldn’t possibly 
shoot that weekend because his Aunt 
Maude in Kansas had some kind of a 
“Ladies’ Complaint’. (Editor: We have a 
bit of a casual interest in collecting 
“classic excuses” for not showing up at a 
rifle match where you were expected to 
appear. I’ve gone back and re- read this 
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one a few times... and after due consider- 
ation... we have decided to award it 
“classic status” immediately. There is no 
need to see how it stands the test of time... 
it’s magnificent as is.) 

However, after about three phone 
calls, Jeff started to convince me that he 
might actually show up. He kept insisting 
the Audette rifle would shoot in an unreal 
manner and he wanted to come try it at a 
match. For several reasons, this finally 
inspired me to make some Wasp cases 
from the 30 American brass that I had. Up 
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until now I had put off making the brass 
because it was a major pain in the rear to 
do so and because I wasn’t shooting the 
box of 20 that I already had. 

Now I decided to go to work. Since we 
knew that Jeff has been studiously 
avoiding rifle matches for his entire life, I 
felt he would be easy to beat and felt the 
process thereof might make a good 
article. At this stage it was impossible to 
imagine myself not winning hand- 
somely... you have to see Jeff’s Audette 
rifle to truly understand. 


Jeff Aberegg with his Creighton Audette .219 Donaldson Wasp. This gun is 


extremely accurate. 


Barrel Cooled in about 2 Minutes 
Dry and Nontoxic 

Portable & Self Contained 

No Cleaning after Cooling Required 


Various Sizes Available 
Built for a Lifetime of Service 


Spend more time shooting 
and less time cooling! 


900 E. 1st Street 
Sioux Falls, SD 57103-0101 
Fax: 605-373-9254 


rite Breeze 


Barrel Cooling SYStE@tiew. 6.00 


Fits Most Bolt Actions and Some Semi-auto’s 


Accessories: Digital Thermometer, Transport Case. 


Removes WHEAT Fast 


DEveELoPED By: 
Avid varmint hunter and 
competitive shooter 


CALL FORA BROCHURE 
OR TO ORDER 
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Earlier in the article I mentioned that 
some of the early benchrest rifles looked 
like railroad ties. Jeff had brought the 
Audette rifle over when he first got it from 
Creighton. The rifle was quite massive and 
seemed to have all the proper components, 
but was poorly finished... it would be more 
accurate to say that it wasn’t finished. In 
truth, this thing looked like a railroad tie 
having a really bad day. When he first 
showed up with the gun, Jeff said he had 
plans to refinish same and spruce it up a bit. 
At that time, for Jeff’s sake, I wished him 
luck but, for the life of me, I could not think 
of anything that would help this gun. 
Maybe cremation???? 

Anyway, after seeing his gun, the 
possibility of losing to Jeffy in a match 
seemed fairly inconceivable. I decided that 
if I was ever to shoot my Brownell Wasp in 
a score match that now was the time. I 
mean, shooting the old and elegant gun 
should be fun. Besides that... I get to win. 

Since I only had 20 cases, it was also 
time to make the 30 American brass into 
Wasp cases. Since I have made lots of 
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Send SASE for 
FREE “Loaded” / 
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and Springfield 
mini catalog. 


The Oldest Name In American Firearms 
SPRINGFIELD ARMORY. 


Springfield Inc. * Dept. PS * 420 West Main # Geneseo, IL 61254 
309/944-5631 © Fax 309/944-3676 ¢ springfield-armory.com 


The Accurate Rifle 


by Warren Page 


The 1996 reprint carries every word and photo of the 240 page, 1973 
dated original, totally unchanged. In addition, at the very end of the 
book is an “Update - 1996” chapter, authored by Dave Brennan, Editor 
of Precision Shooting magazine, which will bring the reader up to date on 
rifle equipment developments that took place between 1973 and 1996. 


The topics include the best methods of shooting from bench rest; the 
most accurate sights and scopes and how to turn them to your advan- 
tage; the effect of recoil; the most accurate cartridges; the secrets of 
proper bedding; how to select barrels and stock; how to clean an accu- 
racy rifle properly; trouble shooting-everything that Page’s years at the 
top of the shooting world have taught him. In addition, The Accurate 
Rifle can be read as an absorbing history of the most dynamic period in 
the search for accuracy - the last two decades - for Page was there, and 
he not only knew the pioneers but he was one himself. 

From an obituary of the time, for Warren Page’s 1977 death: 

“Page was an accomplished shotgunner and almost without peer as a 
rifleman. He held countless world and national records in benchrest 
shooting - a sport he helped guide through its infancy during the early 
50s. At the bench, he was a national champion nine times. He con- 
tributed immeasurably to the store of technical knowledge on firearms 
and ammunition and helped pioneer the introduction of several of 
today’s modern high-velocity cartridges (Primarily the .243 Winchester 

Warren Page and ne 7am Remington Magnum).” , . 
Precision Shooting has purchased the entire run of 5,000 copies of the 
updated edition of The Accurate Rifle. The book will be available in 
both hard cover and soft cover versions, as was the original edition. 
ORDER NOW at $17.95, soft cover, or $24.95 hard cover, plus S & H ($3.50 US, $5.00 Canada). Order from: Precision Shooting, 222 
McKee Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Phone (860) 645-8776. Fax (860) 643-8215. Visa or Master Card orders accepted without sur- 
charge. Foreign orders will be charged actual shipping costs, plus $1.00 handling. CT residents add 6% sales tax. 


The Precision Shooting Reloading Guide 


Allow us to quote from the Book Review of The American Rifleman’s 

December, 1995 issue. “Those familiar with Precision Shooting magazine know > 

it to be an invaluable source of information for anyone interested in ‘Extreme 

Rifle Accuracy’. Following in that tradition is ‘The Precision Shooting a | aoe Sh ti 
Reloading Guide’. Rather than offering tabulated loading data for a variety of { Precision 00 Ing 
cartridges - the ‘what’ of reloading - the Guide covers, in eight authoritative 

chapters, virtually every aspect of accuracy handloading techniques - the ‘how’ - RELOADING GUID E- 
and ‘why’. Topics include reloading for highpower competition (both bolt and 

semi-auto), benchrest reloading, reloading wildcats and magnums, making and 

loading cast bullets, load development and an overview chapter on reloading 

for extreme accuracy. Chapter authors include top competitive shooters, and 

many leading authorities on accuracy loading. This reference offers the inter- 

mediate through advanced handloader the tips, techniques and tools needed to 

make accurate loads for any rifle discipline.” 


Chapters include: An Overview Of Extreme Accuracy Reloading - Fred | | 

Sinclair/Bill Gravatt; Reloading For Highpower (Bolt Gun) - Dave Milosevich; 

Reloading For Highpower (Gas Gun) - John Feamster; Reloading For Benchrest 

- Dick Wright; Reloading The Magnums - Jay Turner; Reloading For Wildcats - i ; 

Rich Kayser; Pouring And Loading Cast Bullets - Roger Clouser; Working Up The Precision Shooving Reloading 

An Accuracy Load - Dan Hackett. 7 For a peaks “i he The Various Disciplines 
«extreme Ri : 


i: 


& 
se 
ch 


ORDER NOW at initial publication price $22.95, plus S & H ($3.50 US, 

$5.00 Canada). Order from: Precision Shooting, 222 McKee St., 

Manchester, CT 06040. Phone (860) 645-8776, Fax (860) 643-8215. 

Visa/MasterCard orders accepted without surcharge. Foreign orders will be charged actual shipping, plus $1.00 handling. CT residents 
add 6% sales tax. 
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A Classic Donaldson Wasp 
Continued from page 67 


wildcat brass, this should be time 
consuming but no problem. I have form 
dies here with which one can make 
anything. 

Almost anything... 

After I really crunched a couple of 
cases with my form dies, I decided to give 
Jeff a call. While Jeff hasn’t shot in many 
matches, he’s a very experienced wild- 
catter. “How come I can’t make this 
brass? It should be easy.” 

“It is... you just need Wasp dies. 
Regular form dies are for fairly straight 
cases. The Wasp is tapered enough to 
need special dies. RCBS makes special 
dies that make Wasp cases from 30-30. 
You got the dies... it’s easy.” 

“You got some I can borrow?” 

“Sure.” 

Once I got Jeff’s dies, my cases (now 
easy to make) got made. I fire-formed 
them once, fiddling with the seating 
depth at the same time. They shot pretty 
good and I decided not to spend any 
more time on load workup, planning to 
do the second fire-form step in the 
match. Why spend a lot of time fooling 
around with the ammo when I am going 
to win anyway? 


MATCH DAY: THE MOMENT OF 
TRUTH 

Since Jeff has a two-hour drive to get 
from Ludington to our place, I asked him 
to come over the night before, have dinner, 
spend the night and leave for the match 
with me early in the morning. He did so. 

Match morning dawns bright and 
clear. Jeff and I arrive early to help Don 
Mulder, who runs the matches this year, 
get things ready. We always try to get our 
own equipment set up before the other 
competitors start to show up. Then we 
have time to register them, answer 
questions and generally get things 
organized. 

Both Jeff and I set our rifles out on 
benches in preparation. We adjust the 
front and rear rests, put out wind flags 
and make sure we are ready. I do get my 
first chance to see Jeff’s rifle since he 
refinished it and spruced it up. Good 
heavens! It now appears to have some 
kind of barn paint on it. I can’t tell if it’s 
red or orange but it really doesn’t comple- 
ment the rifle. 


Both of our rifles draw small crowds. 
The competitors used to seeing benchrest 
or factory rifles find both guns exotic. 
The elegant Brownell rifle gets many 
compliments. Folks seem to look at Jeff’s 
gun and really not know what to say. 

Finally 10 o’clock rolls around. I am 
on the first relay and will shoot first. The 
winds are gentle and less switchy than 
normal. Conditions seem very conducive 
to good scores. My first record shot of the 
day is a perfect “X”... I just cleanly take 
out the dot. I am delighted... this thing 
shoots like my bench guns. 

The second and third shots are both 
good 10’s and all is well with the world. 
For some reason or other I leak the fourth 
and fifth shots just a little out of the ten 
ring. I end the first match down two 
points and disappointed... there are no 
doubts regarding beating Jeffy, I just 
didn’t think I would drop points. 

Since I have scoring and range master 
duties, I do not get to watch Jeff shoot his 
first target. However, I do manage to take 
a quick look at it just when his relay 
finishes firing. Jeff has a 49 target 
compared to my 48. Rats! 

I decide to calm down... there is no 
way a gun that looks like Jeff’s can shoot 
well enough to beat me... no way. 

Jeff’s second target is a 50 with four 
X’s, an extremely good score for the very 
best benchrest rifles. 

My second score is a 47. 
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The rest of the match was too painful 
to allow me to give any kind of a blow- 
by-blow description. I continue and shoot 
worse. Jeff continues and shoots better... 
he even gets another 50-4X. Since he has 
never shot in a match, he doesn’t realize 
that his gun won’t shoot a 50-4X. That 
damn gun doesn’t realize... 

At the award ceremony after the 
match, David Winters wins the VFS. Tom 
Cavanaugh wins Hunter Rifle for the 
Umpteenth time. 

Jeff Aberegg, shooting a slightly 
modified railroad tie, wins Factory 
Rifle with a nearly perfect 247-11X 
score. Yer ‘umble servant (now really 
‘umble) is fourth in Factory Rifle with a 
232-3X score. 

Jeffy is very gracious in victory... says 
he has a nice Taylor and Robbins rifle 
home that he will bring over next time... 
says it shoots pretty good. He can’t figure 
out why he never made it to a match 
before... says matches are fun. 

I (complete break with tradition 
here)... say very little. However, I go 
home after the match and mount a good 
scope on Fugly, my HV Talldog that I 
shoot only in important matches and 
when I really want to win something. I 
decide I probably don’t want to shoot in 
the Factory Rifle class anymore. Seems 
pointless when one has several perfectly 
good benchrest rifles.... 


Jeff posing at my bench with my rifle and equipment. 
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TEN SHOT WORLD RECORDS FALL 
AT THE ORIGINAL PENNSYLVANIA 
7000 YARD BENCHREST CLUB 


| 


JOHN HOOVER WORLD RECORD 100 SCORE & 5 Xs 


TEN SHOT 
16 1/2 POUND RESTRICTED CLASS 


John Hoover smashed the 16 1/2 pound Score World 
Record in the ten (10 ) shot light gun Restricted class 
August 15, 1998. John's group measured 5.845" with 
a perfect 100 score and 5 Xs. Only four other shooters 
in thirty one years have shot perfect 100 scores and 
they were all in the Heavy Benchrest class. The score 
World Record had just been broken in the restricted 
class by Brad Barta three weeks earlier.. Brad is a 
member of our affiliate club in Montana, The 
Northwest 1000 Yard Benchrest Association. Mr. 
Hoover's caliber and equipment was : 6.5/284 , Kreiger 
barrel, Stolle Panda action, Leupold scope, stock work 
done by Alex Sitman of Pennsylvania and the 
chambering by Don Clark also of Pennsylvania.. 
Congratulations John Hoover 


WAYNE LINSENBACH WORLD RECORD SIX MATCH 
GROUP AGGREGATE OF 6.788" 
TEN SHOT 
HEAVY BENCHREST CLASS 


Wayne Linsenbach broke the six match group aggre- 
gate record held by Les Hagerman (7.448") 
1993. Wayne's aggregate after just six matches was 
7.442". After the seventh match August 16, 1998, 
Wayne lowered his six match aggregate to 6.788" with 


since 


three matches to go. No telling how low this World 
Record Group Aggregate will go. For those of you not 
familiar with ten shot groups at 1000 yards, you can't 
imagine what Wayne has done. It is extremely hard to 
average 6.788" for six matches . 

Wayne's record setting caliber and equipment was: 
300 Weatherby imp., full aluminum stocked gun built 
and chambered by Rick Piccarreta of Pennsylvania, 
Hart barrel, Remington action and a Nightforce scope. 
Congratulations Wayne Linsenbach 
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e B.E.S.1. Muzzle Brake 


A Twist Tums it ©) 


BY JACOB GOTTFREDSON 


Synopsis: The concept of a muzzle brake 
that can be turned off is one that solves 
several problems. You need not remove it 
at the urging of hunting guides or nearby 
companions, and either open or closed, 
the point of aim and group size is unaf- 
fected. 


Discussion 


Muzzle brakes continue to gain in 
popularity. Varmint hunters have taken to 
them because it helps the shooter keep 
his/her eye on the target as the gun recoils, 
allowing them to see whether a hit was 
made or not. Big game hunters realize that 
a muzzle brake tames recoil enough to 
improve gun handling and_ therefore 
accuracy. Those of us who spend hours at 
the bench evaluating the big kickers enjoy 
the relief a muzzle brake gives us from the 
constant pounding. 

But muzzle brakes are both friend and 
foe. For the shooter sitting directly behind 
the butt plate, they are definitely a 
welcome appendage. For anyone standing 
nearby, they are a royal pain in the ear and 
the nervous system, so much so that some 
hunting guides make the shooter remove 
them prior to hunting... an unhappy 
circumstance for the hunter. Arriving in 
Africa, having spent thousands, only to 
have the PH tell you to remove your 
“cheater” can bring fits of despair. 

It is not that most muzzle brake 
aficionados cannot do without them in a 


field situation, but rather after having 
tuned their load with the brake in place, 
the sudden loss of muzzle weight can 
often throw the whole system into a fit of 
schizophrenic behavior. The group might 
now impact several inches from the point 
of intent, and it might triple in size as a 
result as well. If the shooter is lucky 
enough to have the time to sight in again, 
then group size might be his only worry. 
If not, well... 

The B.E.S.T. Muzzle Brake has taken 
care of that unsavory situation, made the 
nearby audience much happier about the 
health of their nervous systems, satisfied 
the guide, and allowed the shooter tuning 
from the bench to enjoy himself without 
undue punishment... or in a private field 
situation to turn the brake on. The real 
accomplishment is that the rifle stays 
tuned whether the muzzle brake is on or 
off because the characteristics affecting 
accuracy have not been affected. 

OK, now that I have said the same 
thing in two different ways... is all of that 
really true? 

Glenn Lacy states that they measure 
the braking ability of the device to be 
approximately 30 to 40 percent. Glenn’s 
method of measuring employs a saw 
horse derivative to which the rifle is hung 
from the underbelly. The resulting 
pendulum swing is recorded with the 
muzzle brake off and then on. John 
Dustin, writing about the B.E.S.T. Brake 
in the June issue of PS, tested the brake 
by a friction method that seems to 
indicate that the efficiency may be even 
higher. 
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or 


Hmmm... that is great, but I wanted a 
more personal touch. What would 
actually happen at the bench with me as 
the driver (rider)? If that proved effective, 
the field would be a cinch. The second 
question was: would the rifle group as 
well and shoot to the same point of 
impact with the brake in either the on or 
the off position? So... I sent the barrel of 
my thunderboomer to Idaho to have the 
brake installed and find out for myself. 


A Novel Exercise 


A friend, Bruce Ainsworth, had 
recently acquired a rather sophisticated 
digital camera and computer software. 
The camera has several modes: movie, 
stills, and a rather amazing ability to take 
high speed stills. We talked each other 
into giving the camera a try. What would 
it see in the exceedingly small time it 
takes the rifle to go from zero to max 
recoil? 

I spent a couple of nights painting a 
piece of plywood left lying around the 
garage, drew a two inch grid, and 
annotated it with numbers beginning with 
zero. We then recorded the effects of 
shooting at the bench. Three runs are 
shown beginning at .00 sec (at rest, 
immediately prior to detonation), and at 
succeeding increments of .01 sec until the 
rifle attained its highest and most 
rearward position at .03 seconds. The first 
shot was taken with the muzzle brake 
closed, and the second with the muzzle 
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BLACK MAGIC 
The Ultra Accurate AR-15 


by John Feamster 


Over a year in preparation, popular 
Precision Shooting columnist and AR-15 
specialist John Feamster has authored what 

will undoubtedly be the standard reference 
work on AR-15 accuracy for years to come. 

Over 300 pages, including an eleven 
page appendix of AR-15 suppliers which 

is just about worth the price of 
admission by itself! 


The Seven Chapters 
of the Book Include: 


Chapter 1 - The AR-15 Rifle - 
From Mattel Toy to the Black Magic 


Feamster’s book Chapter 2 - EEEK! It’s a Mouse! or, 


Why choose an AR-15 for competition 


IS no dry monolog. Chapter 3 - Building the perfect beast: 


With the breezy, informal style Serious Service Rifles 
that chanactorizes his wnitinge Chapter 4 - The Ultimate Mouseguns - 
tn both Precision Shooting aud Match and Varmint Rifles 


author writer authoritatively ou Chapter 5 - Premium Mousechow - 
his topic, yet with enough sories Feeding your highly accurate AR-15 


Aen eee nti cad inset | Phanter 6 - Accuracy Testing the AR-15 
throughout the 500 pager. Chapter 7 - Mousegun Accuracy - 


Experiments, tips and tweaks 


ORDER NOW at $24.95, soft cover, or $29.95 hard cover. Order from: Precision Shooting, 222 McKee Street, 
Manchester, CT 06040. Shipping and Handling is $3.50 for first book, $5.00 for multiple books - U.S. Foreign 


orders (including Canada) will be charged actual shipping costs plus $1.00 handling. Visa or Master Card 
orders accepted without surcharge at our CT office (860) 645-8776 phone; (860) 643-8215 fax. CT residents 
add 6% sales tax; NY residents add 4% sales tax. 
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The B.E.S.T. Muzzle Brake 
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brake open. These were fired using the 
infamous .339 Déja vu that I designed 
and wrote about some years ago. 

For comparison we recorded a 7mm 
Remington Magnum Alaskan Wilderness 
Rifle. This rifle has no brake and was 
topped with a Schmidt and Bender Scope. 
The .339 Déja vu still supports the 
original 2.5 x 10 Burris. 

Not wanting the scope to pierce my 
forehead (I really hate it when it does 
that), I placed a towel between my 
shoulder and the butt plate. I left the 
towel in place for the two succeeding 
runs so that the relationship would remain 
the same. We tried to align the barrel 
horizontally with the line marked 2 on the 
grid. I held the rifle tightly with my right 
hand, bringing the butt plate hard into my 
shoulder for each shot with each rifle. 

The .339 Déja vu recoils at 43 foot 
pounds without a brake, the 7mm Mag at 
about 27. When the muzzle brake was 
opened, it was quite apparent to me that 
the rifle did recoil less. For example, the 
Déja vu with the brake closed not only 
recoiled up off the bag, but veered to the 
right away from the bag and hit barrel 
first on the bench. On a second try it did 
the same thing. With the muzzle brake 
open the rifle also recoiled up (though not 
so high) but did so in a straight line, 
coming back down into the center of the 
bag. The felt recoil was also much 
reduced. I tried to notice the effects of 
sound differential from closed to open 
and could not really detect any. However, 
there is certainly some felt blowback of 
air as we will see later. 

I noticed another phenomena while 
watching the film and the stills. I have 
filmed myself shooting the light recoiling 
benchrest rifles in the hopes of finding 
errors in my form and improving. I have 
never filmed and carefully watched 
myself shooting the real centerfire 
kickers. Although I believe I shoot them 
fairly well, groups seeming to attest to 
that fact, I found that after the bullet had 
left the barrel and the recoil was 
beginning to force the barrel up an inch or 
so, my eyes appeared to shut. I viewed 
myself on the digital camera immediately 
after firing and noticed what I was doing. 
I got back in the saddle with the idea in 
mind that I would not shut my eyes. Ever 


try to hold your eyes open when you 
sneeze? Well, I found that I could not 
force myself to hold my eyes open 
through the entire cycle of the recoil. The 
kick of these rifles is just too great of a 
shock to the system to do so. Yet, I can 
hold my eyes open and achieve reason- 
able follow through until after the bullet 
leaves the barrel. I ran the film over and 
over and found that the bullet was at the 
100-yard target before the rifle reached 
maximum rearward movement and 
before my eyes went shut. 

We did, in fact, catch the bullet 
approximately 4 inches in front of the 
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muzzle in one of the frames (see single 
digital frame). In that frame, the rifle has 
not yet begun to rise or recoil to the rear 
significantly, indicating that it was 
sometime between .00 and .01 seconds 
(the time separating the first two frames 
in the series included). In fact, the bullet 
in the frame probably made it there in 
approximately 2/3200 or 0.000625 


seconds. This demonstrates the impor- 
tance of squeezing the trigger of these big 
kickers until the rifle goes off by surprise. 
Flinching is an action that must take place 
prior to and into detonation. If flinching 
Continued on next page 


The bullet exiting the barrel of the 7mm Mag was caught by the digital camera. In the 
color photo the copper color of the bullet is easily distinguished. Note that the rifle has 
not yet started any significant recoil, though some slight movement can be seen. 


SEELEVEL 


THE EYE-LEVEL GUN LEVEL 


THE BEST SOLUTION FOR 
CANTING AVAILABLE TODAY! 


BY OPENING YOUR WEAK EYE AFTER 
TARGET ACQUISITION, THE LEVEL 
MODULE WILL APPEAR IN THE SCOPE 
SIGHT PICTURE, ALLOWING YOU TO 
LEVEL YOUR GUN FOR THE SHOT! 


ILTING, LEANING, CANTING; WHATEVER YOU CALL IT... 
If your gun isn’t in the same position for each 
shot as when you zeroed it, your groups can open 
up, and point-of-impact will shift. Front rests, rear 
bags, bi-pods, wide forends, etc. all can help, but 
how do you know that your gun is squared-up for the 
shot? By using a SEELEVEL®, you See the attitude of 
the gun and Levet it from your shooting position. 
With the SEELEVeL*: *Your eye never leaves the reticle 
*You never have to move your head eThere’s no 
re-acquiring the sight picture. SEELEVEL® gives all 
shooters a needed edge on the bench and in the 
field, and reloaders will benefit from the added 
control factor when doing load development. 


To SEE LEVEL- BUY A SEELEVEL! 


*YOUR SIGHT PICTURE WITH 
THE SEELEVEL!!! 


SEELEVEL® HELPS YOU ELIMINATE THE VARIABLES! 


THE SEELEVEL® INCLUDES THESE FEATURES... 
*High Quality, All American Made Components 
*Mounts to your scope with a steel ring 
¢Won't shift under heavy recoil 
eLevel module has high visibility from dawn to dusk 
eWon't freeze in winter, or warp in the hot sun 
Has a removable level module that re-installs 

in seconds without tools for 100% repeatability 


SPECIALIZED FIREARMS PRODUCTS 
3595 CANTON RD. SUITE AQ/115 
MARIETTA, GA. 30066 

TEL: 770.592 .9042 (LEAVE MESSAGE) 


®PRICE INCLUDES SHIPPING & HANDLING IN THE LOWER 48 STATES ® 


1 INCH MODEL (BLUE OR MATTE). . . . $40.00 
30MM MODEL (MATTE ONLY) ...... $45.00 
WE &CS) CHEQUES OR 
ACCEPT MONEY ORDERS 


© GEORGIA RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX.® 
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The B.E.S.T. Muzzle Brake 


Continued 


occurs after detonation, the human 
nervous system can’t react fast enough to 
affect the bullet’s flight. This is also 
another reason for improving lock time. 

We had taken that film the week 
before we came up with the white board 
idea. Viewing the film made us realize 
that we needed the white board with grid 
lines in the background. Note that I have 
the Leupold LPS mounted in this single 
frame. I changed to the Schmidt and 
Bender the next week. 


The Results 


With that background out of the way, 
let’s examine the series of frames as the 
rifle recoils. Some interesting results 
were recorded that you can see in the 
frames, and some that we had not counted 
on but that we later noticed as we viewed 
the frames. 

When I refer to the muzzle brake 
being closed, it is as shown in Photo 1. 
Photo 2 shows the muzzle brake open. 
Note the position of the ball bearing. The 
brake is only open for use when the 
détente ball is in the middle hole position. 


The B.E.S.T. Muzzle Brake in the open position. Note the position of the ball 
bearing. The brake is closed when seated in either hole to the side of the 


middle one. 


ee 


° Brockman & 


 @@0000° 


The B.E.S.T Muzzle Brake distributed by Brockman Distributing, Inc. 
Note the ball bearing that fits in one of the three holes at the end of the 
brake. This locks the brake in the position desired. This photo shows the 
brake closed. Photo 3 shows the brake open. As you can see (I hope), the 
machine work and finish are excellent. 


, Simonson Machine Company : 


THE PUG 


Features: Models: 
©> Aircraft aluminum construction r> Remington 700 
fe) © Clamping action sleeve > XP-100 Rifle 


> XP-100 Pistol 
> Savage 110 


<> Integral scope mount 
© Twin forearm rail 
<> Drop-in installation 


Simonson Machine Co., P.O. Box 475, Gooding, ID 83330, Phone: 208-934-0910 


Digital Frame Series Of The Rifle 
During Recoil 


First note that in the top frame on the 
far right of the shooting series (muzzle 
brake closed), the scope appears to have 
hit my forehead at maximum rise. It did 
not, but it appears to have. In the frame 
just below (brake open), the scope is still 
a considerable distance from my head at 
maximum rise. Remember that we can 
extract the same maximum height and 
rearward motion (also the same time) of 
each rifle using the digital camera. The 
barrel tip is also a couple of inches lower 
with the brake on. Note also the position 
of the forearm forward of the front rest 
bag throughout the sequences. When 
running the film in slow motion, the 
movement of my head and shoulder is 
significantly reduced with the brake open. 

The barrels were lined up horizontally 
with the number 2 inch grid line. The 
Déja vu with the brake closed attained its 
maximum height at 7 inches, or a 
movement of 5 inches. The Déja vu with 
the brake open appears to have reached 
4.5 inches, or a movement of 2.5 inches. 


Continued on page 7O 


The Easy Way 
To Get That Scope 
on Straight... 


Reticle Leveler 
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$17.95 Delivered in the USA. 

NY State add sales tax 
Check or Money Order 
Visa/ Mastercard 
$18.50 to Canada - $21.00 Elsewhere 
Visa/ Mastercard or M.O. only. 


Segway Industries 
PO Box 783-TS 
Suffern, NY 10901 
914-357-5510 12 Noon - 5 PM 
FAX 914-357-4570 


http://www.segway-industries.com 
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CREEDMOOR HEAVY SHOOTING COATS: 
NO01 Standard Heavy Cordura Nylon NRA Shooting Coat.. 
* NOO2 “Hardback” Heavy Cordura Nylon NRA Shooting Coat 
NOO2A “Tapered Hardback” Cordura Nylon 
NRA Shooting Coat 
NOO3 Leather NRA Competition Shooting Coat.... 
NO004 Lite-Heavy Cordura Nylon NRA Shooting Coat 
NO07 Cordura Nylon ISU Shooting Coat 
NO08 Standard Lite Cordura Nylon 
Competition Shooting Coat 
NOO8A “Tapered Lite” Cordura Nylon 
Competition Shooting Coat 
NO111 Standard Heavy Cordura 
Nylon/Leather NRA Shooting Coat... 
N0222 “Hardback” Heavy Cordura Nylon/Leather NRA Shooting Coat 
N0229A “Tapered Hardback” Cordura Nylon/Leather NRA Shooting Coat... 
N0444_ Lite-Heavy Cordura Nylon/Leather NRA Shooting Coat 


BASICS BY CREEDMOOR: 
BO01 Basics Standard Heavy Cordura 
Nylon Competition Shooting Coat 
B011 Basics Cloth Shooting Coat . 
B040 Basics Roll-Up Shooting Mat . 
BO20 Basics Standard Shooting Stool . 
B151 Basics Standard Rifle Case (48 inch).... 
B152 Basics Standard Rifle Case (52 inch) 
BO30 Basics Felt Padded Shooting Glove.... 
NO35 1%" Leather Military Sling 


$214.98 
$219.98 


$219.98 
$319.98 
$219.98 
$189.98 


$149.98 
$149.98 


$264.98 
$269.98 
$269.98 
$269.98 


Call and Ask about our Basics Packages and Save $$$ 
CREEDMOOR CLOTH SHOOTING COATS: 


N0O16 S.W.A.T. Rifleman’s Tactical Shooting Coat 
NO10X Deluxe OD Green Canvas Shooting Coat 


CREEDMOOR SHOOTING GLOVES: 
N031 NRA High Power Shooting Glove 
N032 Full Finger Shooting Glove 


may 
' CREEDMOOR SHOOTING MATS: 
N040 Roll-Up Shooting Mat 
N041 Fold-Up Shooting Mat.. 
N042 Deluxe Fold-Up Shooting Mat . 
NO80_ S.W.A.T, Shooting Mat 


CREEDMOOR SHOOTING STOOLS: 
» 2 NO20 Standard Shooting Stool ... 
N021 Service Rifle Stool .. 
/ NO24 Accessory Pouch. 
NO25 Magazine Pouch 
NO26 Shoulder Strap.. 
NO28 Water Bottle ... 
NO27 Cart Conversion Kit 
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CREEDMOOR RIFLE CASES: 
N151 Standard Rifle Case (48”) 
N152 Standard Rifle Case (52”) 
N153 M16AQ2/AR15 Rifle Case .. 
N150 Service Rifle Case .... 
N081 Police Rifle Drag Case... 
N154 AR-10/M15A4 Rifle Case (45”).. 


KOWA® SPOTTING SCOPES: 


$329.98 


BOOKS: 
C1255 Reading the Wind & Coaching Tech 
C1256 Sight Alignment, Trigger 

Control & The Big Lie 
C1257 Leather Sling & Shooting Positions 
C1088 With Winning in Mind 


VIDEOS: 

C1259 Reading the Wind 

C1150 Service Rifle Competition Basics . 
C1153 Sighting In Rifles 

C1151 NRA Match Rifle Basics. 

C1152 How to Win at PPC 

C1154 How to Shoot Fast & Accurately 
C1156 NRA Bullseye Basics .. 

C1157 Center X 

C1155A Tubb’s Set of Three 

C1258 Service Rifle Leather Sling.... 

C1158 Glass Bedding M1A/M14 

C1159 Competition Reloading: Basic to Advanced . 
C1181 Colt 1911 .45 Auto Pistol... 

C1182 Pistol Masters 

C1183 93 Confirmed Kills ... 

C1184A Rifle Marksmanship with M-1 Rifle ... 
C1184B Rifle Marksmanship with M-1 Rifle... 
C1185 U.S. Marine Corps Battle Color Ceremony. 
C1186 Mastering the AR-15.... 

C1187 Complete 1911 Auto.. 


CLARK VIDEO SERIES: 

C1188 Customizing the 1911 

C1189 Customizing the Ruger Mark II 
C1190 Customizing the Ruger 10/22 Rifle. 
C1191 Complete 1911 

C1192 Complete Ruger .22 Pistol .. 
C1193 Complete Ruger 10/22 Rifle... 


RIFLES: 

R4000 Custom NRA High Power Bolt Rifle 
Armalite Rifles.. 
Springfield Rifles .. 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE CATALOG 
ORDERS 1-888-CREEDMOOR * CATALOGS 1-800-94-CATALOG ¢ FAX # 760-757-5558 


(1-888-273-3366) 


(1-800-942-2825) 


CREEDMOOR SPORTS INC. # P.O. BOX 1040 * OCEANSIDE, CA 92051 * MON-FRI 8 AM-4 PM PT 


Visit our new website at: www.creedmoorsports.com of 


E-Mail us at: shoot@creedmoorsports.com 


The B.E.S.T. Muzzle Brake Continued from page 68 
.00 Sec. 


.339 Deja Vu 
BE. S.T. Brake Closed 
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.03 Sec. 


Recoil Series. The series of photos above were taken with a digital movie camera. The top row shows the author firing the .339 Déja vu 
with the B.E.S.T. Muzzle Brake closed (recoil = 43 foot pounds). The middle row is the same rifle and load with the brake open. For 
comparison, the author shot the 7mm Mag. (bottom row) which has no muzzle brake (recoil = 27 foot pounds). Each row shows the first 
-03 seconds of the recoil cycle. The time is noted above the photos. One can compare the position of each hundredths of a second in 
each shot’s cycle relative to the others. Note the position of the end of the muzzle and the stock, the position of the scope from the 
author’s forehead, and the carpet in each frame. The B.E.S.T. Muzzle Brake makes a considerable difference in taming the recoil of the 


big kicking .339 Déja vu. 
Continued on next page 
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The B.E.S.T. Muzzle Brake 


Continued 


The 7 mag attained 3.5 inches for a 
movement of 1.5 inches. To summarize: 


5.0 inches of 
45 foot pounds 
2.5 inches of 
x foot pounds 
1.5 inches of 
27 foot pounds 


Déja vu brake closed 
vertical movement 
Déja vu brake open 
vertical movement 
7 Rem Mag 
vertical movement 


Hou Wo ou te al 


We could use some mathematics to 
calculate x, but I don’t think the exercise 
is scientific enough to be modeled using 
math. Suffice it say that the Déja vu with 
the muzzle brake does kick less than with 
it closed, and that it appears to kick a bit 
more than the 7 mag. 

The frames seem to indicate that the 
braked (open) Déja vu’s recoil is closer to 
that of the unbraked 7mm than that of the 
unbraked (closed) Déja vu. In other 
words, it is closer to 27 foot pounds than 
43 foot pounds. To get a feeling for this, 
look at the position of the scopes to my 
forehead in each of the frames. The Déja 
vu open has a considerable gap at max 
recoil than either the Déja vu closed or 
the 7 mag. This is good news! Note also 
how much farther rearward the Déja vu 
closed has moved. This can be seen by 
looking at the position of the front of the 
stock to the front rest bag or the barrel 
against the background grid. 

In this exercise what would a 
reduction of 30 to 40 percent as claimed 
by Glen Lacy, or the possibility of as 
much as 50 percent as inferred by John 
Dustin mean? If it were truly 50 percent, 
the recoil of the Déja vu should be 43(.5) 
= 21.5 foot pounds. The rifle should then 
have made less movement than the 7 
Mag. If the reduction were 40 percent, it 
implies 43(.6) = 25.8, or about the same 
as the 7 Mag. A 30 percent reduction 
would be 43(.7) = 30.1 foot pounds, or 
slightly greater movement than the 7 
Mag. When we look at the rearward 
movement, however, the reduction seems 
to be more along the lines of what Mr. 
Dustin experienced, i.e. 50 percent. 

In any case, the brake certainly takes the 
edge off. The Déja vu is difficult to shoot, 
43 foot pounds being definitely at the 
punishment level. The reduction to that 
approaching a 7 Mag (if it is that) is 
welcome. I do not have much trouble 
shooting at the 30 foot pounds (.300 Win 
Mag with hot 180 grain load) or less 
category, though some do. One who shoots 


a7 Mag, for example, and wants less might 
find himself nearer the 27(.6) = 16 foot 
pounds or less than the .270 Win level. 
However, this all a bit speculative and 
not very scientific. Suffice it to say that 
the movement in the frames is much 
reduced with the B.E.S.T. Brake in the 
open position, and that my comment is 
that the felt recoil is much less as well. 
Note also the carpet that my front rest 
sits on. When the rifle was fired with the 
brake closed, the carpet is undisturbed. 
However, when the brake was opened, 


the carpet was blown back consider- 
ably... one of the reasons nearby hunters 
and guides don’t appreciate brakes. This 
is, of course, another reason that the 
B.E.S.T. Brake is so unique: it can be 
turned off. 

Notice also that the second frame in 
each series is more blurred than any of the 
following frames, indicating a faster 
rearward movement early in the cycle. 
After that initial movement to the rear, the 
rifle begins to rise but not with so much 
speed. 


When Your Reputation is On The Line... 
WE Have the Answer! 


eS 
Your Complete Machine Shop Supplier! 
We have a complete line of metalworking 
machinery featuring the NEW Emco Machines! 


Plus all the tooling you need for your shop. 


CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 


800-872-6500 


PO BOX 536-SH, Hurricane WV 25526 
304-562-3538 or fax 304-562-5311 
www.blueridgemachinery.com 


PRECISION 


ree Bullet Puller Strikes Up 


$2459 a New Era in Reloading Efficiency! 


“NEW TWIST” 
Chuck Assembly 
makes the difference. 


US 
Patent Nos 
3,646,661 

and 
5,333,367 


Other 
Patents 
Pending 


* Attention Owners of Standard 
Inertia Type Bullet Pullers! 


Upgrade Your Puller Now With 
The "New Twist" Chuck For Only 


$7 00 


After bullet has been pulled, just 
twist the cap 1/4 turn and lightly 
tap cap end of puller head on 

the bottom of a receptacle. CASE, 


POWDER AND BULLET DROP OUT! 
No more pulling out case with 


fingers and time-consuming 
shaking out powder and bullet. 


e e 
Quinetics Corp. 
P.O. Box 29007 
San Antonio, TX 78229 
Fax: (210) 684-2912 
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The B.E.S.T. Brake also takes care of 
some of my other complaints about raw 
muzzle brakes. I generally cover them 
with electrical tape to prevent snow, 
water, and trash from entering the holes 
and ultimately the bore. When the 
B.E.S.T. Brake is in the closed position, 


the-wall as mine, they will try their best to 
match it. The brake sells for less than 
$150.00, varying slightly with barrel steel 
and finish. Reference John Dustin’s 
article on page 63 of the June issue of PS 
for more detail on the make-up of the 
brake itself. 


The B.E.S.T. Muzzle Brake is 
distributed by 


Brockman Distributing Inc. 

P.O. Box 357 

Gooding, ID 83330 

(208) 934-5187 ® 


snow and trash can’t enter the bore, and 
water might find it difficult to penetrate as 
well, although a bit of electrical tape over 
the bore would suit me. 

One last test remained: would the rifle 
really shoot to the same point of intent 
and the same group size with the brake 
either open or closed? I had zeroed the 
rifle upon return of the scope from the 
manufacturer (having sent it back for a 
good check and cleaning) while running 
the film studies. I returned to the range, 
leaving the camera and board behind. The 
bottom line: I feel completely comfort- 
able that it will shoot to within the same 
statistically significant point of intent and 
group size out to the 600-yard range 
under which this rifle has been tested with 
the B.E.S.T. Brake in either the closed or 
open positions. 

I am beginning to like the idea of 
having this brake on my Déja vu. With all 
of the hunting I do, it will come in handy 
to turn the brake off and spare my 
companions when necessary. ay an 4 aa 

The B.E.S.T. Muzzle Brake is Te ee. my 
supplied in stainless or chrome-moly. G At me —"— PO. Box 134 


Unless the finish of your barrel is as off- *. 438 Willow Brook Road 
" * Meriden, NH 03770 


800/468-3450 


THIS VARMINT scat tntnsre’s cpr gunna notre 
SCOPE WILL 
GET YOU 

SOME DIRTY 


hour a day of shootable light, now Schmidt 
& Bender has put the same exceptional 
German craftsmanship and precision into our 
new 4-16x50 Varmint model. Parallax adjust- 
ment can be made without 
removing your eye from 
the scope, and the thin 
reticle will not block 
the target even at 
». extreme ranges. 
¢ Guaranteed for 30 years, 
they’re an investment in 
a lifetime of accuracy. 
You may get some dirty 
looks from your target. 
But from your end, it’ll be 
the cleanest, brightest 
look you've ever seen. 


Schmidt & Bender 


t of Ownership, Management, ai re 5 , iM . a. -e 


OPTICAL PERFECTION... 
SE =< . a YY, 


From Dawn ‘til Dusk: Superior lenses and Super-Multi-Coating, 
maximize brightnes: clarity all day 


Go Out in the Rain: Waterproof 


Won't Weigh You Down: Built on strong, lightweight frames 


Image Quality: Unique internal optical design maximizes 


brightness and resolution 


Durable: Limited Lifetime Warranty 


ISN’T YOUR VIEW WoRTH A PENTAX? 


PENTAX 


35 Inverness Drive Eas 


(800) 709-2020 for the | 
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BY PETE FORRAS, AS TOLD TO M. L. McPHERSON 


In recent months, reports have been 
reaching me that the 6mm bullets made 
by Clint Starke (PS advertiser — Starke 
Bullet Co.) were turning in some pretty 
darn impressive trials. And _ these 
comments were coming from experi- 
enced shooters who were capable of 
wringing the last small iota of possible 
performance out of an accurate rifle. 
Certainly it was not “pilgrims” giving me 
these glowing reports (that’s John Wayne 
talk, of course). 

Being somewhat susceptible to 
excited shooters babbling away about a 
hot new accuracy product, it was not long 
before I found myself on the phone, 
talking to the genial Clint Starke. Clint 
was quite willing to expound a bit on his 
new wonderkind... a 6mm 95 grain, 10- 
radius ogive low drag design, available 
(as an option) with moly-coating (Starke 
is a NECO franchisee). What the heck, I 
already had a long-distance phone call 
going... I might as well buy a box of 
them, and give it a try. In fact, in case they 
are anywhere near as good as I’m 
hearing... it might be wise to buy 500 of 
them (which I did). I mean, there might 
be a real run on the bank if they’re that 
good... right? Can’t be too careful in 
matters like this.... 

On their arrival a short while later, I 
have to confess that these moly-coated 
little jewels looked both ominous and 
sensual (if an item can look both of these 
characteristics at the same time, that is). 
Not one to be swayed by first appear- 
ances, I dragged out my Juenke electronic 
concentricity tester (PS advertiser — 
Accuracy Den)... a device that many of 
us swear by. Initial testing turned up a 
total deviation for any bullet tested of less 
than three units on the gauge. (The 
Juenke “units” do not directly translate 
into numbers per se. Anything less than 


three is essentially perfect). This testing 
put the Starke bullets into “benchrest, 
match quality” category, ranking right up 
there with the best bullets that I’ve tested. 

All right, what shall we use as a test- 
bed for these bullets? I wandered over to 
my gun case and removed a personal 
favorite, which has shot well for me over 
the last three years... a 6mm Norma BR 
chambered rifle that Wally Siebert built 
for me... built around a sleeved Remington 
700 short action, joined up to a 1-8" twist 
Lilja barrel. The rifle has long thrived on 
105 grain Berger moly-coated bullets, and 
has been used at several 500-yard and 
600-yard benchrest matches, where it has 
turned in a number of 10-shot groups 
measuring 3.500" or less, when firing 
those Berger bullets. Most shooters would 
consider such a rifle to be... “accurate”. 
(Editor: Okay, okay, Forras... I know that 
you’re gloating here. Don’t try all this 
understatement stuff on me... ). 

I started my testing of the Starke 
bullets using a load that was rumored to 
be “the” load. Well, “the” load turned out 
to be too hot for my rifle, although I was 
seating my bullets into the lands, rather 
than a bit off the lands, as others were 
doing. We started fine-tuning the loads, 
and ended up with 32.0 grains of Varget 
ignited by Remington 7'/2 primers as 
being what we were looking for. As 
always... that load is safe in my rifle... it 
may not be so in your rifle. Start lower, 
and work your way up the powder 
measure setting. 

My first three shots with this load 
were in one very small hole. I was 
preparing to fire my fourth shot when I 
was distracted by a confounded fly 
landing on my target. I was using a 12x42 
Nightforce scope at the time, and the 
optics were so good that I decided to try 
for ahead shot. (Editor: It may be just my 


imagination, but it seems harder to keep 
my writers focused on the job at hand 
these days). Sad to relate, I missed my 
head shot... although the local fly popula- 
tion decreased by one at the time I fired 
the shot. With my mind now back on 
business, I went on to fire several groups 
with that load. The Starke bullets shot just 
great, and I was extremely enthusiastic 
about the way they shot from that rifle. 

Let’s try them in another rifle. I went 
back to the gun case where this time I 
settled on a Winchester Model 70, 
chambered for the .243 Cat Bird, which is 
a Kenny Jarrett creation, a .270 
Winchester Ackley Improved, necked 
down to 6mm. This is no polite little K- 
Hornet intended for 150-yard chuck 
shooting in settled areas. Rather, it is a 
damn-the-torpedoes-full-speed-ahead 
creation, intended for targets two counties 
away... and don’t bother with hold-over 
— just aim for center of mass. The 
distance is unimportant... just hold dead- 
on. (A slight exaggeration, but only 
slight). I use this rifle for deer and 
antelope hunting, rather than varmint 
shooting; thus I have a fairly lightweight 
barrel (which probably would heat up like 
crazy on an active day in a prairie dog 
town). Even with the lightweight barrel, if 
I fire my shots with reasonable shot-to- 
shot intervals, it delivers half-inch groups 
at 100 yards... and that’s eminently 
acceptable for a fire-breathing cartridge 
like this one. 

The Cat Bird rifle has a 1-10" twist 
barrel, so I was rather curious to see if 
those long Starke bullets would stabilize. 
Loading these moly-coated bullets into 
necked-down and _ fire-formed .270 
Winchester cases was routine. Dragging 
out the faithful old chronograph showed 
the load that I had settled on for the Cat 
Bird was turning up 3540 fps at the 
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muzzle — passing fair for a 95 grain 
6mm bullet. 

At 200 yards the rifle, during testing, 
produced several 5-shot groups in the 
1/2" to 5/8" range... the best shooting 
done to date with this rifle. This will be 
my coyote hunting combination this 
winter. Obviously the 1-10" twist barrel 
handled the 95 grain bullets just fine. 

In previous tests with non-moly-coated 
(but otherwise similar) bullets made on J- 
4 jackets, I lost as many as 40 percent of 
the shots due to bullet disintegration 
whenever I tried to push the bullet faster 
than about 3350 fps. Moly makes all the 
difference. With moly coating I have had 
no such troubles, even when pushing 
lighter bullets in excess of 3800 fps. 

Next season I expect to shoot Starke 
bullets at our local 500-yard and 600-yard 
matches. I suggest that you might want to 
give Clint Starke a call at 1-888-797- 
3431. He makes some unique accuracy 
bullets which cannot be found elsewhere. 
All Starke bullets are Low Drag flatbase 


design. 
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Every rifle tested personally! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 


LONG RANGE RIFLES 
HUNTING RIFLES 
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COMPETITION RIFLES 
GUNSMITHING SERVICES 


Ask about “EL TECOMATE 
SPECIAL” and “THE RAPTOR” 
long range hunting rifle and cartridge 
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Still Searching for the Ultimate in Precision? 
simple to use, Extremely Accurate, fits virtually everything. 


Use Vertical Reticle™ to position 
Your Scope’s Reticle during mounting 
so it is in Accurate Alignment with the 
Center of the Bore. 


Precisely machined aluminum V-block tooling — 
Perfect alignment of the optical center 

of the scope to the center of the bore. 

Our Vertical Reticle™ is a must for meaningful 
installation of anti-cant devices! 

t! Simple to use, Extremely Accurate. 
se Compare to other products and methods. 


Gunsmiths consider Vertical Reticle™ the Last Word in reticle alignment. 


@ Pat. Pending 


ONLY 


$39": 


SHIPPING 
IBECUDED| 


TOLL: FREE! 


$300, RE aac, 

He’s 280 yards out... Qa’ 
What’s my hold? 

Apply a DROP DECAL™ 


to the stock of your rifle or laser rangefinder for an 
Instant Reference of Your Loads Trajectory. 
Durable and made to stay put, yet easily removed without leaving 
residue. Fill in your loads data in the bronze-colored writing spaces 
Attractive, soft, non-glare, transparent decal. (About 6 inches.) 


Our Products Made in the USA 
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THE ULTRA SERIES: 
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125 N. HILLTOP RD., COLUMBIA FALLS, MT 59912 PH/FX: 406 892-WOLF 
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ACCURACY INTERNATIONAL 


WE SPECIALIZE IN COMPETITION SMALLBORE EQUIPMENT 
ANSCHUTZ Rifles, Barreled actions, Stocks, & BR—50s: 
FEINWERKBAU Air rifles: RWS pellets: STEYR air rifles: ELEY, R.W.S.., 
FEDERAL AMMO: CREEDMOOR Coats & accessories: KOWA Spotting Scopes. 
Case (5.000 rd) prices: Eley BR Gold $775 — 10-X $750 — BR-50 $ 795 — lite $ 785 
RWS R-50 $ 795: FEDERALI Ultra Match $ 750 — Match $ 500 
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ACCURACY INTERNATIONAL 
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Fred T. Huntington died on August 
10th, 1998. He was born in December of 
1912 in Oroville, California. 


In 1941, at the onset of World War II, 
his father was ill and so Fred was deferred 
to run the family laundry, which was 
considered a necessary industry. With the 
war on, there were no cases, bullets or 
ammunition for hobbyists. Fred began to 
make reloading dies first and then bullet 
swaging dies. He found that he could 
swage a 22 LR copper case into a bullet 
jacket, swage a lead core, and from this 
make a bullet that would hold together up 
to about 2300 FPS. The swaging dies 
were so successful that he made them for 
the friends that he had made in the 
industry. The problem was that the 
Pacific, Bond, and Lyman presses would 
not hold up to the stress that bullet 
swaging dies put on them. So, with the 
help of Captain Wotkyns (of 22-250 
fame), Fred designed the A Press with a 
multiple leverage system. By now, it was 


Photo Copyrighted, Sirlin 
Photographers, Sacramento, CA. 


the mid-1940’s and he was making dies 
from Model T axles because steel bars 
were not available. 

In 1946, equipment that he had been 
trying to get was suddenly available. In 
1947-48, he converted his garage into a 
small machine shop and hired his first 
employees. By 1954, he had to build a 
larger shop with a small retail store in 


front. This was next to the family home. 
Fred was building rifles and reloading 
equipment. The laundry was sold in 1953, 
and Fred plunged into the gun business 
full-time. 

In 1962, Fred built a shop four times 
the size of his last building, and he 
continued to double the space about every 
four years until he sold the business to 
Omark Industries in 1976. When he sold 
the business, he had 225 employees and 
his business was known worldwide. His 
innovations were the multiple leverage 
systems for reloading tools, the modern 
removable shell holder which everyone in 
the industry uses today, and the bullet 
swaging dies that he started to make as a 
hobby. We have lost a true innovator. 
Only John Nosler remains as the last 
founder of the modern reloading industry. 
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given any choice in the matter. 
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will you find at 


Tactical Shooter magazine f 


Page after page dealing with “practical field shooting”, for law 
enforcement, military, and responsible civilians who wish to 
improve their rifle skills when engaging targets at undisclosed 
distances from 100 to 1000 yards, with emphasis placed on the 
importance of first shot accuracy with a clean, cold bore. 
Unlike the various disciplines of organized target shooting today, 
Tactical Shooter stresses the exciting and dynamic world of the 
field shooter, rather than the comparatively static world of known 
distance target frames, sighting shots and alibi shots. Many of our 
writers and readers move in more lethal areas than target ranges, 
and their lives and the lives of those they are sworn to protect may 
be at risk more than they would really prefer... but it goes with the 
territory. While we do not cover hunting, still the improvement of 
one's field shooting abilities and knowledge simplyhas to be 
considered a major plus to any serious hunter, regardless whether 
varmints or big game might be the quarry. 


SSG Chuck Olsen, 
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Tactical Shooter magazine ¢ 


ae with Carlos Hathcock, US Marine Scout-Sniper icon, and legendary figure of the Vietnam 

as Technical Advisor. Now add... Norm and Rocky Chandler, of Iron Brigade 
an makers of the famed Chandler sniper rifle, and authors of the “Death From Afar” series, as well as 
Dave Lauck, author of the best selling book “The Tactical Marksman”, and honcho 
Mike Lau, the principal of Texas Brigade Armory... 
Derrick Martin and Barrett Tillman, of the highly regarded Arizona-based 
“Accuracy Speaks’... John Plaster, author of “The Ultimate Sniper”... 
Chief Ballistics Instructor, US Army Sniper School ... Rod Ryan, principal of Storm Mountain Training 
Center... and Captain S, former Sniper Commander, Israeli Army. In addition, eight writers from our 
flagship publication Precision Shooting also joined the staff of the new publication (the truth be told, they were not 
_ one day they woke up now wearing two hats, and that was that. We make no 
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BY M.L. McPHERSON 


Synopsis: It would seem that various smokeless powders might be more- 


or-less dangerous in the event of an ignition in a powder measure. Recent 
destructive testing demonstrates that no smokeless powder is particularly 
dangerous in any typical handloader’s measure (at least if proper eye 
protection is worn). Equally, both Pyrodex and blackpowder are poten- 
tially quite hazardous. 


¥ 


‘ 


Nearly fully-developed fire-ball from hopper full of 700-X, which is among the 
fastest of all smokeless powders and is 29% nitroglycerine. Note that flame is still 
producing from the measure and that the mushroom stem is displaced from the 
measure. What happened is that the majority of the powder charge was ejected well 
above the measure and it then ignited. The “stem” is simply a portion that fell back 
out of the main body. With simple eye protection, it is unlikely an operator would 
have received anything more serious than a bad scare, perhaps a minor searing and 
a bit of a laundry problem. 


With the intention of loading a large 
quantity of blackpowder-charged 45-70 
ammunition a little faster, I was inter- 
ested in learning about the safety issues 
associated with using blackpowder in a 
conventional powder measure. I thought 
the Lee Perfect measure might be a good 
candidate since it contained no internal 
metal parts. I also know that, despite 
manufacturers’ warnings to the contrary, 
many shooters use conventional powder 
measures to load with blackpowder. 
Obviously, unless there is an ignition the 
practice is harmless. However, if an 
ignition does occur, just how dangerous 
will it be? 

I called Lee Precision and asked them 
what they thought of the idea of using 
their Perfect powder measure to dole out 
charges of blackpowder. Mr. John Lee 
expressed that the company could not 
condone the practice. He expounded 
further that they had tested various grades 
of smokeless rifle powders in the Perfect 
measure and that the results were always 
relatively benign. He was, however, inter- 
ested in what would happen with various 
faster-burning smokeless powders, 
Pyrodex, and blackpowder. I told him | 
was happy to oblige. 

Soon enough, I had sufficient Perfect 
powder measure parts on hand to do the 
testing. I devised a system where I could 
insert a section of fine copper wire into 
the base of the hopper. To this I could 
apply sufficient voltage to bring about 
ignition. This system mimicked the 
worst-case scenario, ignition from the 
bottom of the charge. 

I set the measure up on a picnic table in 
the back yard — way out in the back yard 
(Editor...As a matter of fact, out by the 
dog house where Rover was sleeping 
peacefully...) and proceeded to test the 
following powders: Bullseye, 700-X, 
Pyrodex P, and GOEX FFg. I had intended 
to test several slower smokeless powders 
and FFFg but that proved unnecessary. 
The included photos should be of interest. 

The ignition system I had set up 
worked perfectly. I even captured most of 
the process on video. That allowed me to 
time the smokeless powder burns. I began 
the test with 700-X, which is somewhat 
faster than Bullseye but only contains 
about three-fourths as much _ nitroglyc- 
erine. I prepared the ignition wire, filled 
the hopper, set up the video camera and 
got ready to take a still picture. 
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When my daughter, Autumn, hit the 
switch, there was an almost instanta- 
neous flash in the bottom of the hopper. 
Then, long before I could trip the 
camera, the column of powder was on 
fire and was being blown out of the 
hopper. The loose fitting lid, which was 
no impediment, was blown twenty feet 
from the measure. As I managed to 
finally trip the camera, there was already 
a well-developed fire-ball above the 
measure. I happened to trip the shutter 
just before this fire-ball was fully 
developed. At peak development, it was 
close to ten feet tall and six feet in 
diameter. The entire event was over in 


six-tenths of a second. (Editor...And 
now, a few words from Rover....) 

Damage to the measure included 
minor discoloration to the plastic hopper 
and lid. Other than that, the measure was 
unharmed and it was completely service- 
able. There was a considerable amount of 
unburned powder on the table, and, no 
doubt, all around the measure. 

The second test, using Bullseye, 
differed only in details. First difference: 
development of the fire-ball took about 
two-tenths of a second longer and total 
burn required almost an entire second. 
The corresponding picture shows this 
fact. I snapped all pictures as fast as I 
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could after I saw the initiating spark. 
(Which is instructive: no, you will not 
have time to move!) With Bullseye, the 
fire-ball had only just begun to develop. 
Second difference: at its peak, the 
Bullseye fire-ball was only about one-half 
the volume of the 700-X fire-ball but was 
much more intense. Third difference: 
there was essentially no unburned 
Bullseye. Final difference: discoloration 
to the powder hopper was, perhaps, 
slightly greater. 

The third test involved Pyrodex P. I 
failed to get a still photo of that test. The 


Continued on next page 


NECO - PRODUCTS THAT WORK. 


* NECO-COAT™ Patented Bullet Moly Coating/Plating Process to signifi- 
cantly reduce barrel bore fouling, enhance performance and prolong barrel life. 
The original. Tried and competition proven to be the best. Molycoating Kits and sieves 
are available for non-commercial home use. 


* MOLY-SLIDE™. Highly concentrated Laboratory-grade Molybdenum Disulfide 
(MoS2) lubricant paste for supurb wear resistance, anti-seizing and anti-galling on cams, 
bushings, press fit assemblies, and other sliding surfaces. Contains absolutely no 
graphite (carbon). 


* BULLET SLIDE™. Molybdenum Disulfide (MoS2) Bullet Lubricant and 
applicator for enhanced performance of loaded ammunition up to .32 Caliber Centerfire 
or rimfire. 


* (Case Neck-Sizing Dry Lubrication Kits. To rapidly and easily dry lubricate the 
inside and outside of cartridge case necks using a moly/stainless steel shot mixture. 
Requires no internal cleanup; works excellently with expander ball operation and/or 
neck sizing, etc. Recommended for use with moly coated bullets. Patent pending. 


* NECO Pressure (Fire) Lapping™ Kits. To reduce fouling and make cleaning 
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Various kits/components are available for the handloader. 


* Cartridge Case Concentricity, Wall Thickness and Runout Gauge™. 
Effectively and quickly measures the body wall thickness of brass cases, case head 
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* NORMA Precision Cartridge Brass — The Very Best — in most common 
competition and hunting rifle cartridge sizes. 6.5/130 gr. VLD competition bullets are 
also available. Authorized NORMA Distributor and Dealer. 
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Basic powder measure test setup. The 
hopper removes from this Lee Perfect 
powder measure. This allowed easy 
access for insertion of a fine copper 
wire into the base of the charge. Note 
the alligator clip leads that are attached 
to the ignition wire. Also note that the 
hopper is essentially full of powder — 

a hopper-full charge was used for all 
tests. 


* A NECO Product Information Guide is available upon request for further infor- 
mation on the above and other fine products. Please feel free to call with questions. 


Post Office Box 427, Lafayette, CA 94549 USA 
536 - "C" Stone Road, Benicia, CA 94510 USA 
Telephone: 707-747-0897/Fax: 707-747-0898/Order Desk: 800-451-3550 
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Let’s Talk About Powder Measures Video did clearly show that the result was just what it sounded 
like, effectively an explosion. However, the plastic hopper 


withheld the blast with only one fracture at the base. Excepting 
the lid, there were no projectiles. 

The fourth test was with GOEX FFg and resulted in a genuine 
explosion. Neighbors came running (Editor... Bearing little gifts, 


Continued 
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Lee Perfect powder measure hopper (which has an On/Off 
valve) beside a can of FFFg I didn’t get around to testing. 


sae Wek ey Z . i y be ys ue ye 
The bigger picture, showing setup at far side of our backyard. 
Note extension cord leading to table. This provided current to 
heat the ignition wire. 
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such as noise abatement orders, cease- 
and-desist orders, and a neighborhood- 
signed “Please Move” resolution), and 
we all enjoyed the spectacle of the 
biggest smoke ring you ever heard tell of, 
raising into the clear blue sky — looked 
like a big gray donut in the sky, perhaps 
100 feet across before it finally dissi- 
pated. The powder measure was blasted 
into many little pieces that were scattered 
all over the yard (I found one piece in the 
front lawn months later). 

I think it is fair to say that anyone who 
had been sitting close to the measure 
during this explosion would not have 
been happy. It is an open question as to 
how badly someone might have been 
hurt. Nevertheless, I do not want to be 
there. If I choose to disregard sound 
advice against using a measure to run 
charges of blackpowder, I will certainly 
never put more than a few ounces of 
powder in the measure at any time. And I 
will keep the can capped and well- 
separated from the measure. 

The photographs tell this story 


quite well. ® 


CUSTOM 
LEATHER 
WEAR 


Manufacturers of Quality 
Competitive Custom Made to Fit 
Shooting Clothing 


Reputation of Excellence Since 1974 


We specialize in... 
custom made to fit 
HIGH POWER COATS 
in leather or canvas 
and custom made to fit 
UIT COATS & PANTS. 


For a catalog and measure kit send to: 


CUSTOM LEATHER WEAR 
P.O. Box 1645, Niagara Falls, NY 14302-1645 
or call us at (905) 357-2366 
24 hour fax (905) 356-7875 
http://www.customleatherwear 


Result of igniting a hopper full of FF g. Again, relative timing is similar to 
both tests with smokeless powder. This was an explosion. Pieces of the 
~“measure.were already scattered all over the yard except for the several that 
were still airborne when this exposure was made. 


Most of the pieces generated after igniting a hopper full of FF g in the Lee Perfect 
powder measure (several months after I took this picture I found one piece well over 
100 feet from the test site). Only the lid survived essentially intact and reusable. 
Several of these projectiles obtained potentially dangerous velocity. I would suggest 
this shows the prudence of not using blackpowder in any powder measure. 
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DON’T MiSs! i 


Improves Accuracy 

Installs In Minutes 

Unconditional Money Back Guarantee 
Prevents Canting on the Bench or In the Field 


What Happened 
To Harry!!77 


FIELD TESTED 
RECOMMENDED 
TO MEMBERS 


| Told Him The 
ae Was Using a 
copLevel!! 


We Gurantee ScopLevel 
Improves Accuracy 


by Eliminating the 
Problem of Canting 


Your bullet must hit the same spot here = 


—— 


Or it won't hit the same spot here — 


Any cant can be totally controlled. The shooter e e 
can see both the level and the crosshair on the An Explanation of Canting 
target with the sighting eye without moving from 


the aiming position. Assuming that the pull of gravity will cause a bullet 
Point of bore A to drop in a vertical plane 13 inches at 100 yards: 


O= Point of aim. 

A= Point at which bore is directed. 

OA = Drop of bullet. 

AD = As the rifle is rotated to the right 

What ScopLevel looks like about O as a center and through 
Point of aim © an angle of 90 degrees, a protection 


of the axis of the bore will follow 
the arc. 


from aiming position with the sighting eye. 


L-” 

Impact as As the pull of gravity is a constant, 

Result of and as the bullet will drop straight 

Canting downward 13 inches from any given 
point on the arc described by ihe 
projected line of the bore, a series 
of shots fired as the arm is rotated 
will print along this arc. 


Scoplevel in folded position 
when not in use. 


For Information 


1-800-200.7267 ieee SC@PLEVEL 


Patent #5406733 
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BR-50 


Technology Goes To The. 


BY DENNIS FLAHARTY 


The Quest for the Ultimate Rifle 

In Part I of “BR-50 Technology Goes 
to the World Cup” (July 1998 PS) we 
began our quest to design and build a 
world-class rifle. Bill Meek, USA’s prone 
smallbore shooter in the past two 
Olympics, had agreed to be the testbed. 
We began by interviewing the top BR-50 
gunsmiths and competitors in keeping 
with our project theme of borrowing all 
good things that make BR-50 rifles work. 
We then moved on to attempting to apply 
them to smallbore position shooting. As 
you might expect, we went into informa- 
tion overload after just a few interviews. 
After several more interviews, recurring 
data and suggestions began to occur. Our 
course of action was also constrained by 
our budget. What we wanted to do wasn’t 
always what we could afford to do. 

Keeping all of this in mind, we began 
to examine each element of the World 
Cup rifle we were about to build. 
Dividing the rifle into basic elements 
such as barrel, action, and stock wasn’t 
enough. We had to get into type and 
contour of the barrel, not to mention 
inside barrel dimensions and twist rates. 
Then we moved on to the next element. 
The following is my attempt to capture 
what we learned and what course we 
chose with the options presented. 


Barrels 

Choosing a barrel contour was just as 
difficult as choosing a barrel manufac- 
turer. Billy Meek has shot a specific 
contour for a long time and he’s partial to 
this contour because it works! It has its 
origins from a design by George 
Stidworthy that came into use over 25 


years ago. George designed this barrel to 
reduce weight and to allow for overall 
rifle balance. The design will look 
curiously different to those of you not 
acquainted with the various smallbore 
barrels in competition today. The design 
not only felt good but shot great, and 
many people believe it compensated the 
vertical stringing of the ammo. 

George found that by adding 3 to 4 
ounces to the end of a 28" barrel the 
grouping was improved. He began by 
contouring the barrels with a larger 3" 
section at the muzzle. Many records still 
stand today with this design. Mary 
Stidworthy, his daughter, shot a 400-40X 
plus 195 additional X’s with a scope at 50 
yards and Tom Whitaker shot a 400-40X 
plus 65 additional X’s with iron sights at 
50 yards. If you don’t use a tuner this is 
most likely one of the best contours 
possible for a smallbore position rifle. 

The large diameter at the muzzle does 
most likely act as a fixed tuner. The 
reduced diameter of .900 is subject to 
different barrel vibration than the 
chamber end at a 1.10" diameter. The 
1.10 diameter x 3 inches at the muzzle 
end acts as a fixed tuner driving the 


Stidworthy’s Rimfire Barrel Design 
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Bill Calfee holding an IHMSA 
Rimfire Unlimited Silhouette Pistol 


vibration to a null at the muzzle. 
However, it is fixed and therefore requires 
atrial and error approach to ammo testing 
to get the best out of the rifle. 

As I did in Part I of this article, I refer 
the reader to the December 1994 issue of 
Precision Shooting for an excellent article 
on barrel tuning. To capitalize on BR tech- 
nology we wanted an easily adjustable 
tuner. The design of the modified tuner 
began with Bill Calfee’s original design 
first discussed in the aforementioned 
Precision Shooting article. We stayed with 
the same basic design while lengthening it 
several inches and modifying the front end 
of the tuner to accept a readily available 
Medesha sight extension tube. 

This design had its drawbacks, 
however. First, it was not easily 
adjustable. Not only did you have to 
loosen the barrel clamp screws to move it 
forward or rearward, you had the added 
complexity of realigning the front sight 
each time an adjustment was made (this 


Continued on next page 
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BR-50 Technology 


Continued 


obviously is not a problem on a bench rest 
rifle). The front sight must be perfectly 
aligned with the rear sight in order to 
maintain an elevation and windage zero 
that do not change when either is 
adjusted. A second disadvantage of this 
design is that it had a variable chamber 
between the barrel and sight tube built 
into it. Bill Calfee pointed this out when I 
solicited his review and comments. As the 
tuner is moved forward or rearward the 
chamber would get bigger or smaller. One 
more unknown variable at this stage of 
the game wasn’t necessary. 

From all this, the modified Medesha 
sight extension and tuner was born. 
Medesha Firearms, Ltd. can be contacted 
at PO Box 367, Apache Jct., Arizona 
85217, (602) 986-5876. Using the same 
concept and utilizing the same type 
Medesha sight tube this design moved a 
portion (30%) of the weight of the tuner 
onto the sight tube. Scott made the tuner 
easily adjustable by having the movable 
end rotate about the tube at 20 threads per 
inch. An inch of the Medesha tube was 
threaded and the adjustable piece was 
made to match. Additionally, 2 o-rings 
were added to allow the tuner to be 
rotated but still stay put after the correct 
position was found. 

The Medesha sight tube comes in 
various lengths. We ordered a 12-inch 
tube for my rifle and an 18-inch tube for 
Billy’s. Both rifle barrels are 20 inches, 
making the effective barrel length 32" and 
38" respectively. Both the barrel clamp 
and the variable tuner are made from 
stainless steel. The objective was to 
match the weight and balance of this rela- 
tively short barrel (20") rifle to Billy’s 
other rifles with comparatively longer 
barrels (28"). Research had proven that 
barrel length was considered optimal at 
19 to 21 inches. This gave the advantage 
of shortest possible barrel time and was in 
line with winning BR rifle designs. 

The added advantage of using the 
Medesha tube is that it has an alignment 
pin that allows the tube to be removed and 
replaced while maintaining “zeroes”. 
This is an absolute necessity for anyone 
who travels and must break their rifle 
down to fit into an airline approved case. 
After all, who has a case that accommo- 
dates a rifle with a 38-inch barrel? 
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Another advantage to using Scott’s tuner is that many people already have Scott’s sight 
extension system on their rifle. By replacing the standard tube with a tuner tube which fits 
the existing barrel clamp the change-over is effortless. Scott Medesha’s barrel tuner will 
be available soon. This is a prototype unit that we agreed to test as a part of this project. 


| Medesha « 
Sight 


ees 
|-~<—————- 3.00" ————>||~a—- 1.5" —p| 


NEW 


BULLET SLIDE™ 


BULLET SLIDE™ is a simple-to-use, ready-to-go, 60% laboratory grade 
Molybdenum Disulfide (“Moly”) bullet/barrel lubricant paste specifically 
designed to assist the shooter, hunter and reloader to moly coat centerfire or 
rimfire ammunition which has already been loaded. The loaded round is 
inserted into the BULLET SLIDE™ applicator which moly coats the bullet. This 
allows the user to obtain the benefits of moly coated bullets with factory or 
handloaded ammunition up to .32 Caliber (8mm). Only the highest quality 
materials are used in this competition-proven, match-winning product. 


Ww 


BULLET SLIDE™ will enhance bullet performance, reduce metal and bore 
fouling, minimize bullet distortion, prolong barrel life but will not cure other 
firearms related problems such as rough 

bores, bedding, etc. 


BULLET SLIDE™ kits contain approxi- 
mately 1.2 ounces BULLET SLIDE™ Paste | 
with Applicator, a fully machined, anodized P 
aluminum Stability Base (for one-hand 
operation) and Instructions. Suggested retail 
kit price is $34.75 (Part # BS-60) and $19.55 
(Part # BS-30) for replacement jars. 


BULLET SLIDE™ kits are available from: 


NECO, 536 Stone Road, Unit C, Benicia, CA 94510 
Telephone: 707-747-0897 Fax: 707-747-0898 


Cabela’s, 812 - 13th Avenue, Sidney, Nebraska 69160 
Telephone: 800-237-4444 Fax: 800-496-6329 


Russ Haydon’s Shooters’ Supply, 15018 Goodrich Dr., Gig Harbor, WA 98329 
Telephone: 253-857-7557 Fax: 254-857-7884 


O.K. Weber, Post Office Box 7485, Eugene, Oregon 97401 
Telephone: 541-747-0458 Fax: 541-747-5927 


Sinclair International, 2330 Wayne Haven St., Ft. Wayne, Indiana 48803 
Telephone: 219-493-1858 Fax: 219-493-2530 
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Choosing a barrel diameter (for most rifles) is a compromise between how much 
shoulder area you want in contact with the action and how much weight is required to 
balance the rifle. Also keep in mind that in theory the smallest diameter barrel that the 
action can accommodate will require the least weight for the tuner. However, a too light 
combination may not provide enough weight to balance the rifle overall for position 
shooters. In retrospect we could have gone smaller in diameter on both of the barrels. 
Using stainless for both the clamp and the variable weight added more than enough 
weight to both rifles to allow them to closely match the rifle’s previous weight and 
balance point of 12.2 lbs. and 20.5 inches in front of the butt plate. 

The recommendations from the BR gunsmiths and competitors lead us to consider 
several of the custom rifle barrel manufacturers. Looking at the different bore-groove 
combinations offered illustrates that these manufacturers are creating products that meet 
a wide variety of needs. The table below lists just five of the match rifle barrel manu- 
facturers offering custom products 


Manufacturer Type Groove Bore Twist 
Hart STD .2220 .2170 1-16" 
Krieger Tight .2220 .2150 1-16" 
STD .2220 .2170 1-16" 
Lilja Tight .2200 .2150 1-16" & 1-17" 
STD .2220 .2170 1-16" & 1-17" 
Schneider STD .2220 2175 1-16" 
Shilen Std .2220 .2170 1-17", 1, 1-16.5" 
1-16", & 1014" 


We chose Lilja Precision Rifle Barrels, Inc. in the tight .220x.215 bore x groove 
configuration. Lilja (a PS advertiser) is located at PO Box 372, 245 Compass Creek 
Road, Plains, Montana 59859, (406) 826-3004. Also, they have a very informative Web 
site at www.riflebarrels.com. We chose the 1-17" twist design. My biggest concern for 
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PANTHER™ SUPER BULL 
TWENTY-FOUR 


“DCM” PANTHER™ 


COMPLETE®SLINE OF AR RIFLES, 
PARTS, KITS AND ACCESSORIES 


LEATHERWOOD 
ART Il 
Sniper Scopes 
PANTHER 


LYPUMS me. alae 


13983 Industry Avenue ¢ Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-612-261-5600 ¢ FAX 1-612-261-5599 
www.dpmsinc.com ¢ e-mail: dpmsinc@aol.com 
Business Hours: M-F 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Central Time 
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TARGET RIFLES - OVER 2,000 IN STOCK 
Anschutz - BSA - Winchester - Valmet - Lion 
Vostok - Remington - Unique - CBC - Enfield 
Brno - Parker Hale - Tula - Musgrave 
Sportco - Suhl S-150- URAL $125-$1500 


Remington 540XR & XR Jr with sights & sling 
NIB $395; Used from $225. Remington 513T, 
some with Military markings. $125 to $300 


MT GUNS 702-588-9071, Fx:702-588-9052 


VAIS MUZZLE BRAKE 


MAXIMUM RECOIL REDUCTION 
QUIETEST BRAKE AVAILABLE 


(Slight sound increase over non-braked rifle) 
PROVEN BEST BY PROFESSIONALS 


Available in .17 Cal, to 50 BMG, and 
diameters from .650" to 1.50". Installed 
prices start at $160 for stainless, $150 for 
blued. Dealer pricing is also available for 
Vais installed brakes, or for brakes only (to 
be installed by other qualified gunsmiths). 


CUSTOM RIFLES AND REBARRELING 
for serious long range varmint shooters and 
hunters are a specialty. 


VAIS ARMS 


3005 N. Highway 89 
PRESCOTT, AZ 86301 


(520) 443-1002 


The NEW 
BALD EAGLE ¥ 


Rimfire 
Cartridge 
Gage 


“The Gage 85 

That Works!” 

This is a gage to measure i} 
consistency of rim thickness || 

on .22 rimfire ammunition (a 

.22 rimfire rifle’s headspace 

is determined by case rim 

thickness). The more consis- 

tent the rim thickness, the more 
consistent the ignition of the 

primer and the powder charge 

in the case. In other words, the firing pin 
will fall the same distance every time if 
the same rim thickness is used on every 
case being fired for a particular group. 
By sorting the shells into various groups 
by rim thickness, a reduction in group 
size of up to 25% can be realized in 
some IF NOT MOST rimfire rifles. This 
information about group reduction 
comes from the .22 rimfire benchrest 
participants who compete in the 
extremely difficult BR-50 matches. All of 
the top shooters sort their shells into 
groups by checking rims and weighing 
the unfired cartridges. 


BALD EAGLE 
Precision Machine Company 

101-A Allison St. 

Lock Haven, PA 17745 

TEL (717) 748-6772 

FAX (717) 748-4443 

Bill Gebhardt, Owner 
(NRA Patron Member - IBS Life Member) / 
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the 1-17" twist was accuracy at 100 yards. 
This is obviously not a problem for Bill at 
50 meters but I’m thinking about myself 
here. My highpower experience tells me 
that the slowest twist that stabilizes a 
bullet will produce the best accuracy. But 
too slow a twist leads to loss of accuracy 
and will show up first at the longest 
distance fired. I’ve seen many a keyholed 
bullet at 1000 yards because the rifle 
didn’t have a fast enough twist to stabilize 
the bullet. I've also been told that 
highpower supersonic laws don’t apply to 
lead bullets at subsonic velocities. My 
concerns quickly disappeared during the 
interviews with the BR _ national 
champions. Many 100-yard records have 
been shot and continue to be shot using 
Lilja 1-17" twist match barrels and that 
was good enough for me. 


Actions 

Admittedly, this is the one area we 
could afford to do what we wanted to do. 
There are a lot of customized/modified 
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standard actions (Remington, Winchester, 
Anschutz) winning matches. However, 
there are only a few truly custom actions. 
Two custom benchrest actions currently 
doing a lot of winning are the Turbo Mark 
I and the Time Precision. 

The Turbo MK I is from Turbo 
Specialties & Machine, 4301 W. County 


Los Angeles Rifle and Revolver Club 


Road, Odessa, Texas 79764, (915) 362- 
0421. The Turbo MK I sells for around 
$675.00 without a trigger. It’s primarily a 
benchrest action and comes in both left 
and right port. It has an incredibly fast 
lock time of 1.8 milliseconds and has 
proven itself to be a winning rimfire 
benchrest rifle action. 


Step up to Nesika when you 
cant afford compromises. 


It's all about confidence — confidence in 
knowing you have the absolute best rifle 
action money can buy. Every Nesika 
action is manufactured using aerospace 
technology, premium materials and the 
highest level of precision possible. From 


Lugways are cut with EDM 
technology, resulting in straighter, 
more accurate tolerances. 


Smooth, precise 
motion, shot after shot, 
year-in, yeat-out. 

itor 


the solid, hardened one-piece bolt to the 
beautifully crafted receiver, your Nesika 
action is the purest definition of 
precision. Step up to Nesika. Anything 
less is a compromise. 


Starting at *900” 


Materials, workmanship 
and finishing like no other. 


Each model available 
with right-side or left-side bolt, 
right-side or left-side port 


“——~.. One-piece bolt and 


handle will not break. 


5809 NE Minder Road, #8~ 


~~ Sn eS CO te ell a) ge eee ee se ee 
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The Time Precision action is from 
Time Precision, Inc., 640 Federal Road, 
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804, (203) 
775-8343. This action is also a custom 
benchrest action that has departed from 
some standard conventions that make it 
very unique for rimfire application. 

Either one of these actions would have 
made this project. Both are listed on the 
equipment list of the winning BR-50 
competitors, but both would have 
required some minor modifications to 
meet our needs. Smallbore prone requires 
that the action enable very fast and effort- 
less reloading. Both of these actions have 
small loading ports, which most likely 
would have required them to be opened 
up. Although we didn’t explore it with 
Turbo Specialties, Time Precision said 
they could have accommodated the modi- 
fication and hinted that a new/modified 
design that would meet our fast-loading 
specification may be coming to a BR 
range near you soon. 

The actions we went with were the 
ones we started with: Winchester 52E for 
myself and an Anschutz 54 (1911 base) 
for Bill Meek. Bill’s Anschutz had 
already been modified by Karl Kenyon, a 
very well-respected and renowned 
gunsmith. The action had been trued and 
internally threaded to accept a new barrel 
in a more traditional method instead of 
the press and pin method used by 
Anschutz. 

The Anschutz 54 is a time-proven 
action. It is very fast to reload and the 
standard Anschutz trigger is probably one 
of the finest factory triggers available. 
This action will work great. It’s won more 
World titles than any other. 

Upon reflection, I believe it is a shame 
that should this project turn out a World 
Cup winning rifle, using the best tech- 
nology from benchrest-proven compo- 
nents, it will not have an American action 
in the heart of the rifle. 


LAR&R 

The Los Angeles Rifle and Revolver 
Club is one of the best-kept secrets in the 
L.A. area (not anymore). The club dates 
back to 1906 and has been at its present 
location since 1938. It’s located in a park- 
like setting in the Whittier Narrows 
Recreational Center in the city of South 
El Monte. Located just north of the 60 
Freeway off of Rosemead Boulevard, the 
club specializes in smallbore only. It 


currently is open every weekend with 
prone matches scheduled each Sunday. 
The club hosts the California Smallbore 
Prone Championships as well as Regional 
Prone and Three Position matches. The 
club is open to anyone who wishes to 
compete and charges a minimal fee for 
doing so. LAR&R hopes to attract a 
benchrest chapter. There is sufficient 


New Type S - Full Bushing Die 
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room to add 30 or more benches to the 
range. What a great place to shoot that 
would be! All smallbore (rimfire and air 
rifle) all the time! 

One of the benefits of the range is that 
it offers a quiet place to practice and test. 
We set up Billy’s test target in the three 
position section of the range to gain as 
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Neck Control! 


Control the 
Diameter of the 


Case Neck While 


Full Length 
Resizing. 


The new Type S - Full Length 
Resizing/Bushing Die accomplishes 
this task with the precision you 
would expect from Redding. These 
dies use the same interchangeable 
bushings as those used in our com- 
petition style neck sizing dies. The 
adjustable decapping rod allows 
you to adjust the bushing position, 
sizing only part of the neck length 
when desired. 


EDDING J Ssteanns 


1089 Starr Road, Cortland, NY 13045 * (607) 753-3331 * FAX (607) 756-8445 


Visit our web site: www.redding-reloading.com 


PRECISION SHOOTING SUBSCRIPTION 


(__) Precision Shooting, one year — $32.00. 
(__) Precision Shooting, two years — $60.00. 
(__) Precision Shooting outside U.S. — $44.00. 


Foreign Air Mail: ( ) Europe — $94.00 

(_) Asia, Africa — $103.00 
(__ ) Pacific Rim — $109.00 
(__ ) Canada — $64.00 

(_ ) Mexico — $67.00 


SUBSCRIPTION CHECKS NOT DRAWN ON AN AMERICAN BANK WILL BE RETURNED 


( ) New 


a= 
VISA 
2s as 


MAIL PRECISION SHOOTING MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION TO: 
PRECISION SHOOTING, 222 McKee Street, Manchester, CT 06040 


(__ ) Renewal 


Make checks payable to Precision Shooting. 
Phone subscriptions to (860) 645-8776 (CT); Fax (860) 643-8215 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


VISA/MASTERCARD # 


VISA MASTERCARD 


EXPIRATION DATE 


ELEY DOMINATED THE 
1996 OLYMPICS 
WITH THE MOST MEDALS WON. 


THE OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF 


Wholesale Sporting Goods 


7525 STATE ROUTE 154, BALDWIN, IL 62217 


www.gzanders.com 


Toll Free: 1-800-851-4373 ¢ Phone: 1-618-785-2235 
Sales Fax: 1-618-785-2320 ¢ Purchasing Fax: 1-618-785-2750 


CONTACT ZANDERS FOR YOUR CLOSEST ELEY DEALER 
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much protection from the wind as 
possible. More on this later. 

To visit the club no appointment is 
necessary. Just come to the Whittier 
Narrows Recreation Center on any Sunday 
from 8:00 a.m. until Noon and one of the 
club members will give you a tour. 

You may also call the club president, 
Mel Flint, at (760) 365-6258 to discuss 
the range and the current shooting 
program, or write to: Los Angeles Rifle 
and Revolver Club, PO Box 881, 
Whittier, CA 90608. The club member- 
ship is open at this time and an annual 
membership is less than $100. 


Metal Work and Gunsmithing 

In searching for an experienced 
benchrest gunsmith you need go no further 
than the BR-50 International Newsletter or 
the back of each issue of Precision 
Shooting Magazine. Listed there you will 
find the top shooters, their equipment, 
their ammo, and their gunsmith. 

In my search for a good gunsmith, I 
was referred to Bill Calfee of Bill Calfee 
Rifle Machine, Inc., 546 West Main 
Street, Borden, Indiana 47106 (812) 967- 
2413. Bill and I discussed this project and 
I was won over by his willingness to take 
on the challenge. Bill had shot 3 position 
smallbore years ago and appreciated the 
demands of the sport. He is also one of 
the recurring names you will find in the 
gunsmith column listed in the BR-50 
International Newsletter. 

The Lilja barrels we ordered arrived at 
Bill Calfee Rifle Machine, Inc. in 
February, 1998. Bill inspected both 
barrels and after carefully slugging them 
he chose the best 20 inches out of the 28- 
inch blank. Bill sent me a note that both 
of these Lilja blanks were excellent, just 
as he expected. He finished my barrel to 
0.976" O.D. and Bill Meek’s barrel to 
0.982" O.D. Billy Meek’s barrel came in 
slightly tighter than mine, measuring 
0.2148" vs. 0.2150". 

Calfee set up the headspace at 0.0439" 
for my Winchester 52E and 0.0437" for 
Bill Meek’s Anschutz. Calfee used a 
match reamer with a | degree, 45 minute 
lead. This reamer uses special pilots to 
match the bore and because Bill Meek’s 
barrel is 0.0002" tighter, a special pilot 
was ground. 


When Mr. Calfee finished barreling 
my rifle he put it into machine rest and 
took it to the range. Below are the test 
groups from the rifle... most remarkable 
for a rifle that has never had a bullet go 
down the bore! 


Stocks & Bedding 

With Bill Calfee doing the metal work 
and gunsmithing, we now needed a 
complementary gunsmith to do the stock 
work and bedding. While researching the 
various bedding processes, several of the 


S.G.&Y. Precision Rifles, Speedy Gonzales 


BR National Champions recommended 
that I contact Speedy Gonzales of 
S.G.&Y. Precision Rifles, Area 51, NW 
Regional Airport, Route 10, Box 870, 
Roanoke, Texas 76262, (817) 430-0597. I 
explained the project to Speedy and 
discussed the various bedding materials 
and processes being used today. Speedy’s 
recommendation was to bed the Anschutz 
using his proprietary action bedding 
block. This aluminum bedding block fits 


Continued on next page 


Custom Products 


(@ Kinneman’s 


When You’re Serious 
About Shooting! 


Quality In-Stock Items Ready for Immediate Shipment 
Complete Line of Loading Equipment & Accessories 


Custom Actions, Barrels, Triggers, Stocks, & Scopes 
Shooting Pedestals & Tops, Bags, & Chronographs 
Factory & Custom Bullets, Powders, Brass, & Primers 
Powder Measures, Bore Scopes, Cleaning Products 
New & Used Benchrest Rifles — Bought, Sold, & Traded 


e Call for the Complete 1998 Catalog 


145 Pawnee Circle ¢ Green River, WY 82935 


Visit our new web site: www.kinneman.com 
e-mail Dat at dkinnema @wyoming.com 


Ph ~ (307) 875-7472 ¢ FAX ~ (307) 875-9185 
‘Accuracy Is What We Sell” 
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the action perfectly for a precise metal to 
metal fit. He currently sells these for 
some standard actions, including the 
Anschutz 2007. He does not sell ready- 
made action bedding blocks for the 
Anschutz 54/1900 serial action, however. 
It seems that there are too many variations 
and dimensional differences between 
them. What he recommended was to have 
one custom fitted. 

Before we got too far into the project, 
he paused and asked us who did the 
action work? I told him Bill Calfee and 
Speedy said, “If Bill did the barrel work, 
I would be pleased to do the stock work”. 

Getting back to the action bedding 
block, several accuracy principals came 
together in its design. The block totally 
isolates the barreled action from the 
stock. Stock stress generated from being 
in a tight sling or atmospheric changes 
affecting the wood do not transfer to the 
barreled action. Action to block interfaces 
are machined to exacting tolerances for a 
perfect fit. The aluminum provides a 
consistent interface with repeatable 
resonance. In other words, the barreled 
action should vibrate at the same 
frequency shot after shot so zeros should 
remain constant as well as enhancing shot 
to shot accuracy. 

S.G.&Y. has a new location. Please 
note the address change. The new shop 
has a lot more space to accommodate 
their growing business. Speedy took on 
this job while in the middle of planning 
his move, and for that Bill and I thank 
him. He understood how important it is 
to have our Olympic representatives 
using the very best equipment. His 
finished work was excellent. The 
barreled action fit the stock flawlessly. 
The final stage of building a world class 
rifle was now complete. 


The Acid Test 

Well, here we are. Yes, the rifles look 
great and in theory they can perform at 
World Class levels. To confirm this, we 
designed a contained test program, the 
objective of which was to test the rifle — 
not 20+ lots of various rimfire ammo. In 
theory, Bill Meek’s new rifle should shoot 
any good lot of match ammo. Bill had 
been in discussions with the Federal 
representative, and through his contacts at 


A brand new book from the publishers of G. David 
Tubb’s Highpower Rifle 


(The Complete AR15 High Performance Guide ) 


$29.95 


¢ the RIFLE 

e the AMMUNITION 
e the GEAR 

¢ the SHOOTER 


Special chapters feature 7- 
time National Champion, G. 
David Tubb; USAMU head D.I. 
Boyd and Service Rifle ace 
Sgt. Lewis Tippie; gunsmith 
Derrick Martin; plus the in- 
put of a dozen other industry 
leaders! 


+ $6.00 S/H 


CREDIT CARDS CALL BOOKMASTERS 


This is the real deal! Current, 
complete, correct. Almost 
300 pages, over 300 photos. 
It’s all here! No Stoner was 
left unturned... 


The latest (and best) on accuracy 
modifications, ammunition, triggers, 
barrels, stocks, sights, and you name 
it! “Space Guns” and Service Rifles - 
complete details, plus AR10s! 


sau caters vo _17800-BOOK LOG ) 


Zediker Publishing 
P.0. Box 1497 
Oxford MS 38655 


information only call (601) 473-4637 7, 


www.watervalley.net/users Featues 


ROBERT W. HART & SON, INC. 


A distributor of gun related accessories and a full-line gunsmithing shop. 
MANUFACTURER OF: 


Hart Accuracy Asset | 

Hart Tapered Scope Blocks 
Hart Neck Turning Tool 

1000 Yard Competition Rifles 
Long Range Hunting Rifles 


DISTRIBUTOR OF: 


Leupold Scopes 

Redding Reloading Equipment 
Nosler Bullets 

Dewey Cleaning Equipment 
Federal Primers 

Hart Rifle & Pistol Brushes 
Remington Primers 


OH, MS ADD STATE SALES TAX 


Hart Front Pedestals 

Hart Alum. 1 Piece Scope Rings 
Hart 2 oz. Trigger 

Hart Custom Action 

Competitive Benchrest Rifles 


Hart Bushing Bearing 
Hart Muzzle Brake 
Hart Arbor Press 
Accurate Hunting Rifles 
Hart Case Prep Tools 


McMillan Stocks 

Hart Rifle Barrels 

Remington Parts 

Bore Tech Cleaning Equipment 
Wilson Dies and Bushings 
Cricket Youth 22 Rifle 

Accurate Powder 


VihtaVouri Powder 
Remington Rifles 
Sierra bullets 
MTM Products 
Hodgdon Powder 
Shooters Choice 
Stoney Point Equipment 


NOVEMBER SPECIAL 


"NEW" COMPETITIVE #2 HART REST and STOP 
COMBINATION PRICE $188.00 (REGULAR SEPERATE PRICES $203.90) 


FEDERAL MATCH PRIMERS 5% off of retail (minimum order 5000) 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 
Plus Many Additional Shooting Related Accessories 


Robert W. Hart & Son will gladly ship your powder and primers for only one hazardous 
fee of $12.00! This is a tremendous bargain when you consider that this would normally 
cost you $24.00. 


Send $2.00 for our shooters supply catalog 


R.W. Hart & Son, Inc. 


401 Montgomery Street, Nescopeck, PA 18635 
Order line: 1-800-368-3656, Phone: (717) 752-3655 
Fax: (717) 752-1088 
E-Mail: rwhart @ earth.sunlink.net 


SRS 
Te 


UPS C.O.D. 
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the Olympic Training Center and the 
Army Marksmanship Training Unit 
(AMTU), he had obtained samples from 
several “know good” lots of Federal Ultra 
Match B. Other samples of Lapua, Midas, 
RWS, and Eley were also on hand. 

Our test configuration was prone, rifle 
in the shoulder with sling, and with iron 
(metallic) sights. Putting this rifle on a 
bench with a 36X would not prove a 
thing. Some may question this decision. 
What if Billy wasn’t on that day? If the 
rifle had a future on the World Cup circuit 
then it had to perform just as we were 


Who was it that said “Isn’t it great 
when a plan comes together”? By the 
sixth group a noticeable difference in 
group size appeared on the target. Several 
trials later produced another tight group. 
Bill stopped adjusting and went back to 
the setting that produced the first really 
good group and shot three 5-shot groups 
and turned the tuner to the second setting 
that produced a really good group and 
shot three 5-shot groups. Take your pick, 
they’re both World Class! 

What this goes to prove is what the 
benchrest people have been telling us for 
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years: Tuners work, good barrels are worth 
their weight in gold, and none of it matters 
if you don’t have a quality gunsmith. 

We tested a lot, no pun intended, of 
ammo over the next couple of weeks. 
Most shot great, some shot fantastic. 
Rifles do have preferences for certain 
ammo manufacturers and Bill’s was no 
exception. There is no reason to print the 
test targets, way too boring! The various 
ammo lots that Billy shot were about a 
year old and aren’t available anymore. 


Continued on next page 


about to test it. 

Bill set up on the 3-P line at LAR&R. 
This spot provides quite a bit of protec- 
tion from the wind. We were going to 
need it. The wind was switching from 3 
o’clock to 9 o’clock and blowing at 5 
mph with gusts to 15 mph. Although this 
part of the range is relatively protected, 
it’s not that protected! We decided to try it 
anyway. The very first group was 
awesome—five shots into a very small 
hole. The next 6 to 8 groups were 
horrible. A few, and only a few, of the 
next set passed our criteria. It was just too 
windy! 

The following session was again at 
LAR&R. We started early and there was 
no wind at all. Bill adjusted the movable 
portion of the barrel tuner to the rear-most 
position. Bill shot 5-shot groups giving 
the tuner a 90° twist out for each group. 
At 20 TPI each 90° twist equated to 
0.0125 of an inch of linear movement. 
Smaller adjustments were made as the 
groups tightened up. 


BUD WELSH 


Our primary focus is on benchrest, 
single shot, and live varmint rifles 
built to benchrest standards. 


¢ 95 years a riflesmith. 

e 35 years a tool & die maker. 

¢ Friend, contemporary and 
student of Seely Masker. 


We also build complete Rail Guns, 
in the Bill Hall Style as well as 
switch barrel rifles (LV to HV, HV 
to Heavy Bench (18 #plus). 


80 New Rd, East Amherst, NY 14051 
(716) 688-6344 (before 2:00 pm) 


IF YOU WANT THE REAL 


TRUTH ABOUT CHRONOGRAPHS, 


LISTEN TO THE MAN 
WHO OWNS ONE. 


The Model 33 was good, but the 35P is 
outstanding . . . the 35P simply blows 
away anything else on the market... 
John 0. Stewart, Colorado 


“I've used most of the popular chrono- 
graphs on the market, and I really 477 
appreciate Oehler’s new Model 35P.” 
Rick Jamison in Shooting Times 


“,.. the 35P has set the standards 
that all other chronographs will be 
judged against in the 1990's.” 
Bill Bartram in The Silhouette 


Every time someone asks me about my 
chronograph, I’m sure to tell them where | 
got it and how | was treated. Thanks for 
everything! Peter M. Spinner, Connecticut 


Thank you! It’s refreshing to deal with a 
company with integrity and faith in your 
customers! Vern Grow, Utah 


Complete system with Proof Channel and 
three large skyscreens for $225. Printer extra. 
Ballistic Explorer program for your PC. 
Call toll free or write for information. 


Oehler Mode! 35P 
Simply The Best You Can Buy. 


EHIL EF 


Research, Inc. 


P.O. Box 9135 Austin, TX 78766 
Phone 800-531-5125 or 512-327-6900 
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The fact that his rifle shot various manu- 
facturer’s ammo and different lots very 
well is most revealing. His rifle showed a 
definite preference for Federal & Lapua. 
The tuner had a unique or preferred 
setting for each brand but within a general 
range of about + 1/2 turn. The groups 
produced with RWS and Eley were not as 
good but were considered excellent by 
several of the smallbore competitors 
watching the testing. It does depend on 
what your goal is. Admittedly, we did not 
test the last two brands to the same degree 
as we did the Federal and Lapua. 

This project will only be truly 
complete if this rifle born from the labor 
of Bill Calfee, Speedy Gonzales, and Dan 
Lilja contributes to a United States 
victory in the 1999 World Cup Series. 
From there it’s only a short time before 
the 2000 Olympics! 

A special thanks to all of the benchrest 
community who offered their suggestions 
and opinions for this project. Your 
advancements in this sport have and 
continue to benefit us all. 


Good Shooting, 


Dennis R. Flaharty 


CLAY SPENCER 


Benchrest Rifles 
1,000-yard Rifles 
Silhouette Pistols 
Live Varmint Rifles 
High Grade Hunting Rifles 
Benchrest Handguns 


SPENCER'S 
CUSTOM GUNS 


Precision Stainless Rifle Barrels 


4107 Jacobs Creek Drive 
Scottsville, VA 24590 
(804) 293-6836 Shop Phone 
(804) 293-6836 Shop Fax 


ese) (A =.) 
Bie e-) 
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CHANDLER 


M40A1/A2 
M700 Remington 


Maximizep Recor. Luc 


$25.00 plus UPS 
MC & Visa Accepted 


IRON BRIGADE ARMORY 
100 Radcliffe Circle 
Jacksonville, NC 28546 
Ph: (910) 455-3834 
Fax: (910) 346-1134 


Performance products by BADGER ORDNANCE 


Introducing 
Meacham Highwall Classic Benchrest Rifles 
Sub-M.0.A. Accuracy with Classic Style and One-at-a-time Hand Fitted Craftmanship. 


Prices start at $2592. 

Any rimmed cartridge from 22 Hornet to Norma 6mm BR Rimmed. 
Information, catalog, and operating manual call Meacham Tool and Hardware Inc. 
(208) 486-7171 or smeacham @clearwater.net. 


GEORGIA PRECISION 
SHOOTERS SUPPLY 


NECO Authorized bullet Molycoating Service and Products 
NOW STOCKING! MOLY-COATED & READY TO SHIP BULLETS 
Berger e 


Nosler e Sierra e Barnes 


330 FERN DRIVE, FORSYTH, GA 31029 
PHONE/FAX (912) 994-4560 


-J ENTERPRISES, INC. 


Firearms Performance Products 


Check out our web site for the most 
exotic components and rifles available. 


www.jpar15.com 


PO Box 26324 
Shoreville, MN 55126 


PH: 612-486-9064 
Fax: 612-482-0970 
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(Editor: An article that, upon its arrival 
here, struck us as the wisdom of experi- 
ence, and the timeless value of being 
able to observe and rationalize. Don’t 
tell me that you can’t figure out its 
place in these pages, because I'll have 
to reach the conclusion that, alas, it 
was all over your head. The subject of 
attempting to reload so as to squeeze 
the very last iota of accuracy out of a 
batch of ammo will always be a popular 
topic here.) 


Recently, I saw an ad in Precision 
Shooting about the sale of several 
discounted books. Naturally, I perused 
the group and realized that I didn’t own, 
Yours Truly, Harvey Donaldson, and at 
$5 it seemed I couldn’t pass it up. I 
called the next day to P. S. and a young 
woman gladly took my telephone order. 
While engaged in conversation, I 
commented about all the great articles 
that sadly seem to get fewer and fewer 
in PS as time passes and many of the old 
experts “Leave the Range”. She 
commented that “Dave” does have a 
hard time getting good stuff and if I 
really wanted more, why didn’t I write 
something and send it in? I laughed, but 
inside I knew she was right. After more 
than 40 years of shooting experience of 
all kinds, I must know a few items of 
interest to others out there. Dave seems 
most tolerant of amateur writers and so 
with new courage, I decided to procras- 
tinate with renewed conviction. The 
question was “to write or not to write”. 

Soon my _ book arrived. The 


BY KERMIT W. FOX, JR. 


thoughtful young lady had sent it 
expedited shipping. She must have 
known what I as yet did not — that in it 
lay the seeds of at least one short story. 
I eagerly opened it and began to read, 
stealing a few minutes here and there 
over several days as each short article 
stirred my thoughts or confirmed truths 
I already knew and believed. 

A couple of nights later on Page 53, 
I was reading for the second time about 
casting Schutzen bullets, keeping them 
in order, and placing them in a wooden 
block labeled from 1 to 100. This 
seemed one of those ideas that worked, 
but no one had really ever explained 
why. Quoting Harvey, “this simple item 
might be hard to prove, but as long as it 
worked out okay, we continue to use it.” 
Suddenly a memory flashed back and 
then another. I had evidence of why this 
procedure worked. I went quickly to my 
shop to check. It was already late at 
night, but often the “great” discoveries 
of life have been made in a similar 
manner. (Does this really rate up there 
with Edison or Einstein?) Sure enough, 
tucked away neatly in a “Rum Crook” 
cigar box, lay the answer — neatly 
preserved since 1966 when it was so 
carefully and precisely packed. 

I am getting a little ahead of myself. 
Back in 1964, I was living in 
Nacogdoches, Texas, and going to 
college. There was much debate among 
friends and family alike as to whether 
my major was Biology or “Guns and 
Ammo”. Time and desire showed the 
truth to be the latter. I had been 


attending Stephen F. Austin State 
University and living in a dorm for one 
year. This is the same one-story motel- 
like dorm where we would keep 
firearms if we behaved ourselves. We 
did most of the time. I often took my 22 
High Standard Pistol and walked with it 
openly out the back to a hillside on the 
University property where stumps of 
cut-over pine trees still stood. I would 
tack up a target and shoot a box or two, 
occasionally joined by one of the 
Professors. Life was good and rules 
were practical. Finally someone 
suggested I join the local rifle club. 
They had a range about 8 miles from 
town with about 200 acres of land. I 
could shoot or walk or hunt all I wanted. 
I naturally arranged my next semester 
schedule so that I was out of class by 
12:00 noon most days. Off I would go 
after class with arms, ammo, and books. 
Study at a shooting bench in the shade, 
listening to crows in the distance, or a 
hawk’s scream, seemed perfect. Believe 
it or not, my grades actually improved. 

At this time, I moved into an 
apartment. This was the one and only 
apartment complex in Nacogdoches at 
the time. Everyone was sure it was a 
“wicked” place. Although they probably 
meant sexually, I was determined to 
prove them right with various shooting 
and hunting activities. Like the time I 
was real bored from studying anatomy 
and happened to look out the back 
window of my second-story apartment 


Continued on next page 
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Things In A Row 


Continued 


and discovered “bluejay heaven’. I 
never saw so many live bluejays in one 
place in my life as around the fountain 
area behind the turn-of-the-century 
house next door with its expansive back 
garden area. Off came my window 
screen, out came my trusted Crossman 
22 pump pellet rifle. In no time my 
anatomy studies turned practical with 
the slaughter of 17 jays in about 30 
minutes time. Youth have no respect for 
life! Fun over and challenge met, I was 
again back studying when a knock came 
at the door. Two hours had passed and 
the lady of the garden had discovered 
the melee and thought a plague had 
arrived. She notified the sheriff who 
immediately identified it as “lead 
poisoning” and with the screen off my 
back window, it was clear to him how 
the “infection” had spread. 

I opened the door. There stood the 
apartment manager (my friend) and the 
sheriff. They were very stern in scolding 


Eubey as Bullets 


“The best way to measure bullets 


is to measure their group size” 


Target shown above measures .271, and is 
a ten shot, 200 yard group fired at the 
1995 IBS Championships. 


We currently offer 65 grain and 68 grain 
6mm flat base bullets at a price of 
$13.50 per 100, plus shipping. 
Danzac coating now available. 


EUBER BULLETS 


Allie Euber 
No. Orwell Rd., Orwell, Vt. 05760 


(802) 948-2621 
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me but both held back a laugh while 
doing it. This certainly proved the 
neighbors correct in showing how 
“wicked” we were. 

The great thing about apartment 
living is how much freedom I had. I 
loaded shells off the kitchen table and 
cast bullets on the gas stove. I had been 
given $1100 for one year’s schooling by 
my parents. This was to cover the cost 
of two semesters tuition, books, room 
and board, and miscellaneous expenses. 


Several years later, my parents discov- 
ered my _ miscellaneous expenses 
included loading equipment, an iron 
lead pot, dipper, and single cavity 
U429421 Lyman Mold, all for my most 
prized possession, a S&W Model 29 
with three T’s, target hammer, target 
trigger, and target sights. It cost about 
$125 new from Glenn Slade’s Shop in 
Houston, Texas. Boy was it a beauty. It 
went perfectly with the $75 Colt Python 
I had bought used from my friend, Bud 


PaciFic PRECISION 


Chamber Reamers 
Bore Reamers 
Headspace Gauges 
Hand crafted from Carbide & M42 Steel 


Many standard and customs in stock for immediate delivery. 


1-4 week delivery on wildcats. No extra charge on wildcats! 
Don’t throw away that Brand X reamer - we will resharpen 
and install live pilots on any manufacturers reamer. 

For assistance on wildcats or special form tools, please call: 


Dave Kiff 
Pu: 541-826-5808, Fax: 541-826-5304 
Or Write: 
PaciFic PRECISION 
PO Box 2549, Wuite City, OR 97503 


100 Main-Sumner 
Ph: 541-267-4331 


"The Reamer People" 


Precision Tool Mfg, LLC 


CHAMBER REAMERS - CARBIDE OR HSS 
Solid or rotating pilot, held to strict tolerances 
BORE REAMERS - CARBIDE OR HSS 
Rods and mounting available 
HEADSPACE GAUGES 
Made only to strict JGS tolerances 
FORM TOOLING 
Wide variety available in our custom designs 


LARGE INVENTORY OF STANDARDS & WILDCATS 


JGS has been in the gun industry for over 19 years 
providing tooling that only meets our high quality standards 


Coos Bay, OR 97420 
Fax: 541-267-5996 


| 


Hrs: 7:30am to 4:00pm PST M-F 
Email:jgstools@harborside.com 
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Dietz, who lived in Lead _ Hill, 
Arkansas, whom I had met in the Army. 
He had sold me on the virtues of hand- 
loading and pistol shooting and now “T 
were one”. 

I spent many a day and night casting 
bullets at the stove with my single 
cavity mold and hand dipper. I had an 
endless supply of Lynotype metal since 
my roommate worked on the school 
paper. He delivered copy to the town 
newspaper for printing and often 
brought back one or two long bars of 
Lynotype. This seemed a fair exchange, 
although not totally approved by either 
paper. These bars weighed approxi- 
mately 25 pounds a piece and I would 
hacksaw off a hunk and melt it down to 
cast my bullets. Not knowing the finer 
points of casting didn’t stop me. No one 
ever told me not to immediately put 
back my sprues, so I often re-melted 
them as soon as they were cut. Each pot 
full made about 175 shiny perfect 250 
grain Keith-style bullets of .430 
diameter as cast since I was smart 
enough to have ordered the “U” under- 
sized mold. I cast for months and ended 
up with several thousand bullets. I 
wanted a “lifetime supply” and as it 
turned out, I still have 2,000 plus left, 
so I wasn’t far off. These bullets shot 
excellently. I was able to put six shots 
into six inches at a hundred yards with 
iron sights. 

Now all this is great stuff, but back to 
the original lesson. I had heard that heat 
would “burn off” tin but never saw any 
evidence of it. I had no Brinnel hardness 
tester either. I just neatly packed the 
unlubed, unsized bullets away in the 
order cast in neat rows in cigar boxes. I 
would someday lube them as I needed 
them — it was less messy that way. This 


BENCHREST MEASURE INSERTS 


for the following: 

LYMAN, JONES, SINCLAIR, BRUNO & HARRELL 
Improved UNIFORMITY of charges 
Better REPEATABILITY and ease of use 
Infinitely variable, scaled in .02 gr. increments 
Micrometer style, reads directly in grains 


Field adjustable to your lot of powder 
26-31 grain range for the PPC 
308 version available 
$150.” + shipping 
JERRY HENSLER 
6614 Country Field, San Antonio, TX 78240 
CALL 210-690-7491 


fortunate series of events has now given 
me the physical evidence as to why 
Harvey Donaldson found that shooting 
in the order of casting worked best. 

When the box was opened the other 
night, 33 years later, it was most inter- 
esting. The first bullets cast were just as 
bright and shiny today as they were 33 
years ago. Not one speck of tarnish or 
oxidation. But as the numbers ascended, 
it was clear to see ever more signs of 
gradual oxidation change until finally 
the last of the 175 were fairly well 
oxidized. The obvious conclusion is that 
as I kept heating the mix and adding 
back my sprues, there was plenty of 
time to burn off the tin, the same tin that 
protected the first cast from 33 years of 
oxidation. As the heat burned the tin off, 
it also softened the mixture and made it 
more oxidation prone, clearly seen now 
after 33 years of undisturbed storage. 
This meant that if there was a difference 
in the metal alloy composition, and if 
each bullet were shot in order, the 
change from bullet to bullet would be 
the least possible, yet allow all to be 
used from hard to soft. This principle of 
minimum change, shot to shot, is 
obviously what was observed by 
Donaldson and others of his time. 

In my career, I previously applied 
this same principle about 25 years ago 
to solve a different problem. I had 
purchased a 40 X Remington Rifle in 
.244, 1 in 12 twist, heavy barrel and 
wanted to get the maximum use of my 
casings while not losing any accuracy. I 
had purchased 200 factory-fresh empty 
hulls in 20 round boxes. Weighing cases 
was new to me and I went at it with my 
Redding beam balance. Immediately I 
noticed enough variation that I knew I 
would end up losing about a third of my 


JEWELL TRIGGERS 


MATCH GRADE STAINLESS TRIGGERS FOR: 
CUSTOM BENCHREST ACTIONS 
REMINGTON 700, 40X, ETC. 

MODEL 70 WINCHESTER, RUGER 10/22 
SAKO FINNFIRE P94 


PULL RANGES FROM 1.5 OZ. TO 5 LB. 


OPTIONS AVAILABLE: 
SAFETY TOP OR BOTTOM, LEFT OR RIGHT 
BOLT RELEASE LEVER, LEFT OR RIGHT 
TWO-STAGE 


3620 Highway 123 
San Marcos, TX 78666 
(512) 353-2999 


precious cases, some being too light and 
others too heavy. My frugal nature 
began to hatch a plan. I labeled the 
boxes so that each case, 1 through 200, 
would be numbered in its own box and 
in order — all 200 from lightest to 
heaviest. Then I weighed and sorted 
until all 200 were done. This guaranteed 
me that any group of shots would be 
composed of 5 to 10 cases of approxi- 
mately the same weight. My testing 
would be accurate and no cases lost. 
Ingenious. Harvey would be proud. 

So that’s my story. I hope the young 
lady at PS enjoys it. (You too, Dave). 
The moral is, “it’s how you group ‘em 
as you prepare ‘em that determines how 
you group ‘em’. 


Remembering and Enjoying Life 
The Fox in San Antonio, Texas 


® 


SMALL 
CALIBER 
NEWS 


A quarterly news journal 
dedicated to the fantastic, 14, 
17, 20, 22, 6mm and 25 caliber 


rimfire and centerfire cartridges 
in precision rifles and 
handguns. A technical and fun 
journal. Subscribe today! 
Small Caliber News 
11220 Hilltop Road SW 
Baltic, OH 43804 
330-897-0614 


“the VERN JUENKE MACHINE” 
ULTRASONIC BULLET & CASE TESTER 
(REQUIRED TEST TIME 8 SECONDS) 
USED ON BULLETS IT WILL DETECT: 

+ JACKET WALL THICKNESS VARIATIONS 
* JACKET TO CORE VOIDS 
* BULLET OUT OF ROUND 


¢ VARIATIONS IN OGIVE FORM 
* BOAT-TAIL TO BODY RUNOUT 
IT WILL DETECT WALL THICKNESS 
VARIATIONS IN CASES OR LOADED ROUNDS 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PHONE OR WRITE: 
the ACCURACY DEN 25 BITTERBRUSH RD. 
RENO, NV 89523 (702) 345-0225 
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TM Stockworks 


Specializing in: 


Pillar Bedding of Wood Stocks 
¢ Glue-Ins ® Block Bedding 
e Bluing ° Airbrushing 
e Stock Painting 
© Glass Peening 
© Nickle Plating 


CONTACT: Tom Meredith 
6355 Maplecrest Road 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46835 


(219) 485-5389 


Bull Mountain 
Rifle Co. 


Custom Rifles ¢ Custom Stocks 
Target Rifles 


> BENCHREST QUALITY < 


Building, Live Varmint, Sporter, 
and Light Magnum Rifles. 
Bedding * Custom Trigger Work 
Muzzle Breaks 


Call Mon-Fri (RMT) 
Anytime 
(406) 656-0778 


Randy Melvin, Prop. 


6327 Golden West Terrace 


Billings, MT 59106 


OPTICAL 
SERVICES CO. 


CUSTOM POWER INCREASE (+60%) FOR 
MOST TARGET SCOPES, $110. UNERTL, 
LYMAN STS, REDFIELD 3200, 6400, MK-IV 
(INCLUDES NEW RETICLE) $175. 
BENCHREST, DOTS, VARMINT RETICLES 
FOR LYMAN, LEUPOLD, UNERTL, B&L, 
WEAVER T SCOPES, $60. WEAVER 
T-SERIES REBUILD & BLUEPRINT, 
$75.PLEASE ADD $6.50 FOR SHIP- 


PING AND INSURANCE. 


BILL ACKERMAN 


5489 Santa Teresita Drive 
P.O. Box 1174 
Santa Teresa, New Mexico 88008 
(505) 589-3833 


MUSGRAVE RSA ACTIONS 


Importable, Single Shot - $500 
Ken Pisichko 
Phone: (204) 338-5388 
Before 8AM, After 8PM CDT 
kpisich@mbnet.mb.ca 


The Shooters’ Corner, Inc. 


8 New Jersey Ave. 
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849 
(973) 663-5159 


* We pay TOP DOLLAR for USED benchrest, 40X and 
varmint hunting rifles and equipment and estates. 


¢ Largest inventory of USED benchrest rifles and 
equipment in USA. 

* Large inventory of USED varmint hunting rifles 
factory & custom. 

* Trades and consignment sales accepted. 

* Send SASE (#10 size) for 10 page list of used rifles 
and equipment. 

* We also stock a wide variety of BR loading equipment, 
pedestals, and scopes. 


Kustom Paint Systems 


TOGETHER WITH 
Marksman Arms 
PILLAR BEDDING, GLUE INS 
Bench Rest Rifles in Stock! 
Stolle Panda Actions - $850.00 


Gary Alvey * 970-256- 1907 
8 A.M. — 4 P.M. wea) 
Mountain Time 


U7 SPORE 


Coe IN STOCK!!! 


DISCOUNT @olor2d@ ptics 
PRICE LIST BILL DALLEY 
FULL COLOR BOX 1° LASALLE, CO 


CATALOG 80645 
SEND $1.00 TO: 370-284-6399 


JE Gunsmithing 
John M. Eckenrode, Gunsmith 
“Gunsmithing by and for the Competitor” 


@ Service Rifle Accurizing & Repairs 
@ Precision Rebarreling 
e Pillar Bedding 
e@ Varmint & Big Game Rifles 
@ Palma and 1000 yd Rifles 
JE Gunsmithing 
302 Stafford Glen Court 
Stafford, VA 22554 
(540) 720-2715 


AIR GAGE BARRELS 


FOR CLOSEST TOLERANCE - In 
“Chrome-Moly” and Stainless Steel. All 
calibers up to 458 Winchester. Blanks or 
Finished Turned in standard or target 
tolerance chambers. 


Ask for free data on all our services. 
DISCOUNTS TO GUNSMITHS. 
Write to 


DOUGLAS BARRELS, INC. 
5504 Big Tyler Road 
Charleston, West Virginia 25313 


ARMOR SHOOTING BENCH 


THE FINEST PORTABLE 
BENCHREST AVAILABLE. 


Heavy steel legs & rugged angled 
brackets. Large 1'/," thick heavy top. 


29'W x 44’L x 33" High. Easy setup. 
3 Leg Model 55 Ibs. $139.95. 4 Leg 
Model 65 Ibs. $159.95. 3-4 Leg Combo 
Model 69 Ibs. $169.95. Plus UPS. 
ARMOR METAL PRODUCTS, P.O. 
BOX 4609, HELENA, MT 59604. 
(406)-442-5560. 


CRYOGENIC your FIREARM for EXTENDED BARREL LIFE,s 


COATING & MOLY-FUSION for YOUR BARREL. 


PACIFIC CRYO 
COATING and TEMPERING CO. 


2894 BUNSEN AVE. - UNIT L VENTURA, CA 93003-2894 
(805)-644-0773 / INTERNET: //WWW.PACIFIC-CRYO.COM/ 


A PERMANENT PROCESS THAT RELIEVES STRESS and is 
THE “HOTTEST” ACCURACY ENHANCEMENT IN THE 90’S 
GUN BARREL-$38.00 -BARREL & STRIPPED RECEIVER - $38.00 

S/H for one unit. $9.00 - WE PAY S/H ON TWO OR MORE 

BARRELS WITH 10% DISCOUNT IN THE LOWER 48 STATES 

RETURN SHIPPING UPS/ $200.00 INSURANCE PER BARREL 
CALL FOR BROCHURE - (805)-644-0773 (NORM) - (CARL) 
CALL FOR PRICE ON POLAR BEAR DuPont TEFLON-MOLY 


NEW 
FOLD & CARRY 
TARGET SYSTEM 


$5 9 95* 
Standard 
Frame 


$78 50* 


Deluxe 
Frame 


*plus S & H 


* A unique pivot & lock design allows 
folding of legs for carry and storage. 


* Targets can be loaded from top or 
sides, allowing varying sizes. 
* Rugged 1/2“ steel mig welded 
construction. 
*Literature $1.00* 


] Send Check or Money Order To: 
Lt! PRECISION MACHINING, WELDING & FABRICATION 
LTOGAWNW 
CUSTOM METAL WORKS 


P.O. BOX 442 / TAYLORSVILLE, NC 28681 
1-800/515-2353 
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BAT Machine Co., Inc. 


11570 N. Bruss Rd 
Rathdrum, ID 83858 
(208) 687-0341 


é Buy the best ” 
and cry once! 


Fine custom actions & complete rifles. 
Action sizes to suit all classes of BR, 
varmint and long range hunting. 


ALL CUSTOM 
FIREARMS, INC. 


¢ 1000 YD. BR 

¢ 6.5 Specialists 
¢ Custom 1911 

e IPSC & Carry 

¢ National Match 
* Change Barrel System 


¢ LR. Varmint Phone 520-459-3450 
© AR-10 & AR-15 Fax 520-459-0495 


American Single Shot 
Rifle Association 


it ica to enrenne g and se 
ecting old cartri et an 
buffalo rifles, the KSSRA doce rene 
ments the history of the ben- 
chrest tradition in America pub- 
lishes a bimonthly journal, and 
maintains archives of shooting 
history for use by arms re- 
searchers. Membership is $20 
per year ($26 canada, US 
unds.) Write for a sample jour- 
nal and more information. 


GLEN PEARCE & 
Mike CHUDOMEIKA 
Sierra Vista, AZ 


Gary Staup, Sec. 
709 Carolyn Drive 
Delphos, OH 45833 
(419) 692-3866 


360° REVOLVING SHOOTING TABLE 
“VARMINT HUNTER'S DELIGHT" 


Four years in development. 100% field tested. 
Revolves 360° on machined, fitted steel post 
with brass bearing. 


3/4" plywood top and built-in, fully adjustable seat. 
32'x38" dual table, left and right hand shooters. 


Total take-down, two minutes, no tools, 
all wing nuts, and snap pins. 
Primer painted. Portable. Stable. 
Available as complete unit or as kit without wood. 


Complete Unit, $195.00 plus UPS shipping 80 Ibs. 
Kit Unit $165.00 plus UPS shipping 50 Ibs. 
(Obtain shipping charge from UPS and 
include with price) 


BJ ENTERPRISES 
385 FENWAY PL., BARTLESVILLE, OK 74006 
Telephone 1-918-333-5276 
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Turbo Specialties & 
——~ Machine 
Offers 22 RF Bench Rest Actions: 
e Right Bolt ¢ Right or Left Port 
e Precision Rifle Barrels 


CALL 915-362-0421 
Visa/Master Card accepted 
Turbo Specialties & Machine 
4301 W. Co. Rd., Odessa, TX 79764 


KELBLY’S INC. 


Manufacturers of Stolle Custom Rifle 
Actions and Kelbly Scope Rings & Bases. 


Complete Rifles starting at $2200.00. Call 
for details. 


We carry a complete line of the strongest 
and finest fiberglass stocks available made 
by Six Enterprises. Also, stocking Jewell 
Triggers & Hart Rifle Barrels for Benchrest. 


Vihtavuori powders starting at $13.00 a Ib 
and Dealership programs available. 


Send for current price list of all our prod- 
ucts and services. 


7222 Dalton Fox Lake Rd 
North Lawrence, Ohio 44666 
(330) 683-4674 Fax (330) 682-7349 


Custom Cut-Rifled Barrels 


Match Quality Calibers 22 - .505 
Stress Relieved ¢ Barrels are Choked 
« Hand Lapped ¢ Over 300 Chamber 
¢ Chrome Moly Steel  Reamers on Hand 
@ Stainless Steel Voice or Fax: 

: 520-378-6207 
@ Custom Twists 


@ E-Mail: 
Custom Contours morprec @c2i2.com 
Tolerances within 6719 Calle Mango 
0001 Hereford, AZ 85615 


Morrison Precision L.L.C. 


IMPERIAL SIZING DIE WAX 
THE FINEST RESIZING LUBE ! 
Imperial Sizing Die Wax ‘i lo lI, 
7, ii 


Imperial Dry Neck Lube sipeie 
1 oz. 


ur dealer or distributor 
EE WAY'S YSTEMS 


Formerly Reh Spee 


Please add $2.00 shpg. 1st item, .50 ea. addn'l 
OH add 6% sales tax # VISA/MC/DISC/AX 
ezway@infinet.com 
Box 4310 - Newark, OH 43058-4310 - Phone 740-345-6645 


J.L.K 


O.K. WEBER, INC. 


P.O. Box 7485, Eugene, OR 97401 
Phone: (541) 747-0458 
24 HR. FAX (541) 747-5927 
www.okweber.com 


GB WINDFLAGS 
RR8, Box 455, Bloomsburg, PA 17815 
Get A “BEARING” ON THE WIND! 

2 Bearing Pivot Mounts e Balanced Daisy & Rutter 
Assembly e Stainless Steel Mounting Pine 
Adjustable Poles: Short & Long e Extension Kit e 
All Surfaces Machined & Center Drilled e Low 
Profile Non-Daisy Flag Available 
Gary Long 717-458-5444 e Bill Creasy 717-784-8021 


e TRU-KOTE MOLY . 

8 OZ. TECHNICAL GRADE MOLY POWDER FOR 
BULLET APPLICATION. BEST METHOD FOR 
JACKETED AND RIMFIRE AMMUNITION. 

- - - -— $20.00POSTPAID - - - - 
Dave Dohrmann, 11 Acerra Dr, Hillside, IL 60162 
708-544-9490 (after 6pm CST) 


"DIRT SIMPLE and DEADLY ACCURATE" 
The ultimate in scope installation tools! 
NEW! ACCURIZING KIT combines our 
popular SCOPE BARS and LAPPING BAR 


with lapping compound and a pointer rod in a 
sturdy Flambeau box. Easy to use! 
KOKOPELLI PRODUCTS——— 
3820 FOOTHILL ROAD « KALISPELL, MT 59901 
TEL: 406-755-3220 ttp:/www.kokopell. 


RIFLES BUILT 


Benchrest, Varmint, Sporter, 
National Match, Palma, Long Range, 
Service Rifles 
Chambering-Octagons-Fluting- 
Actions Trued-Special Machining 
Benchrest techniques incorporated 
into every rifle. 
Westwind Rifles Inc. 

P.O. Box 261 
640 Briggs St. 

Erie, Colo. 80516 
(303) 828-3823 

David S. Sullivan - Gunsmith 


1st PLACE 


4 YEARS IN A ROW 
WESTERN CANADIAN NATIONAL 
BENCHREST CHAMPIONSHIP 


GAILLARD 
BARRELS 


*PRECISION RIFLE 
BARRELS 


¢ BUTTON RIFLED e HAND LAPPED 
e STAINLESS BENCH REST QUALITY 
¢ also CHAMBERING AND ACCURIZING 


TED GAILLARD 
P.O. BOX 21 
PATHLOW, SASK., CAN., SOK 3BO 
PH # (306) 752-3769 
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Attention! Wildcat Reloaders! 
Pre-formed wildcat brass now 
available: Ackley, Gibbs, 30/378 WBY 

7 STW and many more! 
GRAYBACK WILDCATS 
5306 Bryant Ave., 
Klamath Falls, OR 97603 
(541) 884-1072 


1000 YD 


Revove BESTREST 


BENCH REST OUTFIT 
¢# Micro Windage Adjustment 
# Micro Elevation Adjustment 
¢ Locking, Leveling Legs 
¢ Forearm Trapping Sandbag 
¢ Rear Platform with Pillowbag 


All Included & Prepaid for 
$122.50 
Ol Sarge 
11426 Lemon SW 
Arcadia, Fl. 34266 
Info-Dealer 941-993-3386 


Gerry Geske 

Bax 517 

Superior, MT 39872 
406-822-4917 


SCHNEIDER 
RIFLE BARRELS, 
INC. 


Canjar 


erisiek Triggers 


Set and single-stage 
models for most 
popular bolt action ;pSter 
rifles. Many with ope 
side safety. 


Write for free literature 


Pull buttoned in Stainless Steel. 
22 RF thru .375 calibers. 


Standard and custom contouring, 
including fluting with lapping and 
stress relief afterwards. 
GARY SCHNEIDER 
12202 N. 62 PL. 
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 85254 
TEL: (602) 948-2525 


3-3/4 LB. NV WEDGE 
Balances the H-Bar 


= 


$14.95 + $5.55 S&H ($20.50) 
_RAY-VIN, P.O. Box 1922-J, Duluth, GA 30096 


or order on-line at www.ray-vin.com 


CANJAR 300 €. 43th Ave., 


Denver, CO 80216 
C . (303) 295-2638 


ACCURACY ARMS EAIMMGg bedbectiieeaee 

SUNSMECHING (| (SEEnciraee ae ee eee eee cuane 
ACCURACY SUPPLIES Boinics & Beinks, 4520 Andareon, Kiamieth Falls, OR 717-222-3390 M-F 10-5, Sat. 10-3 
CUSTOM BOLT RIFLES FOR =| [ferme Cl imredteei |_| Shooting Accessories & Guns for the 


Serious Varmint Target Shooter 
- SPECIALITY ITEMS —— 
Fine Rifles from: Cooper, Kimber, Anschutz 
of America, Cascade Arms, & Dakota Rifles. 
Speciality models for: Silhouette, BR-50, & 
other exacting accuracy disciplines. 


SPECIALTY TOOLS & COMPONENTS 


FOR ACCURACY SHOOTERS 
Danzac & Moly Bullet Coating Supplies 


CUSTOM BULLETS IN STOCK 


Large Inventory of Popular 
Benchrest & Bonded Core Bullets 


ae 
cm fecal : = AVAILABLE 

Tal ' BENCHREST - HUNTING - VARMINT Cooper Varmint Express Rifles in 17 Mack 

HOMER STRICKLAND 90 IV, 17 Rem, 17 Javelina, 221 Fireball, 222, 


1 
cane ae ok an ek Le 3 223. Cooper Custom Classics in 22K Hor- 


. ‘OUR ARE MATCH. IN net & 218 Mashburn Bee. Cascade Arms in 

BENCHES? AND TMS A. COMPETITION’ 17 Mach IV, 223, 221 Fireball, 20 VarTarg, 
CALL OR WRITE FOR INFO. 17 & 22 Squirrel. 

[_ Contact Tom, Lloyd or Joanne 


STARKE BULLET COMPANY 


is a small company whose only 
focus is the manufacture of hand- 
made bullets of the highest quality. 
We use only the finest components 
diian Bardi Elles assembled with the utmost care. 
And Shooting Accessories BR-Match - .224 and 6mm. 


SWAROVSKI 


Ultimate target, varmint optics 


6X24X50mm 


Swarovski’s newest offering 


BEEMAN RWS/DIANA 


Full line of Swarovski products 
AT-80/ST-80 Spotting Scopes 


ee , In Stock And Ready To Ship. Red Prairie Varmint Bullets 
Lowest possible prices include shipping Via UPS = ; 
: But Best Of All, We Offer available in .224, 6mm, and .308. 
Send your Leupold or other on trade to: Competitive Prices And Prompt Service. Newrin G8: Jom Wannint Bullets 
: For FREE Informative Brochures Mol C m4 (TM) Availabl 
CFL International And Price Lists, Call Or Write oly-Coa vailable 
P.O. Box 400 Cooperstown ND 
Kan Shv ews bury Ee 58425/1-888-797-3431 
5327 Turkey Ridge Road 606 S. Front St. fatale eg, 
Roanoke, VA 24014 MONTEZUMA, IOWA 50171 FAX 1-701-797-3433 
} PH. 515/623-3098 = ; ; 
Phone: 540-427-1360 FAX 515/623-5672 | VISA | Visa & MC happily accepted. 
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TRADING POST 


One man’s “Junk is another man’s “Collectors 
Item!” Turn your surplus items into cash with 
a Trading Post ad. 


Classified type ads only; NO display ads. 
RATES: .25 cents per word per insertion, pre- 
paid by check or credit card. Minimum check 
charge is $3.00; minimum credit card charge is 
$5.00. CLOSING DATES: Is 40 days prior to 
the issues cover date. Ads run in the order 
received. Ads received prior to deadlines are not 
guaranteed for placement in that issue due to 
limited spacing. All ads not placed will be car- 
ried over to following issue. ORDER FROM: 
Precision Shooting, 222 McKee Street, 
Manchester, CT 06040. NO PHONE ORDERS 
ACCEPTED. 


ee D 


FOR SALE: New Stolle Kodiak action, Kelbly 
tings & action wrench. $875 + shipping. Jim 
308-785-2608 after 6 pm. (11/98-12/98) 


WANT TO BUY: Remington 40X Rimfire bare 
action or complete rifle - good or better condi- 
tion - call with best price. Jerry 509-773-3364. 
(11/98-12/98) 


FOR SALE: Smith & Wesson Model 41 
Diamond blackblue excellent condition. Hardly 
shot, both barrels 5° slab 7" target. Both have 3" 
Weaver bridge mounts for scope, can shoot thru 
with open site’s. Green flannel draw string bag 
for extra clip and 7" barrel - $800.00. 375 H&H 
barrel, diamond blueblack, premium grade. Open 
sites adjustable, 23-inch, dies & 50 cases, shoots 
all bullets in same tear hole. 275’s & 300 grain 
threaded for Mauser, less than 100 shots- $250.00, 
John 352-486-2345. 


FOR SALE: 1000 yd. IBS light gun. Sleeved 
AMT single shot action, 30" Lilja barrel fluted 
and frozen, muzzlebrake, Jewell trigger with 
safety, Jewell rings, tapered bases, McMillan 
MBR stock, .300 Jarrett, tight neck, broken-in 
only. In hard case. $2,500.00. Barr and Stroud 
rangefinder in case $600. Eagle Arms AR-15 
National Match, Pre-ban, flattop, .223, 250 
rounds fired. $750.00. 970-285-9484. 


INVENTORY CLEARANCE: Leupold 36X 
BR Series D NEW scopes. Matte Blue with 1/8 
minute dot - $525.00; Leupold Vari-X II 6X18 
New scope - $310.00; Shilen 6MM 1 in 14 twist 
HV7 barrel blanks - $205.00; Euber 68 grain 
6MM Moly coated bullets - $160.00/1000. All 
prices include ground UPS in continental US, PA 
residents add 6% tax. Jim Borden 717-965-2505. 


FOR SALE: Rem 722, 222 Rem barreled 
action - $210.00; Rem 78 30-06 barreled action - 
$240.00; Lyman Super Target Spot-25X scope - 
$310.00; Weaver 25X scope converted to 40X - 
$325.00; Sleeved Rem 700, 6MM BR, Hart Bar- 
rel by Carl Lynn, 40X Wood stock complete with 


dies and 6.5x20 Leupold scope - $1,100.00; Hart 
#4 Unlimited Rifle, 6X47 Hart Barrel by Carl 
Lynn, Maple Stock - $1,500.00. All prices in- 
clude ground UPS in continental US, PA residents 
add 6% tax. Rifles for pick up at shop or ship- 
ment to FFL’s only. Jim Borden 717-965-2505. 


FOR SALE: New Panda 6 PPC RBLP HV Rifle. 
SG&Y Blue/white marble stock, Jewell trigger, 
Action bedded on Aluminum block and glued in, 
vent ports in barrel channel; polished action, 
buttplate, trigger guard, and Kelbly Rings; 
Doskocil guncase, Lucas boreguide, Leupold 36X 
scope - $3,150 including UPS Ground shipping. 
New Panda RBRP LV Rifle, McMillan LV Black/ 
gray marbled stock, Jewell trigger, Action bed- 
ded and glued; polished action, Kelbly rings, 
buttplate and trigger guard; Doskocil 2 gun case; 
Lucas boreguide; Leupold 36X Scope - $2,900.00 
including ground UPS Shipping, PA residents add 
6% tax. Rifles for pick up at shop or shipment to 
FFL’s only. Jim Borden 717-965-2505. 


FOR SALE: Stolle Panda, right-bolt, left-port, 
6 P.P.C., .262 nk, Kelbly rings, 1-Krieger LV 
Fluted, 1-Krieger HV, Speedy stock (black & 
white marble) Alu. Butt plate and weight system, 
Jewell 20z trigger. This rifle won the H.V. 200 
yds at Super Shoot “97”. $2,200.00 1-608-929- 
7452 After 5 CST. Ask for Jeff . 


FOR SALE: Dial indicator, 1", $10.95, six 
available. Hall model B heavy varmint rifle RBRP 
with 2 barrels, both have shot teen aggregates by 
Del Bishop, very few rounds through either, Six 
stock with custom paint, Jewell trigger, Davidson 
bases, $1,600. Rem 700 rifle, 22BR stainless 
heavy barrel in hunter style stock, Shilen 20z. trig- 
ger, $565; Hall M RBLP fluted 308 bolt face with 
Hall BR stock, action and stock only, both new 
$1,295. B.A.T. LP 22PPC HV McMillan stock, 
480 rds. through Shilen fluted barrel, B.A.T rings, 
Jewell trigger, beautiful rifle, $2,000. B.A.T. as 
above, 17PPC, 44 rounds through Lilja 1-6, 9 Ibs. 
10 oz., with dies and brass, another beautiful rifle, 
$2,200. Winchester model 75 sporter, drilled and 
tapped for Unertl base, $375. PRL .22/87 gr bul- 
lets, 8 boxes of 20, $100. Impact aluminum 2- 
gun case $150. Russ Haydon (253) 857-7557. 


FOR SALE: Swiss Wild Rangefinder, Range 
200-20,000 meters, 12 power, with tripods, made 
in the 70’s with coated optics, cost $18,000 to 
make, in new unissued condition. See 6-page 
test report in Sept. 96 Precision Shooting (send 
$2 for copy) - $1,195.00 plus shipping #15 regu- 
lar UPS. Simpson Ltd, 140 S. Seminary St., 
Galesburg, Illinois, 61401. Phone 309-342-5800. 


FOR SALE: Sako 6PPC Model S491 
Sr#833xxx. Excellent condition, trigger job, 
shoots 2’s & 3’s with custom bullets & 5’s with 
production bullets. $950. + frt to your dealer. Jay 
(409) 268-0931 


FOR SALE: Laser Rangefinder, Military Type. 
Will measure to 9,999 meters on any target. (NOT 
a Russian unit). Comes with case, instructions, 


strap, 2 batteries & charger. Price: $1,995.00 US. 
Bill 519-367-2771 or Email breuber @wel.on.ca. 


FOR SALE: Complete Remington 700 Varmint 
Hunter rifle. 6 PPC w/262 neck. Trued action, 
Shilen barrel, Jewell 2 oz. trigger w/safety. 
Leupold Premier 6X with A.O. and 1/6 minute 
dot. Davidson bases w/Kelbly rings. McMillan 2 
inch wide stock, painted dark grey. Less than 500 
rounds fired. Very accurate. Best score 250x18X. 
Over $2000 invested. Steal this rifle at $1,195, 
shipping included. 516-997-4030 eastern time. 


FOR SALE: 6-BR, (.262 neck) Kelbly Teddy, 
RB-LP, 27° Hart, 12" twist, HV-taper, Dan 
Dowling-metalsmith, 1° Jewell, McMillan BR stk. 
(pillar bedded & inletted @ McMillan), 
$1,895.00, w/Leupold Silver 36X, Kelbly rings, 
$2,375.00, all new condition. Lee 909-781-7148. 


FOR SALE: Colt AR-15 HBAR Elite, flat top, 
as new , in box - $850.00. Springfield M1A Na- 
tional Match, as new, in box - $1,350.00. Add 
shipping. Wade (702) 459-3176. (11/98-12/98) 


WANTED: Quality minded gunsmith to help us 
in our shop. Must be capable of benchrest preci- 
sion in chambering, bedding, etc. Please send 
resume with references to: Outback, Rt 1, Box 
75B, Cumby, TX 75433. Phone (903) 582-9904. 


FOR SALE: Used Panda RB LP, Speedy 
stock, Hart 6 PPC, Jewell - $1,500. Leupold, 
Premier 18X40 - $500.00. Marksman Arms 
970-256-1907. 


FOR SALE: NIB Winchester Model 70 Heavy 
Varmint .220 Swift, Stainless barrel, synthetic 
stock, unfired, with all papers, for $620 plus ship- 
ping. Call Bob at (316) 799-2865 evenings. 


FOR SALE: 1) Carl Zeiss-Jena Range Finder, 
in case with tripod and calibration device $900.00 
OBO. 2) Remington M722 Factory Prototype in 
350 Rem Mag. Unfired since it left the factory. 
The 722 was never cataloged in this caliber. BDL 
Stock with factory pad. Factory installed ramp 
front sight with integral muzzle brake. $1000.00 
OBO. 3) Leupold ULTRA M3A 10X new in box. 
Military scope with etched glass Mil-Dot reticle 
in issue grey carrying case. This scope was never 
offered on the civilian market. $2000.00 OBO. 
Marc 910-487-0201 


LEUPOLD SCOPES: 6.5x20 Target EFR Du- 
plex, $350; 6.5x20 Target Duplex, $300; 24x 
Benchrest Crosshair, $375. Gary 256-858-9535. 


FOR SALE: RED light varmint SS steel action, 
RB, LP, $950. 40XB BR light varmint, 6 PPC, 
.262 neck, Hart barrel, 2 oz. trigger, Six BR stock, 
Sako extractor, built by Dan Dowling, $850. H 
& S Precision thumbhole stock with aluminum 
bedding block for a Remington 700, $175. Sako 
single shot bolt action, 6 PPC with rings, mint 
condition, $650. 319-689-6258. 
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AL September IO, 1998 


-- BRV -- 


UNCOMPROMISING IN THE PURSUIT OF ULTIMATE ACCURACY 


Larry W. Brown - Founder 3960 W. Pt. Loma Blvd. #H-435 San Diego, CA. 92110 U.S.A. Phone & FAX (619) 222-4337 


***SPOTLIGHT ON 1998 ELEY BR-350*** 
U.S. NATIONALS TOURNAMENT 


9/5-6 St. Louis, MO. 


(AIRGUN) From Div Aggregate Points ACTION BARREL STOCK TRIGGER SCOPE AMMO 
1 Larry Delong IN. AgQ) 4164.00 150 
2 Jim Georgeson AL. AgO 4025.00 149 
3 Ed Ledbetter IN.  AgX 3980.00) 148 
4 Dick Miller AL. AgO | 3858.00 147 MAKIN’ HISTORY 
5 John R. Cloepfil IA. AgO 3810.00 146 
6 Ron Burnett IN. AgX 3808.00) 145 
7 Ron Lewis AL. AgO | 3658.00) 144 ie j 1 £; 
; te oe eo ee pe This is LARRY DELONGS first 
9 Del Heideman FL. AGX 352400 142 year shooting Airgun, 
10 Dave Horner OH. AgO | 3460.00 141 
11 John Beckham MO. AgX 3346.00 140 and 
12 Kern Roats oO - ae 199 ~~ DEARL LANE is the first person to 
Jerry Luck MO. AgO DNF F 
(RIMFIRE TOP-40) ever win the 
io lU | ee CUS. Nationals Tournament TWICE 
3 John Cloepfil IA. RIX | — 3900.00 148 with a Rimfire! 
4 Gary Mitchell GA. RIX 3860.00 147 
5 Arthur Hillert TX. RIX | 3728.00! 146 
6 Hoke Kerns AL. REX 3654.00! 145 
7 Glen Townley MO.  RfX 3652.00 144 
8 Robert Grandfield IA. RFX | — 3634.00) 143 
9 Ron Hoehn MO. RfX | 3618.00 142 
10 Ed Stroud AL. RX | 3534.00! 141 
11 Gene Adkins MO. RfX 3512.00 140 
12 Jim Hutson GA. RfX 3444.00 139 
13 Travis Ruhlow IN. RIX 3424.00 138 
14 Ernest Serrano AR. RfX 3420.00 137 
15 Jack Flesner NE. RX 3380.00 136 
16 Ken Specht KS. REX 3366.00 135 
17 John E. Rupert MI. —RfO 3337.00 134 
18 Tom Bradford IL. REX 3328.00 133 
19 Steve Turner IN. RfX 3308.00 132 
20 Vickie Alber MI. REX 3289.00 131 
21 Jerrold Deuser MO. RX 3282.00 130 
_ 22 Lynn Alber MI. RfO 3275.00 129 
[ a Bob Fowler MO. RfX 3262.00 127.5 
| 23) Jim Cannington GA. RIX 3262.00 127.5 
25 Frank Novak 1A. Rfx 3210.00 126 , 
26 Ron Lewis AL.  RfX 3170.00 125 
27 Tom Williams MO. RfX 3132.00 124 
28 Joe Besche MO. RfX 3120.00 123 . 
29 Mike McConnell NE. RIX 3107.00 122 This was a triple-point five card 
30 Steve Hallock 22 ~~ ~-REX 3104.00 121 ? ’ 
31 Robert J. Rogers 22 ~=RIX 3103.00 120 two day tournament. 


SOM bogen == GAs IKamgy«=—=Ssttg«=Ss a @ TOP-10 aggregates for both 
S4 SuemnsCobum = IN, HER aE 117 Rimfire and Airgun are italicized. 


35 Mike Studebaker IN. Rfx 2941.00 116 


36 Kevin Doane 22 RIX = 2986.00 115 It looks like parity to me! 
oe a he Congratulations to all. --LB 
39 Dwane Bailey KS. RIX 2994.00 112 


40 Rich Lakey KS. RFX 2918.00 111 
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1999 TO BE THE FINAL YEAR FOR AIMFIRE BR-50 


“A funny thing happened on the way to the gallows; | stopped to take a critical look at the facts”. --Mitten Winduiff 


FACT #1: BR-50 was invented to provide a venue for the UNCOMPROMISING pursuit of excellence 
in the arena of PRECISION ACCURACY. It is intended to be the toughest precision marksmanship challenge on earth. 
No alibis, no excuses, no “flyers”. Just the pure ongoing quest for THE TRUTH by the few shooters who have the guts to face it. 

EACT #2: BR-50 was designed to allow free choice for open competition between three 
technologies (Centerfire, Rimfire, & Airgun) in order to “find out what works”. The target distances were set according 
to the relative power of these technologies. (BR-50 was not intended to be seen as a “Rimfire” sport. The “50” stood for fifty 
targets, not fifty yards.) Whenever one honestly and objectively searches to find what works, one will also inevitably discover 
what doesn’t work. The person who has the true “spirit of BR-50” welcomes these revelations and proceeds to use the new-found 
knowledge to his competitive advantage. 

After ten-and-a-half years of involvement we now know unequivocally that rimfire 
DOESN’T work. Rimfire ammunition is so woefully deficient due to inherent flaws in it’s design and materials, that it cannot 
legitimately be used in conjunction with the word “PRECISION”. According to Dr. Henry Cross, who as chairman of the Shooting 
Sports Research Council was deeply involved in the rimfire development project at Aberdeen Proving Ground about the time BR- 
50 began, these flaws are; poor case configuration, inconsistent priming, inadequate loading density, and (the biggy) - BULLETS 
THAT CHANGE SHAPE BEFORE THEY GET TO THE TARGET. He reminds us in the July issue of Precision Shooting, that Steve 
Chernicky and Gene Harwood created rimfire ammo that was capable of quarter-minute-of-angle AT ONE HUNDRED YARDS. 
(U.S. Patent #5275108). Various manufacturers have had opportunity to produce this ammunition and have chosen not to do so 
for some reason. (Not enough profit? Who knows?) And Merrill Martin, (possibly the most knowledgeable and scientific 
independent “gun guru” on the planet) being fully aware of all this, continued his endeavor to cure the weird erosion pattern along 
the bottom of the bore in rimfire barrels, and has published his astounding discoveries and corrective efforts in the pages of PS 
magazine. His final analysis? “These things (rimfires) are toys; very expensive toys!” 

FACT #4: Of the three technologies whose effectiveness BR-50 was intended to discern, only 
Centerfire and Airgun have proven to truly have the accuracy to measure up to the demands of our 
game. We should have dumped rimfire five years ago, but | didn’t because one AMERICAN manufacturer kept claiming that 
they were “working hard” on producing a breakthrough product that was going to be a real humdinger! But now, even though 
several “wondrous” products from around the world have come along (with their corresponding price increases), the fact is that 
today, generally speaking, the average scores of the top BR-50 Rimfire shooters are about 200 points lower than they were last 
year; 300 points lower than they were the year before. If | were a serious rimfire competitor | would be quite unhappy with this 
apparent inverse ratio of price-to-peformance. 

FACT #5: As | have continued to attempt to make our shooters aware of the truth listed above | 
have been amazed at the response of many of them. The gist of their reply is: “We don’t care that our 
ammunition is inaccurate; we’re having fun!” And therein lies a fundamental problem. Because, you see, THE TRUE 
SPIRIT OF BR-50 WOULD CARE, PASSIONATELY! (For him, INACCURACY is not fun.) But instead, this insouciance has been 
the breeder of endless turmoil and controversy because it is in direct conflict with the spirit of our sport. And though many 
individuals like to PRETEND to be super-marksmen by being identified with “The Meanest Game On Earth” while, in reality, they're 
just “having fun” shooting ammo that is a laughing-stock in the real world of PRECISION riflery, that does not obligate BR-50 
INTERNATIONAL to lower its’ standards (and reputation) to that of high-priced mediocrity. Therefore, at the end of the 1999 
season BR-50 will become a Centerfire and Airgun sport only. We'd like to do it at the end of THIS season but that wouldn't be fair 
to many of the good people who have already invested in their ammunition for next year. They wouldn't have time to sell all their 
stuff and switch. And we’d like to give them a final chance to set a few records that will stand forever. But those who are primarily 
interested in experiencing ultimate accuracy will have no heartburn in making this change. Those who are more interested in 
“playing with toys” will just have to go get involved with the half-dozen or so “Rimfire Benchrest” organizations which have 
recently popped up. __ It’s a win-win deal, don’t ya see? --LB. 


ReRRKE 


The notice above was sent out over the BR-50 FaxNet on September 3. Since that day a lot of people have been talking 
about “the death of BR-50”. The truth is that this is THE REBIRTH of BR-50. But recently, after finally coming to the realization 
that the Rimfire ammo makers are simply NEVER going to produce anything truly accurate (they're just going to keep raising the 
price of the usual junk) | found myself agonizing over the fact that this situation places BR-50 (and me) in the position of being a 
“Pimp” for their marketing plan. It’s very sad indeed to know that Art Cocchia, Flash Ebert, Bill Calfee, Dieter Anschutz and 
several others, build world-class guns; that Lilja and Shilen make world-class barrels; that Leupold, Nightforce, Weaver, and 
Bausch & Lomb produce nearly perfect scopes for Benchrest competition, yet after you have spent twenty five hundred bucks on 
that stuff, you still can’t buy bullets that won't deform (they no longer “match”) the instant you pull the trigger. And they DO know 
how to make ‘em! Since | resent being led into wasting money on things that don’t perform as advertised | felt | owed the facts to 
“my friends” in the rimfire segment of our sport. My friends have elected to hate my guts for telling them (and you) the truth. 
Generally, Centerfire shooters and Airgunners (and the philosophy of BR-50) won't stand for ANY flyers. Only Rimfire has 
standards that low. So | realized that | was making all this effort on behalf of the very people who were never committed to this 
game in the first place. Many knowledgeable accuracy buffs in Centerfire Benchrest and Airgun Field Target have told me they 
aren't interested in “stepping down” to a RIMFIRE SPORT. Its’ third-rate standards and attitude is why. BR-50 is FIRST-RATE 
and therefore it is being given to those who can understand and appreciate that. 

With this in mind, at the end of this (1998) season our 50-Bullseye target will be phased out and the new 25-Bull BRV 
target will become the sole official card for registered competition. So in that sense “BR-50 is dead”- LONG LIVE BRV --LB. 


“There’s a big difference between being COMMITTED and just being INVOLVED”. 
--Jim Feuling (Feuling Advanced Technologies) 
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Jim Guedmin, Director 
2911 F Street 

Eureka, CA 95501 
(707) 443-9027 

(707) 445-2169 fax 


KCL. 


Ameri~Con~News 
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Randy Robinett, Co-Director 


P.O. Box 72 
Madrid, IA 50156 
(515) 795-2906 


American Conference, Transcontinental Hunter Rifle League 


American Conference Champions - Mainville 


Erwin Shinkle 30 SFG 250-21X 
Frank McKee 30 Aardvark 250-16X 
Gary Long 30 Aardvark 250-16X 
Paul Myer 30 Aardvark 250-15X 
Ken Livengood 30 HC 250-11X 
Total 1250-79X 
Lee Keller 30x47 250-19X Larry McDaniel 30x44 250-15X 
Jim Angle 30x47 250-18X Jack Duncan 30x47 250-15X 
Jeff Lotto 30x47 249-17X Don Mulhall 30x47 250-12X 
Chad Schmidt 30x44 249-11X Jerry Cook 30x1.75 249-17X 
Jim Kimpel 30x47 249-10X John Ambler 30 SP 248-15X 
Total 1247-75 Total 1247-74X 
Larry Bryant 308 Win 250-16X Rob Seelye 30 Bull Mtn. 249-10X 
Tom McPhee 30 IHMSA 250-11X Dave Hellekson 30 Bull Mtn. 248-5X 
Larry Cribbs 308 Win 249-12X Scott Carpenter 308 Short 246-8X 
Marvin Nunn 308 Win 247-8X Larry Neal 30x47 246-3X 
Jim Rector 30 IHMSA 244-8X Bill Allen 308 Win 244-10X 
Total 1240-55X Total 1233-36X 
Mainville 1250-79X!! 
This makes it four 1250's for the 1998 time close counts is with "nukes and 


season. In five matches, the Pak only dropped 
three points and accumulated 390 X's. There 
never was any doubt this season - Mainville 
dominated the league from the starting gate. 
Four shooters used home squeezed 128 grain 
bullets by Long and Livengood, with a batch of 
118 grain BIB's (McKee) thrown in, to dominate 
the shoot-off. 

Van Dyne 1247-75X: Embracing trad- 
itional .30 caliber 150 grain Chism hunter 
bullets, Van Dyne found an extra "X" in a box 
to maintain second place. The first three 
shooters managed 54 "X's"; very impressive 
when one notes that this is one more "X" than 
the fearsome first three of Mainville. Very 
impressive indeed. 

Northern Colorado 1247-74X: It was a 
close race down to the wire. However, the only 


horseshoes". The Coyotes, after "picking their 
way through changing conditions", turned up a 
couple of "X's" shy when the score was tallied 
this time around. 

LaGrande 1240-55X: Larry Bryant made a 
special trip from Washington, DC to lead the 
Beaver's charge in the shoot-off. Tom McPhee 
made his presence known and the other Larry 
faired well. However, a serious train wreck 
followed. 

Billings 1233-36X: The Billings HBR 
shooters headed to their range only to find it 
over run by "real" hunters sighting in their 
artillery for hunting season. So... they hit the 
road, and paid the price. 


For Hunter Rifle Competition: 
General Bozo 
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TransContinental League 


1998 National Conference Hunter Class Team Standings 


esr [wa [sonra [wa | cant [wa [some 


Casper, WY Salmon, ID 

Tiffin, Ohio 3-1 Chippewa,OH 3-1 
Entiat, WA 2-2 Capital City 2-2 
Florida 2-2 Calgary, Can. 1-3 


Tri-County,OR 1-3 Snow Shoe, AK 0-4 


Cody, WY 

St. Louis, MO 3-1 
North Colorado 3-1 
LaCrosse, WI 3-1 


Menominee 0-4 


Tomball, TX 2-2 

San Juan, NM 1-3 
La. Cajuns 1-3 
Las Vegas, NV 1-3 
Richmond, CA 0-4 


News & Notes by Marcy Lyons, League Director 
and Cody Haslett, Co-Director 


The 1998 TCL-National Conference Champion is 
Salmon, Idaho. In the shootoff they shot an 
excellent score of 1248-72X. Bill Burke, a young 
shooter, shot a 250-20X; Leroy Nethercott - 250- 
15X; Harold Gilpin - 250-13X; Dick Santos - 249- 
14X; and Jim Jetter - 249-10X. On that same day 
they also shot the 200 and 300 yard aggregates. 
The 100, 200 & 300 yard aggregate was won by 
Burke for a possible record. The other four clubs 
in the shootoff all faced difficult and windy 
conditions. The top shooters from St. Louis 
couldn’t buy a 250. Tomball, Texas shot in rain 
and wind from the aftermath of Tropical Storm 
Frances. This did not prevent Sam Weaver, 
another young shooter, and Eric Klementich from 
shooting a 250-18X and 250-16X, respectively. 
Casper and Cody, Wyoming were faced with high 
winds and poor attendance, due to the late season 
match, which resulted in low scores for them. 


We should not forget the other clubs that 
participated during this past year. Northern 
Colorado had the second highest score but got 
squeezed out of the shootoff. San Juan, NM had 
the fourth highest score, but shot against the best 
teams in the league. While some of the other 
teams had relatively low scores, they had excellent 
shooters. Don Feltman and Dick Dykema of 
Alaska; Bill Small and Elzie Scott of Entiat WA; 
and Tom and Mark Cavanaugh of Tiffin, Ohio; 
are just a few of the excellent shooters from small 
clubs. Hopefully they can help the others in their 
shooting techniques and how to upgrade their 
equipment 


The TCL patches are sent to all shooters who 
qualified during the year. Over 190 shooters shot 
qualifying scores. Salmon, Idaho shooters also 
receive a Championship Bar to be placed under 
their patch. Top 20 Shooter bars are also being 
sent out. Listed below are the Top 20 Shooters 
for 1998 and their scores: 


Leroy Ransom 750-49X 1 
Ron Hoehn 750-49X 2 
Larry Smart 750-49X 3 
Eric Klementich 750-44X 4 
Leroy Nethercott 750-38X 5 
Tom Cavanaugh 749-50X 6 
Rich Griffin 749-44X 7 
Don Feltman 749-44X 8 
Bob Seelye 749-43X 9 
Scott Carpenter 749-43X 10 
Lynn Wood 749-42X 11 
Bill Small 749-40X 12 
MarkCavanaugh 749-38X 13 
George Myer 748-49X 14 
Bill Thompson 748-49X 15 
Ken Lewis 748-49X 16 
Elzie Scott 748-48X 17 
Dick Dykema 748-45X 18 
Joe Hemkens 748-41X 19 
Ray King 748-41X 20 


We are already looking to next years 
competition. Thanks to all who participated, 
especially to the club co-ordinators who put on 
the matches. Contact us by E-Mail at TCL- 


ND@JUNO. 
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President’s Message 


In my last message, final paragraph to 
be exact, I stated I would advise if the 
group Nationals dates which traditionally 
run the third week in August would 
change for 1999. As a courtesy to 
NBRSA the IBS Group Nationals will be 
held on the John J. Palmisano range in 
Wapwallopen, Pennsylvania on July 26 
through 31, 1999. This action was taken 
to avoid a conflict in dates with the 
NBRSA Nationals which will occur late 
in August. 

The October message was due the day 
after returning from the group Nationals 
and more time was needed to digest all 
that took place there. For this reason I am 
including comments in this message in an 
attempt to describe the event more accu- 
rately than my brief comments included 
in October. 

All group shooters owe a great big 
thank you to Michelle and Jack Sutton for 
stepping forward and convincing the 
Camillus Sportsmens Club to host this 
year’s Nationals. They put untold hours 
into organization, promotion, orchestra- 
tion and execution. From one who knows 
what it takes to put on the ONLY 6 day, 4 
class benchrest event of any discipline. 
Jack and Michelle truly love their sport 
and deserve the gratitude every competitor 
should extend to them. I consider them the 
perfect benchrest couple. Certainly the 
Camillus club, its officers and members 
showed us how to best run a Nationals on 
a range such as theirs. 

Something that was not mentioned in 
the last message was the attendance by 
many of our friends who normally shoot 
only the NBRSA group Nationals. We 
certainly appreciated their presence and 
support. Many of them distinguished 
themselves by the outstanding shooting 
they turned in at Camillus. Another unin- 
tended omission last month was the 
contribution in effort by Jim Forster, the 
NBRSA Gulf Coast Regional Director. 
He did the barbecuing for the “welcome 


party” Mexican feast featuring his secret 
fajitas as well as free steak dinner offered 
to all competitors and their families. It 
certainly does my heart good to see the 
gesture of friendship such as this between 
the two benchrest organizations. Jim is 
only one of several NBRSA officers/ 
influential people who show by their 
actions that their true concern is for 
everyone and each organization involved 
in the sport. 

On September 5 & 6 Edna and I 
attended the annual 1000-yard IBS 
Nationals at the Hawk’s Ridge Range in 
Ferguson, North Carolina. While we have 
attended two of the three previous 
Nationals, we both felt this event was the 
best organized and promoted one we had 
seen to date. It certainly was the best 
attended, with 145 light gun competitors 
and 112 heavy gun shooters by my unof- 
ficial count. This produced 27 relays to 
be run each of the two days and was 
handled quite efficiently by the fine crew 
from the Hawk’s Ridge club. There were 
excellent shooting conditions with light 
wind and good visibility, although the 
temperatures were in the 90’s both days. 

Everyone enjoyed a “Carolina Style” 
barbecued chicken dinner prepared by the 
McNeil family who, by the way, own the 
property on which the range is located. 
Small group and high scores were the 
order of the day with members of the host 
club, the Virginia 1000 yard club and the 
Original Pennsylvania 1000 yard club 
shooting well in friendly competition for 
top awards. All aspects of the event from 
the attractively printed complimentary T- 
shirts and participation patches, the 
excellent food service, the friendliness of 
all involved with the shoot and most 
notably, the valuable merchandise 
provided as prizes, contributed to a truly 
quality experience which surely will be 
remembered for years to come. 

Sincere thanks and congratulations to 
the Hawk’s Ridge Club, its officers, 


ABS NewS 


members and particularly Bill Shehane 
for hosting such a fine IBS 1000 Yard 
Nationals. This was an event which will 
generate pride both among the 1000 yard 
fraternity and in IBS itself. 

The Capital City R&P Club did a fine 
job of putting on the 1998 IBS Score 
Nationals. Club spark plug Joe Gilbert 
and his able staff ran a smooth and 
efficient event which reflected proudly 
upon our organization. The 100 yard 
conditions were light and practically 
unheard of, I am told, on this range. The 
normal condition, according to the Maine 
shooters, is one of swirling and gusty 
winds. As predicted by this same group of 
“Mainiacs” Sunday 200 yard shooting 
was done in the typical conditions for this 
range and the reduced scores reflected the 
conditions. Here’s a challenge for you 
score shooters who have never shot this 
range. No one has ever fired a perfect 250 
score on this range at 200 yards. It nearly 
occurred at this Nationals when the agg 
winner, Bob Soohey, waited until his very 
last shot to drop his only point of the 
yardage in varmint for score class. 

As for our first visit to this range, 
Edna and I were warmly welcomed and 
made to feel at home. However, for the 
life of me I couldn’t understand why 
more score shooters didn’t make the trip 
to compete in their premier competitive 
event of the season. 

Thanks to this fine club and its 
members for hosting this fine competitive 
event and congratulations to the winners. 

One final word on the upcoming 
election of officers and the IBS Annual 
Meetings. Both appear in another part of 
this issue. Please take notice and consider 
attending this “one member/one vote” 
meeting. As always, your voice and vote 
always count in IBS. 


Til next month, 


Bob White 
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1998 IBS SCORE NATIONALS 


It’s Erwin Shinkle in Hunter Class, 
K. L. Miller in Varmint-Hunter, and 
Ted Parreco in Varmint for Score 
as the Class Champions. 


Augusta, Maine. The Capitol City Rifle and Pistol Club hosted 
the 1998 IBS Score Nationals on the weekend of September 12th 
and 13th. 


Hunter Class (18 shooters) 100 yards: 

1.) Gary Long 250-16X, 2.) Parker Hills 250-14X, 3.) Lee 
Masteller 249-17X, 4.) Erwin Shinkle, Sr. 249-16X, 5.) Frank 
McKee 249-14X. At 200 yards: 1.) Erwin Shinkle, Sr. 245-4X, 
2.) Randy Fritz 244-4X, 3.) Frank McKee 244-4X, 4.) Gary Long 
243-5X, 5.) Vince Pastorella 242-3X. Grand Agg: 1.) Erwin 
Shinkle, Sr. 494-20X, 2.) Gary Long 493-21X, 3.) Frank McKee 
493-18X, 4.) Randy Fritz 492-15X, 5.) Ken Livengood 489-16X. 


Varmint Hunter Class (12 shooters) 100 yards: 


1.) K. L. Miller 250-18X, 2.) Guy Plummer 250-15X, 3.) Peter 


Hills 249-14X, 4.) Joe Gilbert 249-8X, 5.) William Plummer 
249-8X. At 200 yards: K. L. Miller 248-4X, 2.) Philip Prescott 
243-4X, 3.) Donna Furrow 242-7X, 4.) Joe Gilbert 242-2X, 5.) 
Margie Shinkle 241-3X. Grand Agg: 1.) K. L. Miller 498-22x, 
2.) Phil Prescott 492-12X, 3.) Donna Furrow 491-14X, 4.) Joe 
Gilbert 491-10X, 5.) Margie Shinkle 489-8X. 


Varmint for Score Class (29 shooters) 100 yards: 

1.) Jeffrey Weeks 250-18X, 2.) Bob White 250-18X, 3.) Milford 
Snyder 250-17X, 4.) Parker Hills 250-17X, 5.) David Michno 
250-16X. At 200 yards: 1.) Robert Soohey 249-11X, 2.) Ted 
Parreco 249-5X, 3.) Al Weaver 248-5X, 4.) Parker Hills 246-7X, 
5.) Andy Reitmeyer 246-4X. Grand Agg: 1.) Ted Parreco 499- 
19X, 2.) Bob Soohey 498-25X, 3.) Al Weaver 498-18X, 4.) 
Parker Hills 496-24X, 5.) David Minchno 496-19X. 


1998 — IBS Score Shooting C se dasa Equipment a 
aber ton [Bret soe [Borer [Gene [Socter ed [ee ote ne 


TED PARRECO Hall Premier 


ROBERT SOOHEY Hart Niemi BéelL 


AL WEAVER Gaulin Gaillard NF 


PARKER HILLS Armtech Gaillard Leupold 


DAVID MICHNO Stolle Hart BélL 


ANDY REITMEYER Stolle Hart Leupold 


GEORGE HOGAN Hart Gaillard Leupold 


GERALD L HERRICK Stolle Hart Weaver 


RICKY READ Bart Hart Leupold 


MARK MCINTYRE Bart Leupold 


BLAINE JOHNSON Niemi Leupold 


BOB WHITE Hart BélL 


JOSEPH O GILBERT Shilen Bel 


MILFORD L SNYDER Hart Leupold 


BUTCH RANDALL Schneider Weaver 


PAUL CHRETIAN 


STAN REITMEYER Hart Leupold 


DAWN M HOGAN Hart Beéetlb 


ROBERT LEMBO Hart Weaver 


DAN NEWMAN Hall Hart 


Leupold 


DONALD SARTY Stolle Shilen Leupold 


JEFFREY L WEEKS Stolle Pand 
Teddy 


Shillen 


Masker Leupold 


JIM GOODY Shilen BeéetL 


JAMIE V CARTER Gaillard Leupold 


AA AAA AA A D 


TOM MILLER Rem 40X Hart BeL 


STANLEY D MAYO 40X BR Rem Lyman 


ALEX GRIATZKY Rem Hart Lyman 


STANLEY E STARZINSKI Stolle Pand Hart Leupold 


BRIAN BROWN Stolle Hart Leupold 


18-40 Parreco 


36 
36 
36 
36 


36 


VARMINT FOR SCORE Class: 7 


31g N135 Weaver 65g 


Niemi 39g 2015 W/W Niemi 125g 


Weaver Goodling 28g H322 Sako Weaver 66g 


Gaulin Gaulin 44g N135 Lapua Hills 135g Fed 


Kelbly Meredith 27.5g V133 Lapua Euber 68g Fed 205M 


Borden 27.5g N133 Lapua BiB 68g 


Gaulin 28g V133 Lapua Berger 68g 


Gottschall 28.7g N133 Lapua Euber 68g 


RW Bart 28.5g VV133 Lapua Berger 65g 


Dixon 30.5g H322 Lapua Hollis 68g 


29g H322 220R Hollister 


28.3g 8208 Lapua Hollister 


28g H322 Norma Hollister 
27.5g N133 


28.5g N133 


Lapua Euber 68g 


Lapua Shilen 65g 


29g N133 Lapua BiB 68g 


J. Borden 28g V133 Lapua Berger Mol 


Dixon N133 Lapua Fowler 689 


Masker McMillan 27g 2015 Lapua Berger 68g 


Kelbly Meredith 28.3g H322 Lapua Berger 68g 


Masker Masker 27g H322 Lapua Berger 68g 


Morse Six 28.5g N133 Lapua Gentner 65 


Gaulin Gaulin 26.7g 2015 JPR 66g 


Nixon Nixon 28g H322 Hollister 


Rem Rem 23.8g N133 Shilen 52g 


Hart Hart 26.5g 


Bruno Bruno 28g N133 Berger 68g 


Hollister Meredith 29.2g Hollister 
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1998 National IBS Score Shooting Championship - Equipment Listing 


36.5g 4197 35 Rem Long 128g 


mee 
ERWIN SHINKLE SR 


GARY LONG 37g 2015 Long 128g 


36g 2015 Chism 128g 
35g 8322 T-H 123g 


FRANK W MCKEE 
RANDY FRITZ 


KEN LIVENGOOD 38g 41997 Livengood 


ROBERT SOOHEY Bart 30g 2015 Niemi 125g 


LEE MASTELLER Chanlin 36g 2015 Fritz 123g 
Gary Long 44g 84895 Hills 125g 


Pastorella 41g 4895 Pastorella 


PARKER HILLS Lilja 
VINCE PASTORELLA Hart 


PETER I HILLS Lilja 41g 4895 Hills 168g 


RONALD J DERR 30x48 Schneider 45g 748 Chism 125g 


ORLAND BUNKER 30 Viper Nieme 39g 2230 Hills 150g 
38.5g 4895 Hills 135g 


Long 35g N135 Weaver 66g 


MIKE S VEILLEUX 30 Canuck Gaillard 
HELEN LONG 6x45 Schneider 
GUY PLUMMER 6x44 38g H135 Berger 68g 
PHILLIP A LAUBAUGH 30 


Tar Bunt N133 Tar Hunt 1 
PAUL CHRETIEN 


JEFFREY L WEEKS 45.5g 2520 Berger 135 
K L MILLER 28g N133 Watson 68g 


PHILIP A PRESCOTT 28.2g 133 Berger 659 


DONNA J FURROW 28.5g N133 Euber 69g 


JOSEPH O GILBERT 28g H322 Hollister 


MARGIE SHINKLE 4197 Weaver 68g 
27.3g W133 Buber 68g 
28g N133 Rubright 6 


Masker McMillan 27g 2015 Berger 68g 


WILLIAM PLUMMER 
RONALD J DERR 
MIKE S VEILLEUX 


GUY PLUMMER Pastorella McMillan 26.5g N133 Berger 68g 


BOB WHITE B. White B. White 28.2 4322 Hollister 


PETER I HILLS Hart 30g 4895 Berger 70g 


D. Purrow B. Green 28.5g N133 Buber 68g 


AHA AA AAA AA A A A 


MATTHEW FURROW 


SULPHYR 
THE 1999 SPRINGS 


A well-attended, well-contested 100 

IBS GROU e NATIONALS yard score match at the Muncy, PA range, 
held on August 30th. 

Heavy Varmint for Score Class: (24 


will be held July 26 a 31 shooters) 1.) Ted Parreco 250.21x, 2.,) 


Henry Buhrman 250-20x, 3.) John Stahl 
e 250-19x, 4.) Clayton Merrill 250-19x, 5.) 
at the Palmisano Range, res ee ee 
Light Varmint for Score Class: (11 
Wapwallopen, Pennsylvania shooters) 1.) Bill Gebhardt 250-19x, 2.) 
Kent Harshman 250-17x, 3.) Jeff Barnes 
250-16x . 
Varmint Hunter Class: (8 shooters) 
1.) K. L. Miller 250-14x, 2.) Paul Myers 
250-9x, 3.) Al Kogoy 250-8x. 
DUNHAM’S BAY Hunter Class: (12 shooters) |.) Erwin 
Shinkle, Sr. 250-21x, 2.) Frank McKee 
Twenty-four shooters contested the Heavy Varmint Class 100-yard Match at the 250-14x, 3.) Ken Livengood 250-1 1x. 
Dunham’s Bay Range on September 6th. Final standings for the day: 1.) Myles Hollister Factory Class: (4 shooters) 1.) 
.2396, 2.) Tom Svack .2914, 3.) Greg Wilsey .2942, 4.) Richard Johnson .2944, 5.) Jim Edward Castetter 250-7x, 2.) Randall 
Pretti .2962. Kramer 249-13x, 3.) Sam Bouch 249-5x. 
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1999 IBS Annual 
Membership Meeting 
January 15 & 16, 1999 


Victoria Inns 
Rte 315 
Pittston Township, PA 18640 


(Exit 48 Off I-81, 
Exit 48B Off I-81 S) 
(717) 655-1234 


When making resevations, 
ask for IBS room rate 


Friday - January 15, 1999 


Social time - 6:00 pm until ??? 


Friday - January 15, 1999 (7:30 pm) 


Special meetings for: 


Group Committee Score Committee 


Heavy bench Committee 1000 yard Committee 


Rimfire Committee Pistol Committee 


Saturday - January 16, 1999 
9:00 am Open Membership Meeting 


Committee Reports 
Awards 
Old Business 
New Business 
Adjourn Membership Meeting 
Open Board of Directors Meeting 


Adjourn Board of Directors Meeting 


DAMARISCOTTA 


A 100 yard score match at the Lincoln County Rifle Club, in 
Damariscotta, Maine on August 23rd. 

Hunter class (5 shooters): 1) Parker Hills 250-8X, 2) Mike 
Veilleux 248-12X, 3) Greg Foster 248-10X. 

Varmint hunter class (4 shooters): 1) William Plummer 
248-6X, 2) Guy Plummer 247-8X, 3) Donna Furrow 247-5X. 

Varmint for score class (15 shooters): 1) Gerald Herrick 250- 
17X, 2) Parker Hills 250-17X, 3) Joe Gilbert 250-15X 

Factory Class (1 shooter): 1) Robert Andersen 243-5X. 


CAPITOL CITY 


The August 30th score match at the Capitol City Range was 
an obvious choice to use as a tune-up for the 1998 Score 
Nationals, scheduled to be held on this same range a brief two 
weeks later. 

Hunter class (9 shooters): 1) Parker Hills 249-16X, 2) Guy 
Plummer 247-8X, 3) Mike Veilleux 247-8X. 

Varmint hunter class (6 shooters): 1) Guy Plummer 249-8X, 
2) Bill Plummer 248-10X, 3) Mike Veilleux 246-8X. 

Varmint for score class (15 shooters): 1) Parker Hills 250- 
21X, 2) Joe Gilbert 250-16X, 3) Jim Goody 250-16X. 


ORRINGTON 


A 100 yard score shoot at Orrington, Maine on September 6th. 

Hunter class (5 shooters): 1) Mike Veilleux 249-5X, 2) 
Parker Hills 248-16X, 3) Orland Bunker 245-10X. 

Varmint hunter class (7 shooters): 1) Philip Prescott 248- 
11X, 2) Peter Hills 248-8X, 3) Joe Gilbert 247-11X. 

Varmint for score class (10 shooters): 1) Joe Gilbert 250- 
14X, 2) Butch Randall 250-13X, 3) Jim Goody 250-13X. 


GRAFTON, VIRGINIA 
(RIMFIRE) 


A Rimfire Match on September 6th at the Lafayette Gun Club 
Range at Grafton, Virginia. 

Sporter Class (6 shooters): 1.) Bill Whitener 250-10X, 2.) 
Tommy Howard 246-7X, 3.) Bob Barber 246-6X. 

Light Custom Class (7 shooters): 1.) Bob Barber 250-13X, 
2.) Collier Harris 250-13X, 3.) Bill Whitener 250-9X. 

Custom Class (6 shooters): 1.) Bill Whitener 250-10X, 2.) 
Tommy Howard 250-9X, 3.) Patricia Harris 249-10X. 

Two Gun Agg: 1.) Bill Whitener 500-19X, 2.) Tommy 
Howard 499-20X, 3.) Bob Barber 498-22X. 

Three Gun Agg: 1.) Bill Whitener 750-29X, 2.) Tommy 
Howard 745-27X, 3.) Bob Barber 744-28X. 
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1998 IBS SCORE NATIONALS 
Capitol City Club, Augusta, Maine 


PHOTOS BY JOE GILBERT 


Paul Chretien came all the way from Paul Goody, who handled both day’s Butch Randall of Orrington sure looks 
Florida to shoot! scoring duties at the Score Nationals. happy. Must have been before the 
mirage started up. 


Dawn Hogan looks pensive. Benchrest shooting can do that Bill Plummer, who set a Varmint-Hunter Class record 
to you. this year. 


Blaine Johnson (left) and Mark McIntyre prepare to defend K.L. Miller accepts the Varmint Hunter Class Championship 
Maine’s honor (and trophies). Trophy. 
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Jim Goody, Director at Orrington, Maine, seems disturbed. 
Probably the wind... 


w 
HE 


Matt Furrow, son of Dwight Furrow, accepts his Junior IBS 
Champion plaque. 


Phil Prescott of Maine, second place in Varmint Hunter Class 
with a Remington 788 in 6ppc. 


Bob Soohey, second place finisher in Varmint for Score 
Grand Agg. 


EBACE SES 


” 


Stanley Mayo, at left, age 83, who just turned in his first 
250 score! 


&: 


Score Nationals Champs (L to R) Milt Furrow, Jr. Champ; 
Ted Parrezo, Varmint for Score Class; Erwin Shinkle Sr., 
Hunter Class; K.L. Miller, Varmint Hunter Class. 


110 PRECISION SHOOTING — NOVEMBER 1998 


WEIKERT 


A Score Match on August 9th at the Union County Sportsmens Club. 

Hunter Class (4 shooters): 1.) Lee Masteller 249-10X, 2.) Ron Derr 248-10X, 
3.) Randy Fritz 238-6X. 

Varmint Hunter Class (1 shooter): 1.) Eugene Davis 246-7X. 

Varmint for Score Class (26 shooters): 1.) Dale Boop 250-19X, 2.) Mark Saner 250- 
19X, 3.) Milford Snyder 250-19X, 4.) Bob Lembo 250-18X, 5.) Mark Trutt 250-17X. 

Factory Class (8 shooters): 1.) Sam Bouch 250-11X, 2.) Randall Kromer 250-11X, 
3.) Edward Castetter 250-6X. 


GUTHESVILLE 


September 6th, Labor Day weekend, and the last hurrah of summer at the Guthesville 
Range. 

Hunter Class (8 shootyers): 1.) Frank McKee 250-16X, 2.) Gary Long 249-17X, 
3.) Lee Masteller 249-8X. 

Varmint Hunter Class (2 shooters): 1.) Richard Desimone 250-13X, 2.) Paul Creasy 
245-7X. 

Varmint for Score Class (21 shooters): 1.) Paul Bielec 250-19X, 2.) Richard Miller 
250-18X, 3.) Dominick Denato 250-18X, 4.) Stan Reitmeyer 250-17X, 5.) Bill Gebhardt 
250-17X. 

Factory Class (2 shooters): 1.) Ralph Read 250-8X, 2.) Keith Read 249-5X. 


BOWMANSTOWN 


An August 23rd Score Match at the Bowmanstown range. 

Hunter Class (8 shooters): 1.) Parker Hills 249-12X, 2.) Lee Masteller 248-13X, 
3.) Erwin Shinkle 247-14X. 

Varmint Hunter Class (5 shooters): 1.) Rich Desimone 249-11X, 2.) Al Kogoy 249- 
9X, 3.) Robert Lewis 248-12X. 

Heavy Varmint for Score Class (22 shooters): 1.) Mark Saner 250-20X, 2.) Joe 
Emanuelle 250-20X, 3.) Bill Barwick 250-19X, 4.) Parker Hills 250-19X, 5.) Ted 
Parreco 250-18X. 

Light Varmint for Score Class (8 shooters): 1.) Jeff Barnes 250-19X, 2.) Robert 
McGuigan 250-18X, 3.) Richard Miller 250-17X. 

Factory Class (3 shooters): |.) William Fox 250-9X, 2.) Brent Haldeman 250-8X, 
3.) Ed Cihowki, 232-3X. 


WESTBRANGH 
(Rimfire) 


After a certain amount of sending their match reports to Sports Illustrated, the 
Westbranch (Pennsylvania) club has decided to send their rimfire match reports to the 
IBS Editor. You just watch; the Westbranch match results printing will now greatly 
improve ! 

April 26th match: Heavy Varmint class: 1) Gerald Bonsell 250-15x. Light Varmint 
class: 1) Marlin Ogden 250-19x, 2) David Coudriet 250-19x, 3) Tom Yon 247-13x. 
Sporter class: 1) Jeff Gates 248-11x, 2) Marlin Ogden 248-11x, 3) David Coudriet 
245-8x. 

May 24th match: Heavy Varmint class: 1) David Coudriet 250-12x, 2) Gerald Bonsell 
250-10x, 3) Tom Yon 247-7x. Light Varmint class: 1) David Coudriet 249-16x, 2) 
Marlin Ogden 249-8x, 3) Edward Kolowsky 246-7x. Sporter class: no entrants. 


CAMILLUS 
WINTER 
LEAGUE 

(1998-1999) 


Varmint for score 
matches 
(5-5 shot matches-100 yards) 


November 29th 
December 6th 
December 20th 


(6-5 shot matches-100 yards; 
largest group is deleted 
from aggregate) 


January 3 
January 17 
January 31 
February 14 
February 28 

March 14 

March 28 


First match is 10:00 am. 
Entry fee is an exorbitant $5.00. 


Awards: 
50% return to shooters each match, 
plus season agg awards. 


Contact: 
Bill Parfitt 
128 Richards Road 
Camillus, NY 13031 
(315) 487-1086 
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IBS TARGETS 


Target Print Weight List Price 
IBS 50 Yard Rimfire Green 7lbs/100, 65Ibs/1000 $21.00 per 100 
IBS 100 Yard BR (Group) Black 4lbs/100, 30!bs/1000 $12.00 per 100 


IBS 200 Yard BR (Group) Black 4lbs/100, 30Ibs/1000 $12.00 per 100 
IBS 300 Yard BR (Group) Red 7lbs/100, 66Ibs/1000 $24.00 per 100 
IBS 100 Yard HR (Score) Black 6lbs/100, 50lbs/1000 $18.00 per 100 
IBS 200 Yard HR (Score) Black 7\bs/100, 60Ibs/1000 $21.00 per 100 
IBS 300 Yard HR (NEW) Red or Blk 14lbs/100, 130lbs/1000 $52.00 per 100 
IBS 1000 Yard Black 21lbs/100, 175Ibs/1000 $90.00 per 100 


INTERNATIONAL 
BENCHREST SHOOTERS 


IBS OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT 
Robert White 
8 New Jersey Ave. 
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849 
Phone (973) 663-5159 


VICE PRESIDENT and 
MATCH SCHEDULE CHMN. 
Bill Creasy 
RD 8, Box 455 
Bloomsburg, PA 17815 
Phone (717) 784-8021 


2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
Gary Long 
Box 20, Lake Road 
Millville, PA 17846 
Phone (717) 458-5444 


TREASURER 
Bill Gebhardt 
101 Allison Street 
Lock Haven, PA 17745 
Phone (717) 748-6772 


SECRETARY 
Stuart Moore 
4515 Sudley Road 
Gainesville, VA 22065 
Phone (800) 652-9667 day 
Fax (703) 698-5120 


RECORDING SECRETARY 
Joan Borden 
RR | Box 250 BB 
Springville, PA 18844 
Phone (717) 965-2366 
FAX = (717) 965-2328 


PAST PRESIDENT 
Jim Borden 
RR 1 Box 250 BB 
Springville PA 18844 
Phone (717) 965-2505 


IBS EDITOR 
Dave Brennan 
222 McKee Street 
Manchester, CT 06040 
Phone (860) 645-8776 
FAX (860) 643-8215 


IBS Sanctioned Clubs - Discounts The National Target Co. 
0-$349 20% _(IBS targets only) 4960 Wyaconda Road 
$350+ 40% (IBS targets only) Rockville, MD 20852-2444 
0-$499 20% (Any combination of Phone (301) 770-7060 
$500+ 40% IBS & regular targets) order line (800) 827-7060 

(PRICES ARE F.O.B. Rockville, MD) fax (301) 770-7892 


IBS ELECTION BALLOT 


The terms of the current IBS President and First Vice-President will expire at the 
end of the 1999 Annual Membership meeting which will be held January 15-16, 
1999. This is your official ballot for election for individuals to fill those offices for 
the next two-year term. Place a check or an X on the line in front of the name of the 
individuals that you are voting to have the offices. 

Your signature is required on the back of the return envelope. THE BALLOT IS 
INVALID IF NOT SIGNED AND RETURNED IN THE ENVELOPE 
PROVIDED. 


President 

Bob White )Write in 
Vote 

Ist Vice President 

Bill Creasy )Write in 
Vote 


Ballots must be returned before January 1, 1999 to: IBS 
RR1, Box 250BB 
Springville, PA 18844 


(IBS Editor: You will receive a ballot, and return envelope for same in the regular 
mail. This copy of the ballot is for your advance information only). 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST SHOOTERS APPLICATION 
NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY STATE ZIP 
COUNTRY 


2A 2 2S 28 2g 2 fg 2g 2 2g 2 2g 2 ig 2A 2 2A 2 Ag 2 AR 2 8 AR AR 2 8 2 8 AR 2 AG 2 ig AE 2S 2g Og 2 ig 2g 2 2G 2g 2 ig 26 2 2A 2 ig 2 9k 2 2g 2 2g 2 ig 2 2g 2 2 26 2 2g 2 2g 2 ok 2 OK 2 OK 2 OK OK 


IBS Membership and PS 1 Year — $40/Yr. 


) 
) | Associate Membership — Must live in same household as regular member. — receives no magazine — $10/Yr. 
) Junior Membership — 17 and under — no magazine — $5/Yr. 
) Non USA membership with Surface mail PS — $51/yr in US Funds. 
) USA Club Affiliation with 1 Year PS $40/yr. 
) Non-USA Club with | Year PS Surface Mail $51/yr in US Funds. 
MAIL MEMBERSHIPS TO: JOAN BORDEN, RR | BOX 250 BB, SPRINGVILLE, PA 18844 
Make Checks payable to: IBS 
CHECKS MUST BE IN U.S. FUNDS OR THE CHECK WILL BE RETURNED 


( ) USA Life Member — $500. 
( ) NON-USA Life Member — $750. 


= 
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=|D) 1000 YARD ASSOCIATION = 


“That’s a fur piece down the road, partner!” 


VIRGINIA 1000 YARD 
BENCHREST ASSOCIATION 


Match 5 — June 6, 1998 
6 Relays, 51 Shooters (L) ° 4 Relays, 33 Shooters (H) 


LIGHT GUN WINNING EQUIPMENT - GROUP 


(3 Smallest relay winners) SHOOT OFF WINNER, GROUP 
Name Group Cal Bbl Action Scope Gunsmith J. HARRIS, 6.931" 
B. Crawford 6.312 300 Win Lilja Rem 40X Weaver  K.C. Young 
B. Carpenter 6.360 30 Spen Lilja Rem Leupold Spencer geet ea oa PCORE 
P. Yott Tilv2 300 Ack Hart Mark X Leupold Rhyne 

SMALL GROUP OF THE DAY 
LIGHT GUN WINNING EQUIPMENT - SCORE 8, CRAPO Oa 
(3 Highest relay winners) HIGH SCORE OF THE DAY 
Name Score Cal Bbl Action Scope Gunsmith T. MEYER, 47 
T. Meyer 47 30 Goodling Hart Rem 700 Leupold Goodling 
G. Blalock 45 308 Win Lilja Rem 700 Tasco Evey 
D. Darnes 45 6-284 Hart Rem 700 Leupold Tooley 


HEAVY GUN WINNING EQUIPMENT - GROUP 


(3 Smallest relay winners) SHOOT OFF WINNER, GROUP 
Name Group Cal Bbl Action Scope Gunsmith P. YOTT, 10.405" 
V. Harrison 8.887 308 Baer Hart Poff Unertl Baer 
L. Baity 9.425 308Norma K&P Rem Leupold Baity SHOOT OFF WINNER, SCORE 
L. Jones 11.265 6.5-06 Lilja Rem 700 Weaver Baity J. CASS, 94 
SMALL GROUP OF THE DAY 
HEAVY GUN WINNING EQUIPMENT - SCORE V. HARRISON, 8.887" 
(3 Highest relay winners) 
Name Score Cal Bbl Action Scope Gunsmith HIGH SCORE OF THE DAY 
J. Cass 94 243 SRC Krieger Win 70 Nightforce J. Cass J. CASS, 96 
H. Bing 89 


M. Harris 89 6.5 Krieger Rem B&L Tooley 
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NORTH CAROLINA 1000 YARD 
BENCHREST ASSOCIATION 


Match 7 — August 15, 1998 


HEAVY GUN 


Three smallest group relay winners: 1) Bill Crawford 3.472, 2) Charles Bailey 5.365, 3) Alvin 
Johnson 5.538. Three highest score winners: 1) Leonard Baity 98, 2) Bobby Elder 95, 3) Phillip Yott 
95. Small group of the day - Bill Crawford 3.472. High score for the day - Leonard Baity 98. Shoot Off 
winners: Group - Charles Bailey 6.429. Score - Leonard Baity 91. (4 shooter relays). 


LIGHT GUN 


Three smallest group relay winners: 1) Leonard Baity 3.107, 2) Joel Pendergraft 4.102, 3) Tom 
Goodman 4.848. Three highest score winners: 1) Scott Griffin 49, 2) Johnny Byers 49, 3) Phillip 
Juselis 48. Small group of the day - Leonard Baity 3.107. High score for the day - Philip Juselis 49. 
Shoot Off winners: Group - Mike Harris 7.032. Score - Philip Juselis 49. 


Match 8 — August 16, 1998 


HEAVY GUN 


Three smallest group relay winners: 1) Chuck Bass 5.876, 2) Johnny Byers 8.249, 3) Charles Bailey 
8.358. Three highest score winners: 1) Mike Harris 91, 2) Bill Shehane 91, 3) Bobby Elder 87. Small 
group of the day - Chuck Bass 5.876. High score for the day - Scott Griffin 94. Shoot Off winners: 
Group - Charles Bailey 5.994. Score - Scott Griffin 94. 


LIGHT GUN 


Three smallest group relay winners: 1) Bill Cherry 3.422, 2) Brian Lynch 5.499, 3) Blake Daniels 
5.696. Three highest score winners: 1) Bill Crawford 48, 2) Phillip Juselis 48, 3) Alvin Johnson 47. 
Small group of the day - Bill Cherry 3.422. High score for the day - David Tooley 48. Shoot Off 
winners: Group - David Tooley 6.478. Score - Tom Shew 47. 


1000 Yard Match Schedule 


DATE SHOOT NAME RANGE STARTING TIME CLASSES 
11/7/98 VA 1000 YD BENCHREST 10:00 A.M. LG,HG 


11/8/98 VA 1000 YD BENCHREST 10:00 A.M. LG,HG 
11/21/98 NC 1000 YD BENCHREST 10:00 A.M. LG,HG 
11/29/98 CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA 9:00 A.M. LG,HG 


12/5/98 NC 1000 YD BENCHREST 10:00 A.M. LG,HG 
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Manufactured: 
Autauga Arms, Inc. 
Action: Semi-Auto Blowback 
Construction: High Quality Stainless Steel 
Weight Unloaded: 12 02. 
Weight Loaded with Seven 
Cartridges: 13 1/2 02. (383.40 gm) 
Length: 4 3/8 in. (111 mm) 
Width: 7/8 in. (23 mm) 
Height: 3 1/4 in, (82.5 mm) 


Rifling: 6 Lands and Grooves; Right Handed Twist 
Trigger Pull: 8 lbs, (2N) 

Capacity: Seven Rounds (Six in Magazine Plus One in Chamber) 
Sights: Fixed, Snag-Free 

Warranty: 1-Year Parts and Labor. Limited Lifetine Against Manufacturer's Defects 
Safeties: No Manual Safeties or Magazine Disconnects. 

Recessed hammer to Prevent Accidental Discharge 

Magazine Release: Located on Left Rear Grip Panel, Designed for Concealed 
Carry and Unusual Draws. (Will Not Accidentally release Magazine) 

Ammo: Designed for High Performance 32 ACP 


AUTAUGA. ARMS 
INCORPORAPFED 


740 E. Main © PRATT PLAZA MALL ° Suite 13 
PrRATTVILLE, AL 36067 
334-361-2950 * 800-262-9563 * Fax: 334-361-2961 
Es 


TO PLACE AN ORDER HAVE YOUR LOCAL FFL HOLDER 
CALL AUTAUGA ARMS, INC. 1-800-262-9563 


